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How many of you made it to all of our RISK series messages?  What did you learn about life & risk?  --Life, and faith is full of risk. The goal of life is not to avoid risks, but to take risks to Obey God and to pursue God’s purposes.  God often asks us to take big risks, to go all-in.  Noah risked his whole family in a boat God told him to build; Abraham risked his only son Isaac; Moses risked his whole nation’s future; King David risked his life against Goliath, Jesus risked his life in dying on the cross, and his followers risked their lives to tell others about their and our savior.   
 It’s been said that You win what you wager… If you want big results, you’ve got to wager big effort.  There is no such thing as a get-rich-quick-with-little-effort system in gambling or in lie…. Simply put, effort involves risk.   Ask yourself this question: do I give one hundred percent effort every day in everything I do?  Michael DiMarco, All In: Gambling in Life, Love and Faith in a world of Risk.  
 Benazir Bhutto, murdered Pakistani prime minister said:  A ship in a port is safe, but that’s not what ships are built for.  
Jesus said: I will build my church, and the gates of hell won’t prevail against it.  We at Discover, we are that church.  Our mission hasn’t changed; it won’t change until Jesus returns again and says “Mission accomplished.”  It’s become clear to us through this series that God wants us right here at Discover church to take some risks to fulfill the mission our Lord and Savior has commissioned us achieve.  

 Here are three Risks We believe God is asking us to take: 1. GO  To go like Jesus went when he bridged the gap between God and humans by becoming one of us as the bible notes: The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood.  John 1:14a The Message 
  Jesus didn’t just open the gates of heaven and wait for us to show up.  We never would have, we couldn’t.  Sin kept us out, so God came to us, God built a bridge to heaven through Jesus.  And six people crossed that bridge on Easter Sunday here and accepted Jesus as their Forgiver and Leader in life, as Savior and Lord!   That’s something to celebrate!!  And the same Jesus who came to us, said to his followers on the first Easter Sunday:  As the Father has sent me, I am sending you."  John  20:21  How many of you want to grow more like Jesus? That’s God’s purpose of Discipleship, isn’t it!  If you want to grow, you’ve got to go. 
That’s what Jesus said: "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. Mark 16:14-16

Note the word “go” --where are we told to go?  And what are we told to do?
 "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations... baptizing them in[a] the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." Matthew 28:18-20  How much authority did Jesus say he had?  How much? (Cup ear) –ALL.  Therefore, is this command of his to GO an option?   Something we can afford to ignore or neglect? as individuals? As a church?
 HOW? Bridge the gap, Go to our guests–meet, greet, eat God told me last year that He wants us to focus on the front door.  God is bringing people to our doors, and He wants us to go to them when they get here.   How?  Put on a name tag (HOLD UP NAME TAG) --we were so proud of those of you who put on nametags last week.  Now we’d like you to make it a habit. Slap a smile on your face, walk up to someone you don’t know, introduce yourself, get their name; get to know them; grab a coffee and a treat in the coffee bar after service, or brunch with them at a restaurant.
 Going to our guests who come isn’t enough.  God wants us to Go to our community.   We went to our community at Christmas, held our holiday services at a place that irreligious people go to: a school, and we got the biggest holiday service crowd ever in the history of this church around 650 people!  Unchurched people don’t go to church, but they do go to schools & theaters and stores.     

 We believe that God wants us to look to relocate our Sunday services or campus   And we are going to investigate that this year.    We’ve begun to talk to Utica Community Schools about the possibility of using one of a school auditorium on Sunday mornings, and there may be a commercial building that we can afford –thanks to our recession.   There’s a lot of IFs in this process, and that’s where we’ll find God’s will.  How many of you want God’s will for your lives?  How many of you want God’s will for Discover church?  Before you freak out and allow the enemy of our souls to fill you full of fearful “what ifs” or tempt you to think of how change is going to inconvenience you; you’d better go to God in prayer and pray along with us: God show us how you want us to Go: go to preach your message and make disciples.  Where God guides, He provides, right!  We’ll be more specific in our annual report and we’ll dedicate a lot of time to discussing this sense we have from God at the annual meeting and subsequently.  Today we simply want to tell you what we sense God is telling us,  so that –together- we can respond in faith, and in obedience as we more clearly discern IF and –if so- how God wants us to go, to preach, to make disciples. 
 A second Risk we believe God is asking us to take: SHARE  To share is his message as Jesus said his church would: But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  Acts 1:8 [EARLY SV: God’s purpose for God’s power in God’s people is to promote God’s son.   Promotion is the purpose for the power]   And that’s exactly what God’s people did:  And every day, in the Temple and from house to house, they continued to teach and preach this message: “Jesus is the Messiah.”  Acts 5:42 NLT
Circle those words “house to house.”  Why did they go from house to house?  To share Christ with those who never went to the Temple.  That’s part of sharing: going to where you can share his message with those who need it most –people who don’t normally go to our “temple” (POINT TO BLDG) 
 Here’s a small risk: Share Our Invitations  Three of the six people who committed their lives to Jesus Christ last Sunday were here for the first time.  Do you know why? Because someone who attends here gave them an invitation to our Easter celebration.   Fact is: 2/3rds of people who don’t attend church said they would consider attending if someone invited them.   Will you be that someone?  

 Share your faith  7 out of 10 people who become Christians do so because a friend persuaded them, yet less than half of us Midwesterners share our faith with at least one person in any given year.  As Pastor Jeff shared on good Friday: rejection is a big risk to take, but one we can learn to face without fear. 
 Share your space, parking, seating,   Great job last week, leaving spots along Stead free!  Park far away, sit up front, sit in.  Share your space, do as Jesus did: he said don’t take the best spot when you gather together. Let’s save the best spots to the people who matter most to God: those who have yet to cross the bridge that Jesus built into heaven, to trusting Him.
Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling  Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms.   1 Peter 4:10, NIV 

Share your Resources  Why? Because it all comes from God anyway, right?  You can’t out-give God.  In fact Jesus taught that investment leads to increase. In the Parable of the sower he shows us that when you invest the talents, skills, experience, spiritual gifts, and passions that God has entrusted to you –The parable of the talents Give God His tithe: the 10% that the bible says is His.   
 The third risk we believe God is asking everyone of us to take SERVE:  Jesus said that He was all about service, not serve-US.  He said: For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."   Mark 10:45  The bible says that the only way the church that Jesus built works right is if each of us do our part. 
  How? With All hands on deck!  If God opens up an opportunity to go to our community through hosting Sunday services somewhere else, many more of us will have to step up and serve, or we simply will not succeed in connecting our county to Christ.  Are you doing your part?  
Jesus says: when you go, I’ll go with you; when you share, I’ll give to you, when you serve, I’ll serve through you. The bible says:  If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.  1 Peter 4:11b

 try out -volunteer to help out somewhere.  If you don’t know where you can help:  Ask where can I help out?  Take Discovery 301 in late April and find out how God has shaped you to serve.  
I’m living for an audience of one: my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  And I want to hear these words when I’ve crossed over into eternity:  'Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master's happiness!'  Matthew 25:21, NIV   
Are you taking the risks God is asking you to, in order to go, share, and serve as Jesus did?  Are you at-risk of hearing “you wicked lazy servant.” Instead of “well done, good and faithful servant?  That’s the greatest risk of all, and one you don’t want to take.  Consider taking the risk of giving 100% in all you do for God this year!  Let’s see what God will do to you, for you, through you in return!
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