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We Americans like high rollers and Hollywood knows it and have produced a host of films with gambling as the theme, or backdrop to the plot –as you just saw.  This month the movie “21” about the legendary MIT blackjack team opens in theaters.  It seems that we admire the courage of gutsy gamblers like Kerry Packer, the Australian billionaire who once won $26 million playing Blackjack for $200,000 a hand, six hands at a time at the MGM Grand.  We admire the the faith that financier George Soros had in himself when he made the biggest bet of all on the world markets in 1992 when he risked $10 billion that the British pound would fall –and made $2 as a result.  
Let’s look at THE definition of faith in the bible, it’s found in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews.  Hebrews is a letter written to Jewish Christians who have been displaced from their home country, either due to the persecution of Nero Caesar (64 AD) or the siege & destruction of Jerusalem by Titus and Vespian from 66-70.  
 It’s a book written to inspire courage and faith during hard times as evident in chapter 10:32 “Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when you stood your ground in a great contest in the face of suffering. 33 Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and persecution; at other times you stood side by side with those who were so treated. 34 You sympathized with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your property, How many of us in  Metro Detroit could benefit from the book of Hebrews right about now?  Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.  
Wickipedia’s definition is: “To trust: To commit oneself to act based on self experience to warrant belief, but without absolute proof.”  It’s been said that life, like poker, is a game of incomplete information. [Michael DiMarco, All In].  
 As in life, Faith, by nature, is a GAMBLE.  It’s acting based on evidence, (not blind faith) but before all the evidence is in.  The bible here says that faith is a gamble
 On the FUTURE faith is being sure of what we hope for Faith is expectation. 
 On the INVISIBLE (faith is being) certain of what we do not see.  Faith is assurance, confidence.  The Quest bible comments: “When we are certain god is control of these areas (the future, and the invisible) and we live like He is in control) that’s faith. 
The writer of Hebrews goes on in verse 2: “This is what the ancients were commended for”.  Let’s look today at a sampling of some of life’s greatest gamblers in what’s been called the bible’s hall of faith –Hebrews 11.  I’ll encourage you to go home, read the entire section starting from 10:32 and extending to 12:13.  
Let’s look at the first Hall of famer: Abel. He’s the second child of Adam and Eve, born after they had been kicked out of the garden of Eden.  He learned that life’s tough  after the greatest failure in human history –the first risk based on self-interest rather than obedience to God.  He has no bible, no religious teaching,
  only his parents’ experience of God’s care after their profound moral failure.  ..the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves... The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them. Genesis 3:7, 21.   Adam and Eve painfully discover that you can’t cover up for yourself when you screw up with God.  4By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was commended as a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings.  And by faith he still speaks, even though he is dead.  
 Abel shows us that reconciliation with God  is life’s most important priority. His Realization: 1. God’s got me covered -offered to God the very thing that God used to “cover” his parents’ after their failure/estrangement.  Jesus is the ultimate example: lived a sinless life; died a sacrificial death (what Good Friday is all about). 

Second hall of famer: Enoch.  5By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who pleased God.  
 Enoch figures out that 2. Life’s best bet is PLEASING GOD   that worship: living for God’s pleasure is the most important purpose for life.  Living for God  is not about doing your thing, or nothing, but taking risks to do God’s thing.   and real worship is not about self service or lip service, but God’s service, 
 as Jesus said: "Isaiah was right when he spoke about you hypocrites. He wrote, 'These people show honor to me with words, but their hearts are far from me. Their worship of me is worthless.”  Mark 7:6-7  True worship is aligning your heart with God’s heart –caring about and doing what God is most passionate about.  What’s God’s deepest passion?  Seeking and saving lost people.  Enoch shows that pleasing God is life’s best bet –and that begins by taking the risk to entrust your life to His care; his leadership.  6And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.  Hebrews echoes this truth that Jesus clearly stated: when asked “what must we do to get in on what God’s doing? Jesus replied:  “This is the only work God wants from you: Believe in the one he has sent.”   John 6:29 And pleasing God begins with trusting God, and what He –through Jesus- has done to reconcile you to himself. (MAY EXPAND HERE, PITCH COMMITMENT TO CHRIST)
Let’s look at another Hall of Famer –THE hall of famer.  Who the bible calls “the father of all who believe. –Abraham.   8By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.
