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 In 2006 Xing Liangkun a famous Chinese potter & collector publicly boasted that no person could recreate the five-layer ceramic ball he had spent 10 years making in which all 5 balls can turn without touching each other.  On national television he said: “If anyone can reproduce it, I’ll give him my three-story building, and the collections within it.” It took less than six months for Sun Zheng, a young porcelain amateur to step up to Xin’s wager. Sun created the exact same ball and demanded his prize.  Xing refused, So Sun to him to court, which ruled that Xing’s TV pledge just the same as if he signed a contract, and ordered Xing to give up the house and belongings to Sun.  Xing literally bet the house --and lost!  

 “Betting the House" means to wager everything you have on a successful outcome and leave nothing to fall back on and it dates back to a dice game called Cossoo, played by the Assiniboine tribe of Montana where two opponents –usually warriors-- would gamble using 6 dice until one reached 100 points.  It was a winner-take-all game and –if you lost a round- you had to up the ante to match the value of the total previous winning.  The pot doubled each round.  You’d keep gambling, in some cases for days –with no breaks except to eat--  waging ever increasing amounts your possessions until one of you two had nothing left, including your teepee, and your wife.  The only item you could withhold from the betting table with honor was your gun.  In cossoo you literally bet the house “bet the house.” 
I want to look at an incident in the life of Jesus where the ante is upped huge, and where Jesus followers first discover that he’s “betting the house” on his mission.  Its found in  Matthew 16:13-28 on page  with (Parallels: Mark 8:27-38, Luke 9:18-27)   When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.   This is a milestone in the lives of Jesus and his followers: Simon makes this boast about who Jesus is, and Jesus lets them know what’s at stake (like when Neo meets Morpheus in “The Matrix” and realizes that there’s much more to life and much more at stake in life).
This milestone reveals Three Risky Realities that you must face; three house bets that have been made which affect you, whether you’re aware of them or not.   The first risky reality is that A. Jesus bet the house FOR ME  It’s here at Ceasarea Philippi  that Jesus first lets on clearly who he is: the Messiah –or promised Savior of Israel but he’s going to save them by suffering for them: From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.   A couple of weeks later Jesus tells them that he, “the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." (Matthew 20:28)  And shortly after that when he tries to kick out the traders who are ripping religious people off in the temple area the religious  "What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?"  Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days."  (John 2:18-19).    Jesus is referring to his upcoming death using “Temple” as a metaphor for his body.  Jesus bet “his house” –sacrificed his body and his life for you –you’re the pot  Jesus left the comfort and convenience of heaven gambled you and I and all who would believe in his bet, to free us from Satan’s power, the penalty of sin, fear of death, and isolation from God. To win those chips, to win you.   Jesus bet the house for you, but his wager doesn’t end there.  
Look at Jesus’ response to Peter’s confession: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.  Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”   Jesus reveals his game/strategy and we’re it!  Not only are you the pot Jesus gambled for; we the church are the chips Jesus is gambling with.  And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 
B. Jesus bet the house ON US   When Peter makes his bold boast that Jesus is God and Savior, Jesus contrasts His community, his “kingdom” with the community of Caesarea Philippi which was built on a rock bluff.  And he says on this rock I will build my church, by which he means my community, assembly and refers to a people, not a place, community, not geography.  
 That’s what he’s driving at two chapters later in Matthew 18:18 when he assures his followers: “I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be£ loosed in heaven. Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.”   We are Jesus on the earth!  God has no plan B, no Defensive strategy –all offense.  One mandate: Build/advance/grow.  

