Improving Your Serve series. Message #1: Developing a Winning Serve
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When I was in college I took a tennis class; I needed a PE credit and my wrestling coach taught it, so I figured it’d be an easy grade.  Not so!  Tennis, I found, requires a fair amount of technique, and what I found most challenging was serving the ball well.  None of us who took the class that semester chose to try out for the tennis team as a result; our skills weren’t good enough to enable us to compete –particularly serving.  None of us developed a good serve during that semester. 
In a way, life is a lot like tennis, A. In order to really win in life, you’ve got to get a good serve.  You must learn to direct your energies, efforts and resources to benefit people besides yourself in order to get the cooperation and support you need to succeed.   Life, like tennis, can’t be played by yourself.  Yeh, you can whack that ball against a wall all day; and there are a lot of people who do life that way, just serve themselves, always trying to keep their ball in their own court.   Imagine this: you’re invited to play tennis with a friend and every time you serve the ball, they bury the return into the net.  And they do the same when it’s their turn to serve; no balls ever make it back onto your side of the court.  How many times are you going to take them up on their invitation to “play tennis” with you?  Twice, three times max, and you’re gonna say something like this: I’d love to play tennis with you, but you’ve got to learn to return the ball.  People who are self-serving are like that: you burn out on them and their refusal to return serve; to reciprocate, and do for you.  Life’s a lot like tennis: when you’re new at it (an infant, a child), people serve into your court, sow into your life, a lot.  We all begin life as consumers.  But, as you grow, they progressively expect you to return serve.  You can’t get away with becoming a perpetual recipient of others’ service.  People will call you on it; punish you for it, and eventually cut bait on you if you don’t change it. You can’t stay a consumer; you’ve got to become a contributor.  Shirley Chisolm the first African American congresswoman said that service to others is the rent you pay for your room here on earth.  Service to others: family expects it; employers expect it; society expects it; and God expects it.
The bible says …God called you to be free, but do not use your freedom as an excuse to do what pleases your sinful self. Serve each other with love. The whole law is made complete in this one command: "Love your neighbor as you love yourself." Galatians 5:13-15 NCV
Recite those verses together with me: …God called you to be free, but do not use your freedom as an excuse to do what pleases your sinful self. Serve each other with love. The whole law is made complete in this one command: "Love your neighbor as you love yourself."  Because is the command that’ll drive this series: love your neighbor as yourself (the great commandment) 
How do you show love?  God’s Word, the bible, says: serve. Serve –circle that word!  Without developing a good serve, you’ll ultimately end up a loser, in both life and more importantly: in faith!  Today we’re gonna look at the “why” of serving; why you should learn to serve others better.  I am going to share five specific ways developing a good serve makes you a winner –and God wants you to be a winner in life.   Grab your outline and read along  what the Apostle Paul writes to the Christ-followers in Rome:  And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  Romans 8:28-29  Whatever circumstance you find yourself in today, be assured that God wants to work things out for your good!  But there are a couple of conditions for God to cause everything to turn out for your good:  the first is the phrase “according to his purpose.”  
We know that God has five principle purposes for your life: To live for God’s pleasure (worship); to love God’s people (fellowship), to become like God’s son (discipleship), to serve God’s world (ministry), and to share God’s message (evangelism).   If you want God to work out good in your life, you’ve got to embrace God’s purposes for your life.  Look at these verses in Romans, what is the key purpose of God listed here?  Discipleship, right?   “those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son.”  God’s purpose for your life on earth is to make you like Jesus in your character and conduct.  What was Jesus like?  What were Jesus’ defining characteristics? We’ll gain some insights in looking at a discussion Jesus had with his apprentices in  Matthew 20:24.  The context is an argument about who’d have the most prominent position in Jesus’ government:  Jesus called them together and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them.  Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave—  just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."  Matthew 20:24-28  
Jesus is coaching his apprentices on becoming real winners and he says that  B. Serving others helps you to: 1) Become like Jesus and to 2) Lead right  Jesus here says that your ability to lead others is not dependent upon your position, but upon your posture. If you’re self-serving, people will only follow your lead as long as they have to, but they’ll follow you as long as they’re able and beyond if you will serve them well.  Jesus -the ultimate leader- says he came to serve and to give. 

