WHATEVER?!
(It’s All Relative Series)
Let me read something to you.  Let me know whether you agree or disagree.  

Excerpts from the TRANSCRIPT: President Barack Obama's Inaugural Address Jan. 20, 2009 

That we are in the midst of crisis is now well understood… badly weakened, a consequence of greed and irresponsibility on the part of some, but also our collective failure to make hard choices and prepare…for a new age. 

...a nagging fear that [our] decline is inevitable, and that the next generation must lower its sights. 

Today I say to you that the challenges we face are real. They are serious and they are many. 

They will not be met easily or in a short span of time. But know this - they will be met. On this day, we gather because we have chosen hope over fear, unity of purpose over conflict and discord. 

The time has come to reaffirm our enduring spirit; to choose our better history; to carry forward that precious gift, that noble idea, passed on from generation to generation: the God-given promise…
Starting today, we must pick ourselves up, dust ourselves off, and begin again the work of remaking America. 

(Now, there are some who question the scale of our ambitions - who suggest that our system cannot tolerate too many big plans. Their memories are short. For they have forgotten what God [this country] has already done…)
It is the firefighter's courage to storm a stairway filled with smoke, but also a parent's willingness to nurture a child, that finally decides our fate. 

This is the source of our confidence - the knowledge that God calls on us to shape an uncertain destiny. 

With hope and virtue, let us brave once more the icy currents, and endure what storms may come. Let it be said by our children's children that when we were tested we refused to let this journey end, that we did not turn back nor did we falter; and with eyes fixed on the horizon and God's grace upon us, we carried forth that great gift…and delivered it safely to future generations. 

Agree?  Disagree?  This was from President Obama’s Inaugural Address on Tuesday this week.  That this country faces many challenges and is in many crises is agreed upon by virtually all.  That the church in America is in a similar situation is agreed upon by many.  That many families are hurting and struggling most would agree.  That your family or my family is in trouble and needs fixing – this we seem unwilling to admit.

How are our homes doing?  Do we need restoration in our relationships with our children?  Scripture shows us that the family is the core or root or foundational unit on which God build’s.  Aside from your personal relationship with Jesus, the relationships you have in your home are the most critical.  
1 Timothy 3:5 If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God's church? (NIV)

For this reason alone we should be concerned with how we are doing in our relationships at home.  Parent to kids and kids to parents.  This goes both ways.  

Kids: Ephesians 6:2a "Honor your father and mother" (NIV)

Parents: Proverbs 22:6 Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it. (NIV)

That the family is critical to God’s purpose is not debatable.  How we respond to our heavenly Father’s instruction (and correction when needed) is truly reflective of our love for Him.  Simply put, God says that, “If you love me, you will obey what I command.” John 14:15 (NIV).   God has gone to great lengths to display His love for us and even give us words of encouragement and instruction on how to display our love for one another.  Today we are going to look at just such a verse and apply it to our relationships with our children.  And for all the youth that have joined us today you will hear how to apply this verse to your relationship with your parents.
Malachi 4:6 (NIV) He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers
It’s a simple, one-line verse with a unique status.  It is the last verse of the Old Testament.  The last words spoken by God through His prophets until the proclamation of the coming of His son, Jesus Christ.  Some would say that this verse, simply by virtue of its position in the scriptures is one that merits much meditation and study.  Some might say it is CRITICAL.  I am just such a person.  Not only do I believe it is critical to the Church of God worldwide and historically, but I believe it is critical to our church at this time.  This verse speaks of making things right.  Restoring relationships.  Getting back on track.  

