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How many of you have regifted a Christmas present? I want an honest show of hands.  Let’s be honest about it: Have you ever taken a Christmas gift that was given to you, rewrapped it, and given it to someone else.  Some of you are thinking: “I don’t want anyone to know that I’ve done that.” You’re not alone, in fact, you’re in the new majority!  Regifting has become a new component of our complex Christmas celebrations. According to a new eBay survey:
· 64 percent admit to "regifting," or secretly giving unwanted gifts to others.

· 93 percent of re-gifters have done it more than once;
· 40 percent at least four times 

· 78 percent of shoppers feel that re-gifting some or most of the time is acceptable
· 62% regift because they think it is something the recipient would really like.
· 42% of respondents said they would regift to save money 

· 14% of respondents think that regifting is a form of recycling, and 

· 40% feel some “regifting remorse.” 
In America, we get so much stuff at Christmas that we don’t know what to do with it so we regifting it. Frankly, we need to simplify. 
Christmas is about giving Jesus. The bible says that God loved the people of this world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who has faith in him will have eternal life and never really die. John 3:16, CEV.  There are several extraordinary qualities about God’s Christmas gift:  Jesus is the most valuable gift ever given: cost him his life. The only gift that will last forever. The most practical gift you’ll ever receive: can use God’s gift every day for  the rest of your life.   He’s never is out-of-date, never inappropriate; his value doesn’t diminish, and he’s never the wrong size, Jesus always fits in every human heart.  Jesus is a gift who’s value increases every time you regift him to others.  And one you can regift without remorse!  Regift Jesus, over, and over, and over again!  No wonder Paul exclaimed: Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!  (2 Corinthians 9:15) God sent his son with regifting in mind.  His original intention was that Jesus and his message would “go viral.” 
Let’s look at two Lessons on regifting Jesus: learned from some simple shepherds in luke 2:8, “there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.”   These guys get the scoop on their nation’s long-awaited Savior and go to discover Jesus for themselves. They first trust God’s messenger  & message, and seek to discover this savior for themselves.   That’s exactly what God desires that each of us do: receive Jesus personally as Savior and Lord.  God’s Christmas gift is so important that it merits you dropping everything to receive it.  
Let’s look at what they do with this gift of salvation: the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about." So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them… 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.”  The first lesson we learn in order to make the most of God’s Christmas gift is to: Regift God’s Truth ---“When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.”  These guys immediately relayed this good news of great joy that they had believed in.  Their message was filtered through their experience and customized for their culture.  God’s truth never changes, but the way we communicate that truth must always change; always re repackaged in ways that are relevant, appealing, and understandable for an ever-changing culture.  Our mission at Discover Church is just that: to show God’s love and share God’s truth in relevant, appealing, and understandable ways.   That’s why we play contemporary music, tackle relevant issues and unpack God’s Word in clear, understandable terms and ways, using appealing modalities like media and drama, and contemporary songs like last Sunday’s closer “ Don’t Save it all for Christmas Day” by Celine Dion.  Do you understand?  These simple shepherds regifted God’s “message about Jesus”  to their culture in their own words.  As we know, their message went viral; Christmas became contagious.  That’s exactly what God desires; that everyone would experience His gift of His son.  
And this provokes a couple of important questions that you must consider: Have I embraced God’s truth by faith, as the shepherds did.  You can’t regift what you haven’t received!  Have you received Jesus as your Savior and Lord?  Admit your sins, Believe in Jesus’ claims (God’s Son & Savior) Commit to live under His leadership. Give Jesus your trust, your loyalty, your life.   The second question is: Have I embraced my responsibility to share God’s Truth?  to spread His message? Each of the four gospel accounts end with a challenge to Go and tell everyone everywhere this good news of God’s kingdom.  What’s more profound is that God gave this good news to religious outsiders with the intention that they would share that life-changing message with other outsiders.  He gave his gift to those least eligible.  The Angel announced:  I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.   Jesus purposely chose religious outsiders for his inner circle, and challenged them to do the same; and he challenges you here today and us as Discover Church to regift God’s grace to others in our message and our lives. This brings us to the second lesson:
