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GROUP STUDY GUIDE #5: March 17-24, 2008
WARM-UP: (have a volunteer read it aloud to the group) 
As heir to the Borden Dairy estate, William Borden was already a millionaire when he graduated High School in 1904. In fact, his graduation present from his parents was a trip around the world. As the 16-year-old Borden traveled through Asia, the Middle East, and Europe, he felt a growing burden for the world's hurting people. Finally, Bill Borden wrote home to say, "I'm going to give my life to prepare for the mission field." One friend expressed surprise that he was "throwing himself away as a missionary." In response, Bill wrote two words in the back of his Bible: "No Reserves."  He began a weekly bible study and prayer group upon arriving at Yale and -by the end of his first year- had 150 freshmen participating on his way to engaging one thousand of Yale's 1,300 students by the time he graduated.  While a student, he had organized students to share Christ with their classmates and also serve the homeless and addicted in New Haven, and founded the Yale Hope Mission to shelter and rehabilitate them. After graduating Borden turned down some high paying job offers.  In his Bible, he wrote two more words: "No Retreats."  He completed Seminary at Princeton, and promptly set off for China to evangelize Muslims.  While stopping off at Egypt to study Arabic, he contracted spinal meningitis and died at age 25. Prior to his death, Borden had written two more words in his Bible. Underneath the words "No Reserves" and "No Retreats," he had written: "No Regrets."   William Bordon’s secret to living a life with no regrets: "Say 'no' to self and 'yes' to Jesus every time."
ICEBREAKER:  In a minute, share one thing you’ve said “yes” to Jesus on, and have no regrets about. 
SUNDAY MESSAGE:   “Faith’s Great Gamblers” (03-09-08) Find an MP3 or MSWord version of this message at http://www.umatter2god.com; click on “Music Site”, then on “More Info” below “RISK Series.”  
Pastor Kevin listed six faith lessons we can learn from the bible’s great gamblers listed in Hebrews 11 --people who risked their futures, their lives, their families, and even their entire nation to obey God!   

Do you remember any of those six faith lessons?  Poll the group (NO CHEAT SHEETS).  

We’ll look at a few but first let’s visit the definition of faith found in Hebrews 11:1-3  Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.  This is what the ancients were commended for.   
“God will guide me as I go.”  Read Genesis 12:1-8, and Hebrews 11:8-10 and discuss the following:

1. What did God ask Abram to do?  What did God promise to Abram?


2. How does Abrams’ life in Genesis 12:1-8 illustrate the definition  of faith in Hebrew’s 11:1

3. It’s been said that faifh is spelled “R-I-S-K”  In what ways would this have been risky for Abraham and his family?   Now read Genesis 12:10 –how did the risk increase upon arrival?
Personal reflection:  It’s been said that God led Abraham into His promised land: Canaan; but God leads us now into His “land of promises:” –the Bible!  Has God challenged you to go somewhere new with Him lately (some new step of faith, greater commitment, change, or act of obedience)?  Would you be willing to share it with the group.  Write them down below for prayer purposes.

“God can recover what I lose.”   Abram risked losing his wife to Pharoah’s harem  (Genesis 12:11-20), his nephew to raiders (Genesis 14:1-12), and his life and servants in rescuing Lot (Genesis 14:13-16).   But Abram’s greatest risk of loss was his “child of promise,” Isaac.  Turn to Genesis 22 and read verses 1-18. 

1. Why do you think God would ask Abraham (formerly Abram) to do such a thing?  What is God looking for, or looking from Abraham?  

2. What lesson(s) does this story hold for you right now?  For all of us?
It’s been said that the hardest things to let go of in life are our “babies” –the things we’ve started, launched into existence, “birthed.”    Abraham “let go” of a lot of things to go with God.  Can you name as many as able right now.

3.   Which one would be hardest for you to release to God or risk losing as a result of following God’s plan for your life
Prayer:  Pray for each other regarding the items listed in the  Personal Reflection  section listed above. 

SUNDAY MESSAGE: “Going All in & all out”  (03-16-08) Find an MP3 or MSWord version of this message at http://www.umatter2god.com; click on “Music Site”, then on “More Info” below “RISK Series”
Pastor Jeff looked at evidence on what we now call “Palm Sunday” to show that Jesus went all in (bet his very life—everything he had) and went all out (did the utmost he could) in order to win us back to God.  Each of the 4 Gospels have an account of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem on the week of his death.  
Read each and do a comparison between them as a group.  Here’s how:

A. look at the context of “Palm Sunday” and see what event(s) occur right before and after each author’s account of Jesus’ arriving in Jerusalem that final Passover holiday.

Event before 


Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem 

Event after Jesus’ entry

Matthew 21:1-17

Mark 11:1-11

Luke 19:28-46

John 12:1-19

1.  Which is your favorite account and why?

2. What unique elements does each author include?


Matthew:

Mark:

Luke:



John:

3. As a group brainstorm on all of the insights that you together have gained about Jesus and “Palm Sunday”  by reading these and comparing them.

4. In what key way are you challenged to change as you’ve looked at the life of Abraham and /or Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem?

PRAYER:  Pray for one of the other group members about that change he/she is convicted to make.  





HOMEWORK:   Be ready to report to your group what (if anything) you’ve done about the change you feel challenged to make as a result of this group study.
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