The Hebrew…

And he shall turn
shuwb  (shoob) – to turn back, to return, to restore


the heart
leb  (labe) – the inner man, the will, the understaning


Do you think that we have a need today for the “hearts” in our community, church family, or even homes to be “turned”?  Today we are going to look at the hearts of parents and teens; however, throughout this series we will take time to look at the some to these other relationships.
Now before those of you without teens checkout I want you to remember that when Malachi was unpacking this message from God for the Israelites he did not separate the people into groups.  He did not say, “Okay, all the parents to the left and teenagers come back at noon, then those who don’t have any kids come back around 4ish.  Please do not fool yourself into thinking that this message is not for you.  The church in America today is doing a poor job at best at resolving our conflicts and mending our broken relationships.  We would rather walk away than push through the pain to pursue healthy relationships.  The points that Malachi brings to us are not directed at “parents” or “teens”, rather to those who have chosen to align themselves with God and His values, His virtues, His game-plan. 
Malachi uses seven rhetorical questions which are designed to convict Israel of her spiritual indifference and cause the people to return to God.  These questions reflect the broken or strained relationship Israel was having with their heavenly father.  I believe that these questions reveal similar areas that are broken or strained between parents and youth today.  Let’s look at a couple.
They DOUBTED God’s love.   (Do you doubt each other’s love?)
"I have loved you," says the LORD. "But you ask, 'How have you loved us?'
Question number one:  How have you loved us?  They evidently questioned His love for them – even after God reasserted His love for Israel.  Kids and parents are asking this same question of each other today; “How have you loved me?”
The Hebrew word translated here as love, has more of an emphasis on choice or election than on emotion, although emotion is involved. 

We usually think of love as some warm, fuzzy feeling that we have toward someone, but that is not true love.
Why did they doubt God’s love?  Did God stop loving them?  Stop showing them His love?  What makes someone feel unloved?  Listen to some of the responses our teens gave when asked to comment on their relationship with parents:

· They spend more time with your younger siblings

· They don’t listen to me 
· They are not active in our lives

· They are too strict

· Stop yelling at us for the little things (It’s very annoying!)

· They act different around others than at home

· They yell instead of talking to me like a person

· They expect me to be flawless

· My parents put on a fake show for everyone.  Our family is not perfect and sometimes we have problems.

· They don’t want to be a part of the solution until it is too late.  They don’t care about school until you are failing.

· They want it to look like they are involved in your live, but don’t really care.

Do these sound like youth that feel loved?  Remember the word God uses here for love places a greater emphasis on choice than emotion.  He chose the Isrealites.  They are His Number One Draft Pick.  What a feeling to know that someone picks you over everything else.  Is that how you feel mom and dad?  Is that how you feel kids?  We could spend much time speculating as to why the Israelites doubted God’s love, but that is not our focus today.  Why do our kids doubt our love?  I believe we have some answers on this slide.  Before we move on I want to address the kids with us this morning.  On the screen we have what I believe are some of the reasons you don’t feel loved at times.  Here is one reason mom and dad don’t feel loved:

“If you love me, you will obey what I command.” John 14:15 (NIV).
Combine this with:

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2"Honor your father and mother"—which is the first commandment with a promise— 3"that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth." Ephesians 6:1-3
Obedience and Honor speak love to mom and dad.  When someone doubts another’s love – it is displayed in their actions.  Just look at the Israelites:
They TRIED God’s patience (Do you try each other’s patience?)
You have wearied the LORD with your words. "How have we wearied him?" you ask. Mal 2:17(NIV)
You make God tired with all your talk (The Message)
Parents, have you ever thought the same?  Kids, how about you?  Mom and dad ever make you tired with all their talk?  Here is where it gets hurtful and actions many times result in damages.  The Israelites started to question God’s justice.  They said that those who were doing evil in God's sight were not just getting away with it but that because God didn’t act, that meant He was delighting in the injustice.  They asked, “Where is the God of justice?”  They started to push God’s buttons – and they knew which buttons to push.  Our kids know what buttons to push, don’t they?  Parent’s hear this…..you know what buttons to push too.  Look at this scripture with me:
Eph 6:4 (NLT) Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger by the way you treat them. Rather, bring them up with the discipline and instruction that comes from the Lord.

