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GROUP STUDY GUIDE #3:  February 18-24, 2008
WARM-UP: (have a volunteer read it aloud to the group)
The things we most fear--crashing in an airplane, being killed by a burglar, dying on the operating table--are unlikely ever to happen to us. "We are risk illiterate," one safety expert says. "We have a completely distorted view of life's real perils." The chance of dying in a commercial airplane crash is just one in 800,000. You are more likely to choke to death on a piece of food. You are twice as likely to be killed playing a sport as you are to be stabbed to death by a stranger. And the chance of dying of a medical complication or mistake is tiny (one in 84,000). You take a far greater risk riding in a car. One in 5000 of us die that way. The next time you buy a lottery ticket, bear in mind that you are at least 13 times as likely to be struck by lightning as you are to hit the jackpot...In helping to set insurance premiums, actuaries know that this year approximately 765,000 people in America will die of heart disease, 68,000 of pneumonia, 2000 of tuberculosis, 200 in storms and resulting floods, 100 by lightning, another 100 in tornadoes, and 50 of snakebites and bee stings. Other experts can tell you that, on average, being 30 percent overweight knocks 3.5 years off your life expectancy; being poor reduces it two years; and being a single man slashes almost a decade off your life-span (unmarried females are luckier--they lose just four years off their lives.)  It has been calculated that for every cigarette you smoke, you lose ten minutes off your life expectancy.  
ICEBREAKER:  In 90 seconds share with the group an incident where you had a distorted view of a risk (something you feared too much or too little).   
SUNDAY MESSAGE: “Sink or Swim” (02-10-08) Find an MP3 or MSWord version of this message at http://www.umatter2god.com; click on “Music Site”, then on “More Info” below “RISK Series
Pastor Jeff talked about 3 keys to developing a “just do it” attitude of faith:

1. Talk - to God. Notice what Peter did he talked to Jesus. He was afraid, he was dealing with the unknown and he talked with Jesus. How often do you really talk to God about the stuff you are struggling with?
2. Trust  - God; to trust that Jesus has our best interest in mind and that he will be with us as we do his will.
3.   Step - Out – We have to step out and do it. We will have to make the decision to take the risk and do it. 

Notable Quotes: 

“Faith is spelled R-I-S-K”     John Wimber, Founder of Vineyard Church movement.

“Try not. Do or do not. There is no try.”   Yoda
READ Matthew 14:24-32
DISCUSS: 

1. What do you think frightened the disciples the most? Storm or seeing Jesus Why?  Had you been in that boat, what would have freaked you out more?  Solicit opinions.
2. What on earth motivated Peter to “go for broke?”  What do you think his rationale was?  Wanted proof positive that it was in fact Jesus, wanted to do what Jesus was doing
3. What do you think is going on here between Jesus and Peter?  What lesson(s) does Jesus want Peter to learn?  Sevaral lessons: the power of faith; God’s ability to do the impossible (even defy laws of nature) through us who believe; taking risks in faith is good; keep your focus on Jesus not on circumstances; it’s okay to fail if you’re pursuing Jesus; sink or swim –the important thing is getting out of the boat….
4. What does Jesus’ response to Peter’s request and attempt say about how Jesus views us taking faith-based risks?  Doesn’t discourage Peter from doing the impossible; invites him to step out in faith; doesn’t criticize him for his risk-taking, only for his lack of faith.
APPLICATION: in what significant way so you sense Jesus asking you to “step out of the boat?”  -Take a faith-oriented risk?  List Group members’ responses below.  Pray for these responses at the end of tonight’s session.  
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
OPTIONAL: Weekly small groups READ Matthew 28:17-20 (The Great Commission).  Bi-Weekly groups skip over this section.
Think about the stormy events of the week prior to this command to “go and make disciples of all”  --how Jesus had been hunted by a mob, arrested, nearly beaten to death, falsely convicted, and cruelly murdered (not to mention his logic-defying return to life) for doing the same thing he was now challenging them to do 
DISCUSS: 

