At Risk

Week 3: Follow the Leader

Taught January 27, 2008

The history of Detroit is full of entrepreneurs who revolutionized industry. The auto industry is the most thought of and looked at when Detroit is mentioned. Men, who risked their fortunes, reputations, even their lives to bring about dramatic change to the way of life in Detroit and around the world. Henry Ford, Ransom Olds, William Durant, Walter P. Chrysler and Henry Leland, just to name a few.

My grandfather use to tell me about “Working for the old man.” Meaning Henry Ford Sr. He explained that when he came to Detroit to work for Ford Motor it was for $5 a day and it was two times the minimum wage at that time.

I remember him telling me that the “Old man” was a tough cookie to work for, but he was fair.

The risks that these men took, the innovation and change that has occurred as a result of them stepping out and doing something risky and different continues to make a huge impact in our world economy and in the way that the production business is run today. 

I think it is amazing to be a follower of Jesus. We are at a time and place in history that in my opinion is an amazing time to follow Jesus. NO time in history has the movement of Christianity been so sad. We in America take our faith so for granted and yet God is calling us to something much bigger than ourselves.

We are being called to follow the example of Jesus. We are being called to not only follow his example but to follow his lead in our lives. And yet, I know for myself, I don’t always do that. I tend to choose the things that are comfortable and convenient for me, instead of choosing to do what God wants me to do. How sick and twisted is that?

If I were to honestly follow God’s lead, I would risk a whole lot more for the cause of Christ. I look back on my life and see times that I did step out and risk, yet now it is so easy to play it safe. What could I possibly lose if I follow God’s direction for me? What could you possibly lose if you followed God’s direction for you? What could we possibly lose if we followed God’s direction for Discover Church?  The short answer is EVERYTHING! God wants you and I to lose everything. He wants us to trust him more and ourselves less. And this all started when we chose to follow Jesus, but we’ve forgotten that, we’ve gotten comfortable and as Kevin has said in the last two weeks, we have domesticated our faith. Making it something that fits us real good! Look at what Jesus says:
Luke 9:23-24 NLT If any of you wants to be my follower, you must put aside your selfish ambition, shoulder your cross daily, and follow me. 24If you try to keep your life for yourself, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for me, you will find true life. 

Deny yourself take up your cross………

Forget about our plans and purposes and follow God’s plans and purpose for us. Forget about what we want to do, but follow to the letter what God wants us to do, without question. Forget about what we want this church to do and be and follow God’s purposes for this church; Discover Church.
I have to be honest, that is not always easy or pleasant. But God offers to give us a full and complete life if we do it. Will you do it? Will you follow what God wants you to do? Will you step out and do the very things he is asking you to do? That is where the rubber hits the road. Saying we follow God is one thing, following through on what God wants us to do is the real thing. 

Erwin McMannus said:

“Jesus did not suffer and die so that we could build for ourselves havens, but so that we might expand the kingdom of His love."


Expanding the kingdom of God is the only reason why we are still here after coming to faith in Jesus.
If you and I are going to follow – through on what God wants us to become then we have to Follow His Lead. God was and still is a risk taker. He is an innovator and entrepreneur, and following God requires risk on our part.

That is the purpose of this series to help us take a look at what God is challenging us as people as a church to consider and then to consider the risk and follow God’s direction for us.

Being a follower of Jesus is risky business. So let’s take a look at;
Risks Jesus Took

1. Challenged Current Thinking
The prevailing thought in Jesus day was that God was a harsh taskmaster and in order to please him you had to strictly follow every part of the Mosaic Law and the established customs and traditions. (That could be said about us as well) This created incredible feelings of guilt and inadequacy among those who wanted and tried to follow God.
And Jesus challenges their thinking when he said;
Matthew 5:27-28 NLT  You have heard that the law of Moses says, ‘Do not commit adultery. But I say, anyone who even looks at a woman with lust in his eye has already committed adultery with her in his heart.
And this example of Jesus continued through the new contract he was offering with God. The contract being one of not guilt and bondage, but of love and forgiveness and freedom.  And that contract is offered to us freely through his death and resurrection.
If we are going to make a difference in Macomb County there has to be a different way of doing what we do as a church. Because, this isn’t working. It isn’t producing people who are connecting other people to Jesus. Let’s take a risk. Let’s do something risky with the faith God has given us.
Jesus took a risk by Challenging the current thinking of his day. The second risk Jesus took was he;

2. Showed The Big Picture
Meaning that he helped people to see a little bit of the bigger picture. He helped them to see beyond themselves and their immediate situation, circumstance or need.

Jesus followers even after his resurrection enquired about his plans. When was he going to restore Israel;

Acts 1:4-8 NLT  In one of these meetings as he was eating a meal with them, he told them, “Do not leave Jerusalem until the Father sends you what he promised. Remember, I have told you about this before. 5John baptized with water, but in just a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 6When the apostles were with Jesus, they kept asking him, Lord, are you going to free Israel now and restore our kingdom?  The Father sets those dates,” he replied, “and they are not for you to know. 8But when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, you will receive power and will tell people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

What is amazing to me is human nature. As I read that scripture and see what those people did and how silly they were. There is a side of me that says, You are dumb as dirt. Wake up! But there is another side that says; I am just as dumb if not even worse, because I know the truth and I still, too many times fail to follow it.

Jesus taught that the kingdom of God was not some distant dream world but a kingdom they could live in right then. Notice he was focusing them on the big picture. It is where God’s will is done. It is where they could feel safe and secure, even when the oppressors are shouting and shaking their fists at them. 
And that is a reminder to us that God’s Kingdom is here NOW. Not when we get to heaven, but now. God didn’t abandon us, but he offers for you and I together to live in and experience his kingdom now. If we aren’t, then we aren’t risking the way Jesus did, by engaging people and life with the offer of God’s love, power, strength and forgiveness.

Jesus took a risk by Challenging the current thinking of his day and showing the Big picture. The third risk Jesus took was he;

3. Added Value
Jesus looked at life around him and saw how he could add value. He brought eternal value to ordinary human life.
To the woman who met him at the well, a woman who endured social exile and who lived in immorality, Jesus offered her living water and he generously poured it into her life.  (Jesus replied, “If you only knew the gift God has for you and who I am, you would ask me, and I would give you living water.”)
To those who were blind Jesus added sight, to Zacchaeus, the corrupt tax collector, Jesus added real wealth, and to Lazarus, Jesus’ close friend who died, Jesus added life to his days.

We can learn from Jesus that a risking faith can bring God’s Kingdom,  God’s plans and God’s purposes to our lives and the lives of those we come in contact and reach out to. Jesus example reminds us to step out and take a risk of faith and follow him.

I believe that Jesus is challenging us to DO something to reach our community, to reach our county for Him. Playing church the same way for however long we want isn’t what he is calling us to. He is calling us to not practice religion, but to Challenge current thought of what church is. He is calling us to Look at the big picture of what is going on around us and he is challenging us to add value to the lives of disconnected and hurting people, who need to know how much God loves them. That is the risky business of following Jesus.

Will you do it? Will you follow what God wants you to do? Will you step out and do the very things he is asking you to do?

My question for your reflection is: What Will You Do?