Colossians 3:21 (NCV) Fathers, do not nag your children. If you are too hard to please, they may want to stop trying.
Boy O’ Boy this scripture is speaking to me.  I can stir the pot with the best of them.  I know exactly how to provoke anger and nag my kids.  Just ask them.  The scariest part of this for me is that I see my short-temper coming out in my kids.  It is easy to provoke them to anger because I have modeled anger for them.  Thankfully, since this is true, I can remove both the source and the catalyst from their lives.  I can control my anger and my provocation.  How?  With God’ help.  
Philippians 4:13 (NIV) I can do everything through him who gives me strength.
The question is, “Will I stop?”  Parents, we all know that our kids can and do try our patience?  If we are being honest, we tried our parent’s patience.  Didn’t I, Mom?  But now we are sitting at the grown-ups table.  Hopefully, we see things much more clearly now than when we were children.  Now we can see the cost.  The cost that has resulted from inaction on the part of many.  The cost of the necessary action required now.  And the great reward from obedience to God’s commands. 

1 Corinthians 13:11 (NIV) When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me.

Here is the cost of our inaction, parents and teens alike, in case you were unable or unwilling to see it:
They DESERTED God’s ways.
Malachi 3:14 "You have said, 'It is futile to serve God. What did we gain by carrying out his requirements?’”
They said it was vain to serve God - They questioned what profit there was in keeping His ordinances.  Honestly, this is a very real condition of the heart in the youth ministry.  It very well may be a reality with many adults in the church as well.  You need to know that this is not the way that this generation was created.  This is a result of slowly fading out God’s plan and replacing it with any one of the world’s alternate plans.  It was certainly a reality in the generation or two the followed the restoration of Israel. Today, many of us are a generation or two removed from similar moves of God.  Healthy relationships with God are not part of your earthly inheritance.  What I mean is, you don’t get your Grandparents relationship with God.  You have to develop your own.  Your kids don’t get your relationship they have to develop their own.  They need to see value in God’s ways for themselves. 
Read the last verse of the Old Testament, Malachi 4:6. God is looking for families where the hearts of the fathers are turned to the children and the hearts of the children are turned to their fathers. That is, families where the biblical faith of the fathers is maintained. These are families in which there is repentance from sin, and the authority structure in the home is honored and respected. God is looking for Malachi 4:6 families. 

Does this seem too hard to do now?  Considering where you are currently?  Spiritually?  Relationally?  With your kids?  With your parents?  With God?  To quote Dr. Phil, “How is that working for you?”  Seriously, are you content?  Satisfied?  Excited about how your relationship with your parents is working out?  Is there no one here who wishes they could have a “do over” with their kids?  Have you ever wished that you had more of your children’s heart?  Wish you could talk to your Dad or Mom about things you don’t feel safe bringing up now?  Now is the time to turn away from “business as usual”.  It is not working!  Turn toward God’s plan.  Begin with this:
Kids:  Honor dad and mom!  Respect them!  Not because they have earned it but because God said this is His plan for your success.  Let’s face it, your way probably has not resulted in the best relationship.  If you are looking for a better way – God has one for you.
Parents:  Stop nagging and start teaching.  There are too many scriptures to list here about the parents requirement to teach – just know that God’s plan for your success is to have you focus on teaching, instructing and encouraging the treasure He entrusted you with.  Discipline is a huge part of this as well but remember – God created our children and placed them with us to care for and guide.  They are His, created for a purpose, and He is NEVER wrong.  We get to join in with what He is doing not the other way around.  
Turning toward also means turning away.  God’s wisdom is so perfect – look at the challenge He provides to both parents and kids.  It is for both to do the same job.  Both must turn toward the other.  There is middle ground to be found.  Digging-in and insisting on the other turning toward you does not align with what God is saying.  Both turning, both giving, both choosing the other in love is how we follow God’s plan.  

Remember, we didn’t get into unhealthy relationships over night, it was a slow fade to apathy, to disrespect, to indifference.  It is going to take time to restore health.  But we can’t do it unless we are willing to turn the ship, change course, return the hearts of the fathers to the children and the hearts of the children to the fathers.  The way God intended.  That’s God’s plan for our success.  For the sake of our families, the church and the kingdom of God. 

Pray for your own family and for other families. Pray for more Malachi 4;6 families.










