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GROUP STUDY GUIDE #4: March 3-10, 2008
WARM-UP: (have a volunteer read it aloud to the group) 
“Betting the House" means “to wager everything you have on a successful outcome and leave nothing to fall back on.”   The phrase came from an Indian dice game called Cossoo, played by the Assiniboine tribe of Montana.  In Cossoo, two opponents (usually warriors) would alternately shake a bowl containing six types of dice—ranging from small stones and buttons to bits of china and crow’s claws—of various values until one has reached 100 points.  The winner would take all the wagered possessions and the loser must next bet possessions equal in value to the total of the opponent’s previous winnings. Obligated to match the other’s amassment of goods again and again opponents would wage increasing amounts of their possessions, culminating with their homes and wives.  These gamblers literally “bet the house”  (or teepee in their case).  Nothing was exempt from betting except a warrior’s weapon.  In this betting game the opponents would square off for up to two or three days --without any break except to eat or relieve themselves-- until one of the parties was completely ruined.   The only possession that an opponent could withhold from betting on while retaining his honor was his gun.  In describing Cossoo, Edwin Denig wrote to Governor Isaac Stevens of the Washington territory in the 1850s: “We have known Indians to lose everything—horse, dogs, cooking utensils, lodge, wife, even his wearing apparel.”   
ICEBREAKER:  There are many ways to “bet the house:” --you can risk all of your attention, interest, time, energy, money and resources, reputation, even your health and life and leave nothing left to fall back in the your pursuit of success.   In 90 seconds share with the group an instance where you bet the house in one or more of these ways; how your gamble turned out; what key lesson(s) you learned from the risk you took. 
SUNDAY MESSAGE: “Risk & Reward ” (02-24-08) Find an MP3 or MSWord version of this message at http://www.umatter2god.com; click on “Music Site”, then on “More Info” below “RISK Series
Personal reflection: Pastor Jeff talked about four common motivations for risk-taking: Need, Fear, Reward, God’s purposes.   Circle which one drives your risk-taking the most. 
READ Matthew 25:14-30 NIV “The Parable of the Talents”  Jesus says that this story shows a way in which God relates to us and expects from us.  With this in mind, discuss the following; 
DISCUSS:
1. What does this show you about God’s purpose and expectation for the “assets” He has entrusted you and I?
2. Who are you more like?  The 5 talent person, 2 talent person, 1 talent person? 
3. What motivated the 1 talent person to do what he did with his masters’ “trust?”  

4. Does fear ever cause you to “hedge your bets” with the talents and resources God has entrusted to your care?   Rate yourself on a scale of 0- 10  with 0 being: not at all, and 10 being: all the time.
Pastor Jeff gave four application points.  Pick one you’re willing to tackle, and write down an answer to the question.  Take the risk to commit to it.  Write the name of someone you can become accountable to follow through on that commitment with. Give someone in your group permission to call you in ONE WEEK to find out if you’ve made that commitment and contacted that accountability partner.
1. Don’t Wait – Get to work now.  Are you serving in your church or community right now?  IF not, what could you do to invest yourself in something of spiritual or civic significance? 


2. Use what you have – Use what you have available right now.  What gifts or abilities could you put to use serving God and/or others with right now?  How could you put one or more of them to use at Discover Church?

3. Do the Right Thing  --is there something in your life that you know God wants you to start/stop but you’ve been procrastinating about because it’s risky? 
4. God is #1 God’s plans & purposes for you and I are number one.   Think of a practical way you could reposition one God’s purposes* in your life.   
*God’s purposes are:
Living for God’s pleasure –“worship.”