St Paul got the picture  when –as a young man who had been hounding Christians- Jesus appeared to him in a vision (Acts chapter 9) and said “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me.”    And Paul shared this revelation with the Greek Philosophers at Athens: The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands. (Acts 19:24)  Paul communicated this reality with the Christians at Corinth: when he wrote them “you (church) are the body of Christ and each of you is a part of it.” And  to the Christians at Ephesus when:    We who believe are carefully joined together, becoming a holy temple for the Lord… this dwelling where God lives by his Spirit.  Ephesians 2:19b-22, NLT  “Church” is a people, not a steeple.  And we’re learning about this great letter to the Ephesians every other Wednesday from 7-8:30 as we gather to worship God & learn to read the bible for all it’s worth.  We’re digging into Ephesians chapter 1 on Wednesday, March 12th  20We are his house, built on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets. And the cornerstone is Christ Jesus himself. 
Let’s refocus on Jesus’ conversation with Peter: I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.  Jesus here reveals that C. Satan bet the house against ME/US.  God has enemies, and so do we: Satan and his demons who risked everything to rebel against God and who you and I to act/take risks  out of fear and self-interest rather than out of obedience and purpose. This is why when Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never happen to you!”  Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.”  Jesus reveals the root of Peter’s self-interest and fear: Satan himself.   Living/risking Self-interest & fear will separate you from God, stunt your personal potential, and sabotage your relationships.  
 Life requires risk, sometimes risking it all.  If you want to discover life most fully lived, then you have Three Risky Commitments to make:  1. Bet the house to BELIEVE Jesus.  at Caesarea Philippi Jesus asked what I believe is life’s most important question: But what about you?... Who do you say I am?”  Jesus made risky boasts: I am the light of the world, whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life. (John 8:12)  I am the way the truth and the life, no one comes to the father except through me… (John 14:6) if you do not believe that I am the one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins.” (John 8:24)   Simon Peter staked his life on his belief: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.  Paul echoes in Romans what Peter believed and what they both risked and sacrificed their lives for: 
 We are made right with God by placing our faith in Jesus Christ. And this is true for everyone who believes, no matter who we are. For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard… Sin pays off with death. But God's gift is eternal life given by Jesus Christ our Lord… If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is (your) Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with God, and it is by confessing with your mouth that you are saved. 
Jesus claimed that you can’t get to heaven on your own –you’re not that good.  You’ve got to trade in your self-effort for Jesus’ effort on your behalf, moving from the DO to the DONE plan to get to heaven   Our Easter Celebration is called “the Bridge” and is going to be a powerful presentation of the truth that Jesus did it for us; he bridged the gap between you and I and God, and we each have to bet our lives on it!  Bet the house: believe in Jesus as God’s son and your savior!  Direct to back of Discover Card; note 2 committed lives to Christ last week!
 A second risky commitment you’ve got to make is  to  2. Bet the house to obey Jesus  
Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?... Vv. 24-26  The greatest gamble in life is to live for your self-interests rather than God’s purposes.    For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. 
 Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven… The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.  Matthew 7:21,24-25. 
Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 
The best bet you can ever make is to follow Jesus and obey God.  You’re making a sure bet on heaven, the greatest pot ever, as Jesus promised at Caesarea Philippi  For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has done.  V. 27  We are not saved by  good works, but we are saved for  good works,and every risk you take to obey Jesus, God will reward you for.  God is not going to reward you & Discover Church for sitting on our assets.  Life’s not about the abundance of your possessions and church is not about buildings and bank accounts.  Life and church are about believing in Jesus, belonging to Jesus, and Being Jesus to his world.   Note what both Luke and Mark record Jesus as saying at the end of this conversation: If anyone is ashamed of me and my message in these adulterous and sinful days, the Son of Man will be ashamed of that person when he returns in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”   Mark 8:38  
 God wants you to 3. Bet the house to promote Jesus In Mark and Luke’s record of this discussion, Jesus concludes with this challenge: So go and make followers of all people in the world. Baptize them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach them to obey everything that I have taught you, and I will be with you always, even until the end of this age."  Matthew 28:18-20

Jesus gambled his life to win you, and he’s gambling you and I to win the world.   The church is the hope of the world IF it’s working right.  And church-as-usual is not, we’re shrinking in numbers and influence in America. Stop playing defense and take the risk to connect our culture to our savior.  

Personal application: 1. Join the church (get on the team/enlist in God’s army): Discover 101 next Sunday at 11A.  

2. Take your position: find a spot and start serving (opportunities on back of bulletin)
3. Start sharing: invite family/friends/co-workers/neighbors to Easter Celebration: The Bridge. 

Get ready to GO; change in strategy at Discover Church.  Like Jesus we are planning a risky, go for broke strategy to connect our county to Christ and grow His church –Discover Church. 

Closing Question:  Will we Discover Church bet the house to promote Jesus?  
Dear Jesus, Thank you for betting the house on us: sacrificing your body and life to reconcile us with your Father and win us from Satan.   Thank you for betting the house on us and tasking us with your mission of reconciling our world to you, our savior.  Give us the courage, conviction, and commitment to bet the house to believe in you, obey you, and promote you.   Free us from our fears that keep us from taking risks to believe, obey, and promote you, and make us into the bold, risk-taking community of faith that you want us to be.  Amen.
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