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GROUP STUDY GUIDE #1:  February 4-11, 2008
WARM-UP: (have a volunteer read it aloud to the group)
"‘Behold the turtle; he makes progress only when he sticks his neck out.’ These words by James Bryant Conant [had] special meaning for writer James Michener. In 1944, when Michener was nearly 40, he was serving in the U.S. Navy on a remote island in the South Pacific. To kill time, he decided to write a book. He knew that the chances of anyone publishing it were practically nil. But he decided to stick his neck out and give it a try. Michener had decided that the book would be a collection of short stories. A friend told him that nobody publishes short stories anymore. Even so, he stuck his neck out and went ahead.  The book was published and it got few reviews, but Orville Prescott, the book reviewer for The New York Times, reported that he liked the stories. Others decided they liked the book too, and it wound up winning a Pulitzer Prize. Kenneth McKenna, whose job it was to evaluate books for a Hollywood film company, tried to persuade his company to make a movie out of it, but the company decided the book ‘had no dramatic possibilities.’ So McKenna stuck his neck out and brought the book to the attention of composers Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein II. When Broadway cynics heard that Rodgers and Hammerstein were planning a musical called South Pacific, they guffawed and said, ‘Have you heard about this screwy idea? The romantic lead is gonna be a guy past 50. An opera singer named Ezio “Pinza!’" (“Risk”)  South Pacific is generally considered one of the greatest musicals of all time. It was nominated for nine Tony Awards and won all of them, including all four awards for acting – the only musical to ever do so. And the 1958 movie version of South Pacific was nominated for three Academy Awards, winning one of them. “You can understand,” said Michener, “why I like people who stick their necks out.”

ICEBREAKER:  In 90 seconds share with the group a way in which you really stuck your neck out for a good reason, or for God.  
SUNDAY MESSAGE: “Follow the Leader” (01-27-08) Find an MP3 or MSWord version of this message at http://www.umatter2god.com; click on “Music Site”, then on “More Info” below “RISK Series
”

READ & DISCUSS: 
Jesus was, and is, the Ultimate Entrepreneur… He looked at the way things were and refused to allow them to remain that way.  He set the standard for entrepreneurship. Entrepreneurial Faith by Kirbyjon Caldwell and Walt Kallestad. 
DISCUSS: 

1. In what specific ways was Jesus a true entrepreneur? 

2. Can you think of an example from his life that shows how Jesus refused to allow things to remain as they were?  How did he change things?
Nothing is more difficult than to introduce a new order. Because the innovator has for enemies all those who have done well under the old conditions and lukewarm defenders in those who may do well under the new. - Noccolo Machiavelli
3.  Consider all the opposition and resistance Jesus dealt with during his public ministry.  Besides the events surrounding his death, what do you think was the toughest for him to deal with, and why?   Can you think of any clues in Scripture on how he got through?
Then he (Jesus)  said to the crowd, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must put aside your selfish ambition, shoulder your cross daily, and follow me. If you try to keep your life for yourself, you will lose it.  But if you give up your life for me, you will find true life. Luke 9:23-24 
Now Read Pastor Jeff’s comments on Jesus’ words: “Forget about our plans and purposes and follow God’s plans and purpose for us. Forget about what we want to do, but follow to the letter what God wants us to do, without question. Forget about what we want this church to do and be and follow God’s purposes for this church; Discover Church.”
4.  “What do you think Jesus meant by these words?”   

5. What about them do you find intimidating?  
Pastor Jess said: “We can learn from Jesus that a risking faith can bring God’s Kingdom,  God’s plans and God’s purposes to our lives and the lives of those we come in contact and reach out to. Jesus example reminds us to step out and take a risk of faith and follow him.  I believe that Jesus is challenging us to DO something to reach our community, to reach our county for Him. Playing church the same way for however long we want isn’t what he is calling us to. He is calling us to not practice religion, but to Challenge current thought of what church is. He is calling us to Look at the big picture of what is going on around us and he is challenging us to add value to the lives of disconnected and hurting people, who need to know how much God loves them. That is the risky business of following Jesus.  Will you do it? Will you follow what God wants you to do? Will you step out and do the very things he is asking you to do?