Loving God’s people (church)  --“Fellowship”

Becoming like God’s Son (in character/conduct)  --“Discipleship”

Serving God’s church & world  --“Ministry”

Sharing God’s message  --“Evangelism”
SUNDAY MESSAGE: “Betting the House”  (03-02-08) Find an MP3 or MSWord version of this message at http://www.umatter2god.com; click on “Music Site”, then on “More Info” below “RISK Series”
ABOUT CAESAREA PHILIPPI:  It was located at the top a a 1,000 foot high rock bluff at the base of Mt. Hermon –the highest mountain in Israel/Palestine (9.000 feet) and was the most pagan city in Palestine during Jesus’ day.  At the base of the cliff the city was built upon were three sacred Pagan places: a temple dedicated to Caesar (worshipped as a god) ; a temple to Pan, and –next to it- the Cave of Pan.  Pan was the half-man/half-goat Greek/Roman god of nature, flocks and shepherds who was mischievous and promiscuous and who was credited with creating “panic” in people.   The city had been named “Panias” and is known today as “Banias.”  Pan is the only Greek god believed to have died.  During the reign of emperor Tiberius  (14-37 AD) Sailors off of Italy’s coast reported hearing “take care to proclaim that the great god Pan is dead.” Next to the temple of Pan was the cave of Pan, which –during Jesus’ day had a spring “so deep it’s depths cannot be fathomed’ –according to the Jewish historian Josephus.  In Greek mythology, the god Hermes –who escorts souls to Hades (the underworld) is Pan’s father.  The cave of Pan was nicknamed “the Gates or Jaws of Hades” because it was believed to be an entry point to the underworld.   Imagine Jesus and his disciples standing in front of these temples at the base of the cliff as you read Matthew 18:13-28.  You’ll see greater significance in both Peter and Jesus’ words.  
For more information on Caesarea Philippi go to: www.padfield.com/1996/caesphil.html  OR 
www.ancientsandals.com/overviews/caesarea_philippi.htm   
READ Matthew 16:13-28 and then share with the group new insights into the significance of the following:
a. Peter’s statement: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."  

b. Jesus’ words: this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven.
c. Jesus’ words: You are Peter,  (Greek: Rock/Rocky) and on this rock I will build my church
d. Jesus’ words:  and the gates of Hades  will not overcome it  

e. Jesus’ announcement of his coming death and resurrection  (in light of the rumors about Pan that had been circulating around that time) and his promise “whoever loses his life for me will find it.”    
APPLICATION: How do these words challenge us as professed “Christ-followers”: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father's glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has done.
How do these words challenge you personally?  Write down your answer below. 

DIGGING DEEPER:  Read Matthew 19:16-30.  Note where this discussion takes place: between Jesus’ self-disclosure at Caesarea Philippi, and his final entry into Jerusalem (Chapter 21 where and when his prediction in Matthew 16:21 will be fulfilled). 
1. What is this young man’s strategy to get to heaven? 
2. What is the significance of Jesus words in verse 21?  Why do you think Jesus said this?
3. What  does this young man’s response in verse 22 show?  

4. What/who could you not leave behind  if Jesus were to ask you the same thing right now?
5. What would be so shocking to Jesus’ followers about his words in verses 23-24?

6. What does the discussion in verses 25-27 say about them?  About Jesus?

7. What do you  think Jesus mean by his promise (vv. 28-29) and his punchline (v. 30)?

CONNECTING TOGETHER:  Share with the group ONE key way in which God has challenged you personally through this study today to “bet the house” with your God-given talents and resources or to obey Jesus in a more radical and risky way?  Write it down.
 PRAY for each other about responding to God’s challenge(s).
HOMEWORK:   Pastor Kevin listed two key truths about how Jesus “bet the House” and gave supplemental Bible verses to read in gaining a deeper understanding.  Read them and think about how they support or illustrate each of these spiritual realities. 
A. Jesus bet the house FOR ME.

Compare Matthew 16:21, to Matthew 20:28, John 2:18-19, 15:13, 10:17

B. Jesus bet the house ON US Compare Matthew 16:18-20 to Matthew 18:18-20,  28:18-20, 

1 Corinthians 12:27-28,    Ephesians 1:21-23, 3:9-11, 20-21

C. Satan bet the house AGAINST YOU.  Compare Matthew 16:22-23, to Revelation 12,  Ephesians 6:10-17;  1 Peter 5:7-9
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