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We have been looking at risk and trying to figure out what risks we should be taking in our lives and what risks we should be taking as a church.  As we have talked in the series, we have looked at appropriate and inappropriate risks. We have looked at self fish risks and God honoring risks.
Today we are taking a look at sinking or swimming. And this has to doth taking go for broke risks and in our Michigan economy there are many business that are taking go for broke risks. Risks that will either float them or sink them. Risks that will either turn them around or put them out of business. And I am not suggesting that it is always wise to take unnecessary risks, but I am suggesting that when it comes to God inspired risks we have to have a go for broke attitude. 

I believe that as a church, Discover church has to have a go for broke attitude when it comes to accomplishing what God has called and continues to call us to do; which is to reach our county for Jesus.

We have set around far too long not pursuing God greatest passion, which is people. But we have pursued those things that make us feel comfortable and good as it relates to our connection to God. And I believe it is time that we stepped out in faith and acted upon those things that God is directing us to do.

The Scripture reminds us; 
Hebrews 11:6 NIV  Without faith it is impossible to please God…..

And Jesus said;  Matthew 19:26 NLT “…with God everything is possible.”
Our friendship with God is about faith and faith requires risk.

Last week Kevin talked about how we are at risk if we do nothing. If we sit back and just let things happen how we are at risk, because we risk doing those things that God wants us to do. God-invited risks enable you and I to do the impossible. 

I’d like to suggest for us to consider that if we are not taking the risks that God asks us to take, we are living in disobedience to God. Or we are living in sin.

Sin is doing the things we shouldn’t do. That is the sin of commission. But sin is also not doing the things that we are suppose to do. That is the sin of omission.  And the scripture reminds us;

1 Samuel 15:22 NLT Obedience is better than sacrifice. 
To follow God is better than making personal sacrifices, like fasting and sacrificial giving.

Life always gives you two choices: step out in faith or shrink back in fear.  God is not pleased with fear, God rewards faith (we will deal with that next week).  

Maybe it has to start with us. With what is inside or going on inside of us. What is going on inside of you as it relates to your faith and trust in Jesus?

Are you growing or groaning as God is challenging you to take risks?

How are you doing with talking to God regularly?

How are you doing on tithing? I mean giving at least 10% of what you make to God’s work here at Discover Church?

How are you doing at loving those around you?

How are you doing at loving those that you don’t like or don’t like you?

How are you doing husbands at loving your wife as Jesus loved the church and gave his love for it?

Wives, how are you doing at respecting your husband and showing him respect even if he doesn’t deserve it?

Children, how are you doing at honoring your parents even if they aren’t honorable or even if you don’t agree with what they say?

I want to help us change how we think and if we can change how we think, maybe we will change how we act and what we do. One way we can begin the process of doing that is by believing what the Bible says and living like we honestly believe it, even when it means I have to not do something I want to do.
 “This is my Bible. I am what it says I am. I have what it says I have. I can do what it says I can do. Today I will be taught the word of God. I boldly confess my mind is alert, my heart is receptive; I’ll never be the same. In Jesus name, God bless you.”
Let’s take a look at:

Matthew 14:24-32 NLT

 Meanwhile, the disciples were in trouble far away from land, for a strong wind had risen, and they were fighting heavy waves. About three o’clock in the morning Jesus came toward them, walking on the water. When the disciples saw him walking on the water, they were terrified. In their fear, they cried out, “It’s a ghost!” But Jesus spoke to them at once. “Don’t be afraid,” he said. “Take courage. I am here!” Then Peter called to him, “Lord, if it’s really you, tell me to come to you, walking on the water.” “Yes, come,” Jesus said. So Peter went over the side of the boat and walked on the water toward Jesus. But when he saw the strong wind and the waves, he was terrified and began to sink. “Save me, Lord!” he shouted. Jesus immediately reached out and grabbed him. “You have so little faith,” Jesus said. “Why did you doubt me?” When they climbed back into the boat, the wind stopped. Then the disciples worshiped him. “You really are the Son of God!” they exclaimed.

Check out this video clip showing this scripture alive for us.

Peter was afraid, the disciples were afraid of the storm, but more importantly of Jesus walking out to them on the water, because they weren’t sre it was Jesus. That would be weird and scary. But look at what Peter did;  He took a risk and said, Jesus, if it is you tell me to come out to you, walking on the water. Peter took a risk. A crazy risk. When was the last time you saw someone walking on water? Hmmmmm… NEVER!