In another argument over the same issue that occurred during his final meal with his apprentices, Jesus said:  the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am among you as one who serves.  Luke 22:24-27  Jesus described himself first and foremost as a servant; he said that –above all- his mission was to serve and give, to seek and save.  Jesus said he came to contribute, not consume.  He had a great serve!  You will never, ever, ever become like Jesus if you don’t learn to serve others.  Learn to serve as Jesus did, if you want to become as Jesus is, and learn to lead right, and win in both life and faith.  
Let’s look at two more ways that learning to serve others will serve you well; will make you a winner!  Turn to  Ephesians 4:12.  Speaking of Jesus St. Paul writes:  It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up  until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.
 
God’s word says here that Serving others helps you 3) Grow and mature  
Comments: Paul says that a Pastors’ job is to prepare you for works of service (Gk: diakoneo =ministry).  God’s yardstick for measuring your maturity is service to others; How do you measure up?  Maturity involves moving from others caring for you, to you caring for yourself, to you caring for others. Tiger Woods said  "My dad has always taught me these words: care and share. That's why we put on clinics. The only thing I can do is try to give back.”  You’ve got to give back to grow up; there is no other way.  Ministry is God’s path to maturity. Paul writes that if we learn to serve others, Then we will no longer be infants… we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.  Ephesians 4:11-16  
Serving others helps you 4) Build healthy relationships  Paul says that we, the church, are like a body, and the serving each other is like the function of our muscles; Service joins us, moves us, builds us; makes us healthy “as each part does it’s work.”  Service is the key to healthy marriages, families, neighborhoods, churches.  Service builds winning teams!   Go back to our theme verse [First page] God called you to be free, but do not use your freedom as an excuse to do what pleases your sinful self. Serve each other with love. The whole law is made complete in this one command: "Love your neighbor as you love yourself." Listen to the warning that follows: If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.  Galatians 5:15, NIV  Here’s the spiritual truth: contribution makes community healthy; consumption makes it sick.  Your help determines your health.  Without service, your marriage, family, neighborhood, school, our church will become paralyzed, and die a slow death. Serving others helps you build healthy relationships. 

If you want to win in relationships, and win in live, you’ve got to develop a good serve. Serving others helps you become like Jesus, lead right, grow and mature, build healthy relationships, 

Serving others helps you 5) Find real satisfaction  (brings blessings).   “By everything I did, I showed how you should work to help everyone who is weak. Remember that our Lord Jesus said, "More blessings come from giving than from receiving." Acts 20:35 CEV  That word “blessing” means to be happy, favored, fortunate, and points to the truth that you will only find real, lasting satisfaction in service to others.  Each of us is created to contribute, and none of us finds true satisfaction unless we feel that we’re carrying our weight, adding value to others, each doing our part (as Paul writes). 

  
The great union organizer, Walter Reuther said: There is no greater calling than to serve your fellow men. There is no greater contribution than to help the weak. There is no greater satisfaction than to have done it well.   It’s been said that "People who concentrate on giving good service always get more personal satisfaction as well as better business.  - Patricia Fripp    Bob Buford, in the book “Halftime” writes that, As we grow older, we each develop a deep desire to leave a legacy.  Our focus shifts from success, to significance.  A good example is Bill Gates who just stepped down as head of Microsoft so he can devote himself full-time to his humanitarian efforts through the Bill & Melinda Gates foundation.  What will your legacy be?  You’ll only achieve a lasting legacy, find real satisfaction, through your “works of service.”  Through impacting others.  That’s how you will be remembered well; not by how well you served yourself, but by how well you loved and served others!    
 
I’d like to conclude by challenging you to follow Jesus’ example and develop a winning serve.  Begin by praying about your present service to others in words like these: “Open my eyes to see the benefits of serving others, help me to see beyond the cost; and show me where/how to transition from consumer to contributor in our marriages, families, neighborhoods, workplaces, and Discover Church. 

God wants you to have a winning serve in life and in faith. On the following dates we’ll cover these dimensions of service:
July 6: Improving your serve to your spouse  
July 13: Improving your serve serve to your family 

July 20: Improving your serve to your church
July 27: Improving your serve to your world. 

May God enable you to develop a winning serve and become a winner in life through it!

Sincerely,

Pastor Kevin McCarthy
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