At Risk
Week 6: All in, All out! – Palm Sunday Triumphal Entry

Taught March 16, 2008

For 6 weeks now we have been talking about risk. We have looked at risk and how to calculate risk wisely. We have looked at some risk takers, how to be a church that bets the house. We’ve looked at risk and reward. And today we are going to look at going all in and all out. In other words, we are going to look at how we as people and as a church body will become all in and all out risk takers for Jesus.

We talk about doing stuff for Jesus, but we wrestle with how to actually live that out in our daily lives. We can talk about doing something until the cows come home and still be no closer to actually accomplishing something. 

To becoming all in and all out people and church, we have to take action on our convictions and the purposes that God calls us to. If we don’t then we are no further along in our relationship with Jesus than we were the first day we came to know him.

James said it best; James 2:17NIV
“Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” 

If our faith doesn’t show itself in action, then our faith should be called into question.

Or said another way; “God-talk without God-acts is outrageous nonsense?” MESS
God is calling us to risk, not just think about it and talk about it. This past Thursday, someone called needing some food. He came in for help and I took him back to the food pantry. It had been a few weeks since I had been in there and I couldn’t believe how empty the shelves were. Wow!

What a need we have there. For some of you taking a risk would be to help fill the shelves of the food pantry. We could sure use it.

For others of us, taking a risk will seem a lot more risker.

When it comes to being all in all out people we are to look at and use the example of Jesus.

John 1:11-14 MESS

He came to his own people, but they didn't want him. But whoever did want him, who believed he was who he claimed and would do what he said, He made to be their true selves, their child-of-God selves. These are the God-begotten, not blood-begotten, not flesh-begotten, not sex-begotten. The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood. 
Becoming an All In Church

1. Jesus was all in as he went all out to rescue people – we see that Jesus knew that accomplishing the goal of rescuing people was going to require him to put it all in and go all out to accomplish it. 
And yet for you and I many times we ask or wonder, what do I have to do to be a follower of Jesus. The short answer is trust him. The long answer is give up my life and follow him. I have to be willing to put it all in and go all out to follow what Jesus asks of me. I have to be willing to lose my life, for his sake, so that the story and message of Jesus can be told to everyone.

Luke 9:23-24 NIV

If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it.

We have to put our agenda for life on hold and take the risks that God is leading and directing us to take. 
Is Discover Church willing to put it all in and go all out for what Jesus asks us to do or are we just willing to do that which is comfortable?

2. Embrace who we are in Jesus 

Not bringing up over and over again who we are in our own sinfulness.

(Repeat after me)

In Jesus I am forgiven. THEN STOP BEATING YOUR SELF UP FOR YOUR SIN

In Jesus I am free. THEN STOP LIVING IN BONDAGE

In Jesus I am victorious. THEN STOP LIVING DEFEATED LIVES.

Only when we embrace who we are in Jesus will we be able to live out what Jesus wants us to live out in our world. Only then will we be able to bring Jesus to our world. Discover Church, we need to Embrace who we are in Jesus, so we can be Jesus to our world and go all out by putting it all in.

2 Corinthians 5:14-18 NLT

Christ’s love controls us. Since we believe that Christ died for all, we also believe that we have all died to our old life. He died for everyone so that those who receive his new life will no longer live for themselves. Instead, they will live for Christ, who died and was raised for them.

So we have stopped evaluating others from a human point of view. At one time we thought of Christ merely from a human point of view. How differently we know him now! This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun! 

And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself through Christ. And God has given us this task of reconciling people to him. 

We have to put it all in and go all out with our lives to do what Jesus calls us to, we have to Embrace who we are in Jesus, instead of focusing on what we struggle with, and
3. Go all Out by Putting it All in – I mean that we set our lives to complete that which Jesus did for us. We make the goal of our life to Go all Out for Jesus by Putting our Life All In for Him. To accomplish those things that he wants us to accomplish. To take those risks that he is asking us to take. To fearlessly face life head on, in the power he gives us and moving forward in the strength of his promise to us that he would NEVER leave us.

John 12:12-15 MESS

The next day the huge crowd that had arrived for the Feast heard that Jesus was entering Jerusalem. They broke off palm branches and went out to meet him. And they cheered:  Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in God's name! Yes! The King of Israel! Jesus got a young donkey and rode it, just as the Scripture has it: No fear, Daughter Zion: See how your king comes, riding a donkey's colt. 

Jesus faced what was ahead of him. He knew what he would have to go through and he put it all in as he went all out to reach people. We are being asked by God to do the same thing. To go all out, by putting it all in, to tell others about God’s love for them, through Jesus. That scripture can be for us a reminder that Jesus came, He is the King and He will always walk with us as we look to him.
Discover Church; the question is; Will we do this? Or are we content just coming to church, knowing Jesus for ourselves and our families and letting the rest of the world go to hell? I’m not and I won’t. Will you join me and Kevin and Mike, the Elders and the directors in being a church that goes all out by putting it all in?

What Steps do I need to take to go all out?

Who are you going to invite to the Easter services?

For the first time in 95 years, Easter is on March 23 – one week from today! This is the earliest Easter since 1913 (it’s different every year because Passover is determined by the lunar & solar calendars). 

In a recent national survey, most Americans said they’d accept an invitation to attend a church during Easter season if someone would simply invite them! 
Recently, the Barna Institute found that 23% of Americans haven’t attended any church service in the past year. This group is called the “unattached.” About one-third of this group has never attended a church in their lifetime. How do the unattached think? The survey discovered they are:

More likely to feel stressed out  

Less likely to believe they are making a positive difference in the world 

Less optimistic about the future 

Ready for the kicker? 59% of them consider themselves to be Christians, and 62% say they pray during a typical week! 

The Survey concluded: The best chance of getting the “unattached” to a church is when someone they know and trust personally invites them and offers to accompany them. 
They are waiting to be asked! Who will you invite to one of our 2 Easter services? Ask them to come along WITH you. Inside your program you will find two invitations that have stamps on them so you can mail them out to unchurched friends today. There are more available at the guest information kiosk. 

We can also use help in serving in so many different areas. We need someone to oversee and manage our food pantry. And some of you who have been coming here a while need to go all in by taking the Discover 101 Class that we are offering again April 6th. Please sign up on your Discover Card today for that. It is a no strings attached way to find out what Discover Church is all about. Sign up today! 

Help us reach out to Macomb County as we put it all in. God is challenging us to do some pretty risky things this year and Discover Church is going all in as we go all out for Jesus!

Prayer




