6. How are you personally challenged by these words of Jesus (in Luke 9) or Pastor Jeff (above)?  Is there anything that has God been telling you  to do?  To “shoulder?” To  give up?  Take a risk and share -in a couple words - your answer to this question
PRAY TOGETHER: Go around the group and quickly pray for another person in the group about his/her response to Question 6 (Will you commit to praying for that person and the commitment to change God wants him/her to make daily until  your group gathers again?)
SUNDAY MESSAGE: What’s Really At-Risk?  (02-03-08) Find an MP3 or MSWord version of this message at http://www.umatter2god.com; click on “Music Site”, then on “More Info” below “RISK Series”
READ: 
“Security is mostly a superstition. It does not exist in nature, nor do the children of men as a whole experience it. Avoiding danger is no safer in the long run than outright exposure. Life is either a daring adventure or nothing.”  - Helen Keller

PK said: “I see in my life what I know to be true about people, the older we get, the more risk-averse we can become.”  As our age goes up, it seems our risk-taking goes down.  POLL YOUR GROUP –Next Page--

CONNECTING TOGETHER:  POLL YOUR GROUP (show of hands) Is what Pastor Kevin said about himself true about you? (show of hands)  Are you more or less of a risk-taker than you were 10 years ago? MORE? (show of hands), LESS (show of hands).  Are you taking fewer/smaller, or more/greater faith-related risks now?  (show of hands)
REVIEW:  (02-03-08) Sunday Message point: Doing nothing can put you at-risk!  
Mark (Peter’s Interpreter in Rome) records these words which Jesus began his public ministry with: “Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!” (Mark 1:15)   

Luke recorded this caution Jesus gave to religious people who were resisting his challenge to change: And you will also perish unless you turn from your evil ways and turn to God. (Luke 13:3)
DISCUSS: Have you ever put yourself “at-risk” by neglecting to do something God told you to?
DIGGING DEEPER: 
Option 1: Luke 18:18-30,  Skim the questions below yourself, then have someone read out loud through the Read through the story of the rich, young Ruler in Luke 18:18-30, 
a. What’s your impression of this young man?  

b. Does this man’s question for Jesus and efforts at religion tell you anything about whether he’s a risk-taker or risk-avoider?
c. What was risky about Jesus’ command to this young ruler?   What was the purpose in Jesus giving this risky command to this man?


d. Do you think he calculated risk wisely in his response to Jesus invitation to “follow me?”

e. Even Jesus’ followers are disturbed by this interaction.  How are they feeling “at-risk” as a result? 

f. What rewards does Jesus offer to those who have risked it all to follow him?

g. In reading this story, how are you challenged to change?

Option 2: Read 2 Kings 20:1-19, the Story of Hezekiah.
a. How did Hezekiah response when he discovered that he was personally ill?

b. How motivated was he to get help & get better? Did he take any risks to recover?
c. What risk did Hezekiah take with the Babylonian messengers? What do you think motivated him? Were they godly, or right reasons or not?
Re-read verses 16-19: 

d. What are the future consequences for Hezekiah’s risk?

e. How does Hezekiah react differently to the announcement in Verse 19  than to Verse 1?
f. What do these differing responses say about this mature Leader’s attitude? In what ways do you see this attitude in our culture?  In the American Church?  In your heart?
g. What’s so spiritually dangerous about Hezekiah’s attitude? How can you guard against it in your own life?  
Option 3: John Ch. 4. Read about Jesus’ risk taking to reach the Samaritans in John Chapter 4. As you do, look for the following:

a. How Jesus’ actions here challenged current thinking (what did he do that was counter-cultural, against the grain, contrarian)?

b. In what ways did Jesus see “the big picture?”  that others (his followers, the woman he met) didn’t?

c. How did Jesus attempt to Add Value?  To who’s lives did he succeed in adding value?  In what ways did he add value to their lives?  

d. As a Christ-follower, in what ways are you taking risks to add value to others’ lives?

CONNECTING TOGETHER:  PRAY for each other about the risks which God is challenging you to take, and about any attitudes, habits, obstacles or limitations which are in the way.  
HOMEWORK: If you’re taking fewer faith-related risks later in life, read Caleb’s risk-taking to pursue God’s promise at age 85 in Joshua ch. 14 ---WOW!
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