And yet Peter took a risk. Because I believe he was hoping that it was Jesus and for him the confirmation that it was Jesus and not some ghost was if Jesus invited him to come out and walk with him.
Peter had a Just Do it Attitude. Let’s take a look at how we can develop a Just Do It Attitude.

How to Have a Just Do it Attitude

1. Talk - to God. Notice what Peter did he talked to Jesus. He was afraid, he was dealing with the unknown and he talked with Jesus. How often do you really talk to God about the stuff you are struggling with? We don’t tend to do that. We more easily go to those that will tell us what we want to hear.
In Acts 12, Peter was put in prison and the church prayed, talked with God about this problem. They were seeking God on the problem instead of trying to work it out themselves.

Acts 12:5-9 MESS

All the time that Peter was under heavy guard in the jailhouse, the church prayed for him most strenuously.  Then the time came for Herod to bring him out for the kill. That night, even though shackled to two soldiers, one on either side, Peter slept like a baby. And there were guards at the door keeping their eyes on the place. Herod was taking no chances!  Suddenly there was an angel at his side and light flooding the room. The angel shook Peter and got him up: "Hurry!" The handcuffs fell off his wrists. The angel said, "Get dressed. Put on your shoes." Peter did it. Then, "Grab your coat and let's get out of here." 

They looked to God because they knew they couldn’t take care of this problem on their own. How many times do we over estimate our ability to take care of a problem instead of looking to God for the solution?

If we are going to swim through the risks we face in our lives, then we need to talk to God. We need to center what we do on God. If I am going to have a Just Do It Attitude, then I need to talk to God. Develop that ability to talk to God, I am talking about prayer. Prayer is conversation with God.  TALK TO GOD.

The second thing I need to do to develop a just do it attitude;

2. Trust  - God. My oh my, this is huge. If we go back to Peter walking on the water;
Matthew 14:24-32 NLT

 Meanwhile, the disciples were in trouble far away from land, for a strong wind had risen, and they were fighting heavy waves. About three o’clock in the morning Jesus came toward them, walking on the water. When the disciples saw him walking on the water, they were terrified. In their fear, they cried out, “It’s a ghost!” But Jesus spoke to them at once. “Don’t be afraid,” he said. “Take courage. I am here!” Then Peter called to him, “Lord, if it’s really you, tell me to come to you, walking on the water.” “Yes, come,” Jesus said. So Peter went over the side of the boat and walked on the water toward Jesus. But when he saw the strong wind and the waves, he was terrified and began to sink. “Save me, Lord!” he shouted. Jesus immediately reached out and grabbed him. “You have so little faith,” Jesus said. “Why did you doubt me?” When they climbed back into the boat, the wind stopped. Then the disciples worshiped him. “You really are the Son of God!” they exclaimed.

We see that Peter talked with Jesus and then he took the risk and stepped out of the boat and he began to sink. Jesus reaches out and helps him and then said; Why Did You Doubt Me? 

Peter didn’t trust Jesus and it began to show. You and I doubt Jesus,  but if we are going to become Just do it people, then we need to trust that Jesus has our best interest in mind and that he will be with us as we do his will.
Matthew 28:18-20 MESS

Jesus, undeterred, went right ahead and gave his charge: "God authorized and commanded me to commission you: Go out and train everyone you meet, far and near, in this way of life, marking them by baptism in the threefold name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Then instruct them in the practice of all I have commanded you. I'll be with you as you do this, day after day after day, right up to the end of the age."

He will be with us as we take risks and live out the things he has called us to do. And that means simply to reach out to people around us with his love. As we do it then Jesus will be with us. We can trust that, know that, experience and live in that.

But if we don’t live it then we can’t expect him to be with us. AS I take the risks that God is asking me to take, Jesus walks with me. As I do the things that God challenges me to do, God is with me. AS I tithe, as I pray as I act upon the things God places in my mind, God is with me.
If we are going to be just do it people, the we need to talk to God, trust god and;

3. Step - Out – We have to step out and do it. We will have to make the decision to take the risk and do it. 

King David right before he died gave a charge to his son Solomon, who was succeeding him as king over Israel.

1 Chronicles 28:9-10 MESS
9“And you, Solomon my son, get to know well your father’s God; serve him with a whole heart and eager mind, for God examines every heart and sees through every motive. If you seek him, he’ll make sure you find him, but if you abandon him, he’ll leave you for good. 10Look sharp now! God has chosen you to build his holy house. Be brave, determined! And do it!”

Do it. Those are words that remind us that we have to take the initiative to do the work take the risk that God puts before us. And this is impossible to do it we don’t first talk to God and trust him to be with us as we do what he is asking us to do.
My question for you is;

What do you need to do?