Life, like poker, is a game of incomplete information. Gambling on an uncertain future/destination takes takes faith & guts.  
 Abraham shows that when you gamble on going with God 3. God will GUIDE ME AS I GO.   9By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents.  as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. ,Faith isn’t about getting planted in a place, (church isn’t a building) it’s about joining a journey with God God challenges you and I to live in His land of promises –the bible
 12And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore… The payoff in life can be HUGE when you gamble on God –a gamble that always pays off in the next life.  Through conceiving a child with his post-menopausal wife, 11By faith Abraham, even though he was past age—and Sarah herself was barren—was enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise. God loves back-on-track stories; no life is barren –empty of potential, when God guides and you follow by faith 10For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. Looking forward to the church. Ephesians:  
 Abraham learned a great lesson of faith:  4. God will RECOVER WHAT I LOSE.   Loss is an unavoidable part of life, and of faith.  Story about rich fool: can’t keep it all, and God will ask you to risk parting with something near and dear at some point in time.   Faith lets go, lets God, gambles by giving, like Abraham: For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul?  How many of us let go of God in order to hang on to our independence, or stuff, or pleasure.  Abraham shows that whatever you gamble to go with God, you’ll get back with interest in God’s timing.  Follow Abraham’s example: Go with God no matter what you put at risk. He’ll guide you as you go, and you’ll recover what you lose. 19Abraham reasoned that God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death.   Gamble with your stuff, time, money (tithe) attention when you give, serve, lead, and God will recover any and all that you lose in the process (if not here, then many times over in the next life) --you have Jesus’ word on it: when the age to come has arrived, the Son of Man will sit on his great throne…  all those who have left houses, brothers, sisters, father, mother, children, or farms to follow me will get much more than they left, and they will have life forever.  Matthew 19:28a, 29  Jesus left the comfort, power, privilege of heaven –gambled it all on winning you and I back to God; that is what this season of Lent (40 days before Easter) focuses on [Phil 2:5-8].   If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 18even though God had said to him, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” 17 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 
Another hall of famer who left lots, left royalty, to gamble on going with God is Moses –and he learned his gambling ways from his parents.   Let’s pick up Hebrews 11 at verse 23: 26He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward.25He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time. 24By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. 23By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. 
 By far the Old Testament’s greatest gambler, Moses, shows us that 5. God will PROTECT WHEN I OBEY.  Moses left Egypt twice: once motivated by fear –a murder fleeing and eluding Pharoah, , and the second time: by faith –and placing at risk the lives of a whole nation.   27By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible…  29By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to do so, they were drowned.  What’ made the difference?  Moses went with God the second time.  He had encountered God, entrusted his life to God’s care, and committed his life to pleasing God  no matter what was at-risk. Have you encountered God?  You will here at Discover; our vision is to become a center of spiritual discovery, development, and demonstration.  COMMENTS on God having your back (HS: paracletos –backside shield-bearer) and challenge to take risks based on obedience to God’s Word and God’s leading. 
Let’s pick up in Hebrews 11 verse 32And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, He goes on to give a laundry list of gambles on God that paid off big here and now.  
 And then he lists the greatest gamblers of ‘em all:  Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might gain a better resurrection. 38the world was not worthy of them. 37They were stoned; they were sawed in two; they were put to death by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— 36Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and put in prison. 
 They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. 40God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect. These are God’s greatest gamblers; faith’s biggest betters!  What makes you a great gambler is to ante up in life and faith when you’re losses are greater than your gains; when your chips are down; when you’ve been dealt a bad hand.  Obeying God is a risk.  Pursuing God’s purposes for your life, marriage, future, family is a gamble.  Why gamble your time, attention, energy, money, freedom, and future on God? 39These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised. 
 On following Jesus?  Here’s why: 6. God will REWARD EVERY RISK of faith.  That’s what the bible says here in Hebrews 10: So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded.  You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised.  That’s what the parable of the talents shows: risking in faith brings rewards!  That’s what the bible’s hall of faith shows us: God rewards risky obedience. 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 2Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.  Heb 12:1-2

 Application: Give all TO God (Bet the House) stop hedging your bet and holding back those areas of your life you refuse to yield to God.   Give all FOR God (Go for broke)  Throw yourself fully into becoming like Jesus in your character and conduct, serving God in your gifting, and sharing Christ with others.  God will reward every risk.  Step out, don’t shrink back!
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