Lesson #2. is Regift God’s love:  Christmas shows that God loves you, God is for you, God is with you.  God didn’t merely say that he loved us, he showed his love, sent it to us, wrapped it like us, and gave Him for us.  St. Paul, who was arrested by that life changing love put it this way: When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us sinners.  Now, most people would not be willing to die for an upright person, though someone might perhaps be willing to die for a person who is especially good.  But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.  And since we have been made right in God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will certainly save us from God’s condemnation.   For since our friendship with God was restored by the death of his Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be saved through the life of his Son.  So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God.  (Romans 5:6-11, NLT) I don’t know about you, but every time I hear those words: God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.  it blows me away!  Anybody else awed by that reality that God’s love is so great and I don’t deserve a teaspoon of it?  And those words: our friendship with God was restored by the death of his Son while we were still his enemies  tell it all, don’t they.  I don’t know about you, but I ain’t got even one enemy’s name on my Christmas list –ever!  How about you?  Whenever you doubt God’s love for you, just think “Jesus.”  Christmas confirms the unsurpassed love that God has for you and I.  How can I recycle God’s love to others?  Some of you are thinking: “how can I possibly regift Jesus to others? I have so little to offer.” Or you’re thinking: “How do I do it?  It seems too big a job for a person like me, that’s for pastors, and evangelists, and people who have the gift of evangelism; you’re disqualifying yourself in your own mind.  You’re not the first.  Jesus himself said: This is a large work I've called you into, but don't be overwhelmed by it. It's best to start small. Give a cool cup of water to someone who is thirsty, for instance. The smallest act of giving or receiving makes you a true apprentice. Matthew 10:42, The Message  Simply meet needs.  When you see a need, meet it; when you encounter a hurt, heal it; when you find a hunger, feed it; when you see the discouraged, encourage; when you find those weary relieve them, captive, free them. That’s what Jesus said: Go to the lost, confused people right here in the neighborhood. Tell them that the kingdom is here. Bring health to the sick. Raise the dead. Touch the untouchables. Kick out the demons. You have been treated generously, so live generously.  (Matthew 10:7-8, NIV) Jesus says: now that you’ve received me, regift me to others; regift my message, my mission, my passion, my power, my purpose.  Point others to me by showing me to them in the way you live your life, in the way you love & serve them. That’s what it means to be “a light on a hill.” The amazing reality of God’s Christmas gift is that it actually can increase in its appeal and value to others when regifted by you IF your life reflects real change.  Like the shepherds, we too have been given this task of reconciling people to God by regifting Jesus to them, connecting people to Christ in a life-changing way This same Good News that came to you is going out all over the world. It is bearing fruit everywhere by changing lives, just as it changed your lives from the day you first heard and understood the truth about God’s wonderful grace.  (Colossians 1:6, NLT)   Changed lives change lives –that’s Christmas!  That’s what we see from the shepherds: The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen,  These were different guys after discovering Jesus!  That’s why their story is in our bible.  Changed lives change lives. People who are filled with Jesus give him away. Let’s apply this to your life.  
Ask yourself:  Am I connecting closely enough to Christ to change me?  Christmas is about getting Jesus, and it’s your responsibility to see to it that you’re forging a close friendship with the Savior. 
The second question that you have to answer is this: Am I taking enough of God’s truth to transform me?  That’s what Paul’s driving at when encourages you to:  Let the message about Christ, in all its richness, fill your lives. Teach and counsel each other with all the wisdom he gives. Sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God with thankful hearts.  And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus.. (Colossians 3:16-17).  
The third question you need to answer is: Am I strategic in showing and sharing Jesus with others?  You’ve got to admit that when you look at the facts, we Americans are a lot more strategic about getting and regifting stuff than we are about getting and regifting Jesus.   We spend a lot more time and effort finding the right presents than presenting the gospel, and that needs to change, because it communicates the lie that stuff is more important/valuable than Salvation.  That’s why we’ve made the tough choices to change our Sunday celebrations so that they’re relevant, appealing, and understandable to outsiders, and why we’re trying to relocate them to a place like the Eisenhower Performing Arts Center that’s more prominent, accessable, and appealing than this place; that’s why we’ve upgraded to a high-power kid’s program; that’s why we’re trying to strategically connect our county to Christ.   Because God’s gift of salvation through Jesus is the most precious gift that could ever be given. 
Join in this prayer: Dear God, I thank you so much for sending Jesus Christ to offer me your free gift of salvation, forgiveness, and eternal life.  Jesus, forgive me for the ways in which I have refused, or neglected you and your offer of intimate partnership with me in my past, and I invite you into my life –every dimension of it- afresh this day.  I commit to connect closely enough to you to allow you to change me.  I commit to and take in your truth more deeply, and  commit to learn how to strategically give your love and message away in ‘09.’  Show me the simple, practical, everyday ways that I can regift you to others, and show me who’s lives you’re already working in, and how I can join your work in those hearts and lives.   Amen.
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