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Today we are looking at the idea of with risk comes reward. And that is interesting when you think about it, that in the church we would talk about reward. And yet reward is the very reason that we choose to follow Jesus. We don’t like the future we will face without him and honestly we like the benefits or the rewards that following him offers us. Forgiveness, peace, hope and joy.
We are so motivate by rewards. Many parents use a reward method for training their children. Usually when we are approached with a new idea or thought one of the first things we think or ask is; “What’s in It For Me?”

We it comes to taking risks, we are motivated by a number of things;

1. Need – as in do I have a need that is prompting me to look at things from this perspective?

2. Fear – Is there a fear I am facing or going through that is causing me to think about taking this risk?

3. Reward – What do I hope to gain from this risk? Most people won’t take a risk if it doesn’t have some element of reward to it.

I’d like to suggest that there is another thing that should motivate us;

4. God’s purposes – His plan for us should motivate us to take risks for him. Yes there are rewards and even God offers us rewards, but the higher calling that we should follow is God’s Purpose.
The question we have to ask ourselves is, Am I Following God’s Purposes? Or

Am I sitting on my assets?

This scripture will help us see things from God’s perspective;

Matthew 25:14-30 NIV
14“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them. 15To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. 16The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work and gained five more. 17So also, the one with the two talents gained two more. 18But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.
19“After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with them. 20The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.’

21“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’
22“The man with the two talents also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with two talents; see, I have gained two more.’

23“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’
24“Then the man who had received the one talent came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’
26“His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest.

28“‘Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. 29For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. 30And throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

This scripture gives us a lot to look at, think about and use in our lives as it relates to taking wise risks and being willing to lay it all on the line. It gives us a lot to look at and think about as it relates to using what God gives us. And it gives us a lot to think about as it relates to how God views us when we risk for him and when we don’t. So we are going to take a look at this in light of;
Risking Right 

1. Don’t Wait – Get to work now. Do the things that you should be doing. God rewards those who take risks and seek to follow him. Taking risks for God and laying it all on the line is a positive and God honoring thing, even if you fail.

Hebrews 3:7-8 NLT

“Today you must listen to his voice.  Don’t harden your hearts against him as Israel did when they rebelled, when they tested God’s patience in the wilderness

IN other words, do something. Risking Right requires that we do something, take the risk, the god honoring risk. Don’t wait until conditions or things are in line and perfect. Take a risk and do the work that God has placed on your heart. Waiting does nothing except causing us not to do what God wants us to do.
2. Use what you have – Use what you have available right now. In the story that Jesus told the guy who got five talents and the guy that got two talents, used what they had and went to work right away. Too many times we wish we had more or something else and we then don’t move forward. The one talent guy didn’t use what he had, he buried it. I wonder how many of us are burying what God has given us?

God gives us what we can manage. Sometimes we think more of our abilities than we should. And we think less of ourselves when we are going through struggles than God does. We have the responsibility to use what we have not what we want.
.

1 Peter 4:10-11 MESS

Be generous with the different things God gave you, passing them around so all get in on it: 11if words, let it be God’s words; if help, let it be God’s hearty help. That way, God’s bright presence will be evident in everything through Jesus, and he’ll get all the credit as the One mighty in everything.
Use what God has given you. Don’t let it set, don’t wait for the perfect time, do something with what God has given, so you can hear from him; You have been faithful with a few things, come and share your masters happiness.
3. Do the Right Thing – This is something that continues to come out over and over again. If it isn’t right, DON’T DO IT! Period. Always do the right thing even if it costs you.
Matthew 5:43-45 MESS

“You’re familiar with the old written law, ‘Love your friend,’ and its unwritten companion, ‘Hate your enemy.’ I’m challenging that. I’m telling you to love your enemies. Let them bring out the best in you, not the worst. When someone gives you a hard time, respond with the energies of prayer, for then you are working out of your true selves, your God-created selves. This is what God does. He gives his best—the sun to warm and the rain to nourish—to everyone, regardless: the good and bad, the nice and nasty. 
Jesus is reminding us that it is always the best thing to do the right thing. To love your enemies. To show compassion, to take risks that honor God and to let your best show in every circumstance.
4. God is #1 – God’s plan, purposes and ideas for you and I are number one. Over our plans our desires and our agenda. We have to keep this front and center. The guy who got one talent was motivate by fear, fear of failure. We have to remember that when we take a risk there is the possibility of failure. But if we are risking for the things that God wants us to risk, failure is not the end and God will still reward our risk and sacrifice because we took a risk on something that he wanted us to take a risk on. God wants Discover Church to take risks this year and to step out in faith and do those things that God is directing us to do. And no matter what happens we can be sure that the words of Jesus will fill our lives;
Matthew 6:33 NLT

…He will give you all you need from day to day if you live for him and make the Kingdom of God your primary concern.
God is challenging us to step out and risk for him. He is reminding us that no matter what he is with us and will reward our efforts if we trust him and walk forward.
Risk management does not please God. He invests to achieve results/change, and reallocates his assets/gifts to those who will create change/growth/development.
Personal Questions
1. What Risks do you need to take?

What are you doing with God’s purposes in mind? How are you serving or involved? 

And those risks are not always pleasant or easy, but God expects and wants us to take those kinds of risks for him. And do you know why?

Because it is about us following his lead in our life. It is about us learning to trust him for our life. It is about us being able to do those things that God wants us to do because in doing so we will find life, just like Jesus sad we would.

2. How are you serving or involved?

If you aren’t then, you are wrong. You have gifts and don’t use them…shame on you, you are crippling the church, by not serving. We need to stop sitting on our assets and to stand up and serve according to how God has gifted us.
3. How are you investing your life?

God wants us to invest our lives, our abilities our gifts, our talents in the things that God is doing. God wants us to risk for his plans and purposes.

Close with Prayer




















