1. In what ways would this task seem a lot like stepping out of a boat onto stormy seas to Jesus’ first followers?  Lots of disturbing distractions to Jesus directive to “go and make disciples” in the form of religious opposition to Jesus and His message  & followers.
2. In what ways would this mission be risky? Sharing the good news (gospel) that he was the promised savior of Israel got him killed; they would be risking their lives to share the gospel, as Jesus had his.  There was great opposition mobilized among the religious against Jesus and his followers.  They could reasonably expect the same (it came shortly after Pentecost with Stephen’s stoning and a severe persecution which scattered the church).
3. Do you consider sharing your faith in Jesus and beliefs about Him to others a risky mission?  Fact: in 2006 only 41% of born-again believers in the Midwest  even shared their faith with someone; in any given year only 5% of born-again believers in America persuade someone else to commit their life to Christ.  Evangelism is the least practiced spiritual discipline by born-again believers.  
4. If so, why?  If not, why? Probe for fears and insecurities.  Pool group members to see how many also have similar feelings; note that it’s common –also note that the apostles probably felt the same way as they do. 
5. Honestly, how well are YOU doing on this mission?   Invite group members to grade themselves
SUNDAY MESSAGE: A Winning System: Calculating Risk Wisely  (02-17-08) Find an MP3 or MSWord version of this message at http://www.umatter2god.com; click on “Music Site”, then on “More Info” below “RISK Series”
Using the MIT Blackjack team as an example, Pastor Jeff challenged us to start taking the right risks for the right reasons, and gave us some guidelines to use in calculating risk wisely.  Here are the questions he suggested you use as a grid in evaluating if risks wisely:
1. What is morally right?  Discover what’s right by determining what’s True in the bible. 
2. Is this for self-interest or the good of others?  --​examining your motivation.
3: What is the upside/downside.  The template for this is a Best case/Worst Case analysis which Surgeon Ben Carson advocates in his book: Take the Risk 
· What’s the best thing that can happen if I  do this?

· What’s the worst thing that can happen if I do this?  

· What’s the best thing that can happen if I don’t do this? 

· What’s the worst thing that can happen if I don’t do this?

Question 4: What am I afraid of?  Discover then defeat your fears by going to God and  admitting your fears; building faith by growing in your understanding of/belief in His Word (the bible) and facing your fears as you take the risks of obedience or purpose.
DISCUSS: Which question could help you the most in making good decisions, and why?
DIGGING DEEPER:
OPTION 1: What is morally right?  READ Matthew 4:1-11 and DISCUSS:
1. What does Jesus use as his benchmark to determine if a risk should be taken or not? Obedience to the Word of God/God’s commands. 
2. What is He NOT willing to put at-risk? His relationship with His Heavenly Father and his perfect obedience to His Father’s will & Word.
3. What IS He willing to put at-risk to live out his convictions? His life; he’s willing to die in the desert rather than disobey God’s Word. 
4. What would it look different in your lifestyle  if you were to “live by every word that comes from God’s mouth”?  Probe group on specific ways they would live differently.  SKIM THRU Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount if you want some specific ways Jesus challenges us to a radically different standard of living.
OPTION 2: “Is this for self-interest or the good of others? READ Philippians 2:3-11.

1. What does Paul urge us to do in verses 2-5 and what does that look like practically?  
My mistake: it’s verses 3-5: no selfish ambition, vain conceit, (compare to 1 Corinthians 13:4-8: God’s love “is not self-seeking” and Galatians 5:21: acts of sinful nature are selfish ambition… those who live like that will not inherit the Kingdom of God. 
2. In verses 6-8, what risks did Jesus take?  Left Heaven with all of it’s comforts and priveleges and became human (risks of birth, infancy, childhood, poverty), and went to the cross for us.
3. Why did Jesus take these risks?  Obedience to His Father, and love for us.
4. Read verses 9-11. What were the rewards for those risks?  Resurrection and exaltation.
The decision to grow always involves a choice between risk and comfort. This means that to be a follower of Jesus you must renounce comfort as the ultimate value of your life.  – John Ortberg

OPTION 3:  READ Matthew 20:20-28.
1. What risk did James & John’s mother take to make her request to Jesus? Motivated to take this risk out of self-interest (son’s success)
2. What do you think about her request?  What is ironic about it?  Put her sons’ in jeopardy by causing them to state that they could drink the cup Jesus 
3. What principle for life does Jesus lay out in verses 25-28  Leadership=service; not privilege or power or prestiege. 
4. How is living out that principle a risky prospect?  Leading Jesus’ way is tremendously counter-cultural; explore why/how with group
5. How would living like Jesus advocates here change your life?  How would your lifestyle look different if you were to take this literally?  We would organize our lives & church to serve others rather than ourselves; explore how.
OPTION 4: What am I afraid of?  READ through the “NO FEAR” Scriptures and identify which one resonates with you the most, and share why to the group.

CONNECTING TOGETHER:  PRAY for each other about the ways in which God is challenging each of you to “step out of the boat.”  Pray for Discover Church: that together we’ll become willing to step out of the boat and do whatever it takes to connect our county to Christ.  
HOMEWORK:  Pick and memorize one of the “No Fear” scriptures. 
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