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It’s All Relative
Week 1: What’s The Big Idea
January 18, 2009

Good Morning, today we are kicking off a brand new series; It’s All Relative. Over the next 8 weeks we are going to deal with relationships, family and marriage. Things like;

Dating/courting/marriage/babies(I call this the sex talk)/ parenting/ teens/ In-laws and out-laws/ Aging/dealing with aging parents and living happily ever after. Just to name a few. 
This morning I am talking about the Big Picture or I should say God’s Big idea. This world and our lives were God’s idea and even though it is sometimes difficult to figure out what he is doing, it is easy to see why he arranged things the way he did. The Bible says it this way;

Genesis 1:27 - 31 (NLT) 27    So God created people in his own image; God patterned them after himself; male and female he created them. 28God blessed them and told them, “Multiply and fill the earth and subdue it. Be masters over the fish and birds and all the animals.”  29And God said, “Look! I have given you the seed-bearing plants throughout the earth and all the fruit trees for your food.  30And I have given all the grasses and other green plants to the animals and birds for their food.” And so it was.  31Then God looked over all he had made, and he saw that it was excellent in every way. This all happened on the sixth day.

Notice that God’s creation was one that was connected. The animals had mates and had connection to one another. And God created people to have unity. He made them male and female, men and women. God’s creation was one of community. He created community in the garden of Eden and that community carried over into the first family and the creation of it. 

Genesis 2:21-25 NLT 

So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and closed up the place with flesh. 22Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 23The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.” 

24For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. 25The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.

This entire creation of woman for man is a word picture for you and I. Let’s hear it loud and clear. God goes through this entire exercise with Adam to show him that he doesn’t have a companion. All the animals, birds and every living creature has a companion, someone to be in community with, but Adam didn’t. And God used this exercise with Adam to show him that he was to be connected to someone else.
God made a woman for man so they could have community, so they could be together, so they could function and be interdependent on each other. What I’d like to spend the rest of this message on is defining marriage, or more importantly;
What Is The Purpose Of Marriage Is?

1. Display God’s Image 
I believe the basis for marriage and family lies in this foundational scripture;

Romans 8:29-30 NLT

29 For God knew his people in advance, and he chose them to become like his Son, so that his Son would be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And having chosen them, he called them to come to him. And having called them, he gave them right standing with himself. And having given them right standing, he gave them his glory.

This scripture points clearly to the fact that God makes people to become like his son, Jesus. The reason it is all relative is because Jesus is the connection point for all people. God’ wants all people to be like Jesus.

And God wants us to display his image to each other in marriage. We are to love one another as Jesus loved us and gave his life for us. We are to respect each other. This isn’t about who is in charge or who is top dog. It is obvious that God originally created us to be mutually connected and work together. The fall has distorted everything as it relates to men and women relating, connecting and respecting each other. And God wants us to display the image of his son in our lives and through our marriages. It is no surprise that the church is called the bride of Christ and Jesus is the groom. Our connection to each other in marriage is a picture of Jesus’ connection to the church.

I’m not here to soft sell anything, but to talk about truth. It doesn’t work any other way. The truth about displaying God’s Image in marriage never shows itself more than in the disagreements or discouragements we have in marriage. How are you doing at showing the image of God when you are discouraged in your marriage?


How are you doing at this? How are you doing at being Jesus to your spouse if it stops working or if I don’t love you or if you gain a lot of weight, or you become an ornery chump. It is one man and one woman reflecting the image of God back to each other and choosing to love each other no matter what comes their way. And to care for each other no matter what. To be image bearers of God, to be conformed in the likeness of Jesus. To show love, be love, to offer selfless care and concern to someone else. So how are you doing reflecting the image of God to your spouse and family?
The first purpose of marriage is for husbands and wives to display God’s Image. The second purpose is;
2. Commit to ONE PERSON
This is so tough because we hear that and we think, yeah, ok I can and I am doing that, but how good are you doing it when things suck in your life and your marriage? How are you accomplishing that when the proverbial poop hits the fan over and over again? Or when you continue to have conflict and stress?
The problem is that many people go into marriage with unrealistic romantic expectations. A woman frequently marries looking for fulfillment in her relationship with her husband. Her husband, on the other hand, marries looking for fulfillment outside the marriage in his job or in a hobby. And some sex.
In marriage then we find a wife trying to get her needs met in her husband and a husband wanting his wife to be with him while he gets his needs met outside the home. Wives tend to want relationship. Husbands tend to want companionship. 
God, knows this and puts us together with the intent that overcoming our differences will help make us more like His Son. He wants neither one of us in marriage to try to get our "needs" met in the other. He put us in the relationship to help us learn to be givers not takers. 
Genesis 2:24-25 NLT

24For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. 25The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.

That verse is a statement of commitment. That word translated “united” means attached to, glued to, velcroed together. Committed to.

One problem in understanding marriage from God’s perspective is that God does not call us to commit to a relationship (or even to get anything out of a relationship). He has called us to commit to a person. There is a big difference between a loving a person and loving a relationship.  A genuine loving commitment to a person requires selflessness -- the goal being to give and get nothing back (1 Cor 13:5). Loving a relationship, on the other hand, feeds selfishness, because it is committing yourself to something you will benefit from. It is an investment in yourself. Impatience, anger, and frustration will flourish in a relationship where the relationship itself is valued more than the other person it involves. Giving to get is never consistently satisfying. Where do you need to be more selfless? How can you be more selfless with your spouse and your family? Maybe it is meeting her needs instead of your own.
The purpose of marriage is to display God’s image, to commit to one person and to;


3. Raise and Care for Family
The scripture say this;

Genesis 1:28 (NIV) 28God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 

The intent for marriage was one man and one woman. It is clear, you don’t have to believe me or even believe God’s word, but think of this one question; How did God intend for people to reproduce? One man and one woman, can make many, many children. It doesn’t work any other way. Yeah, we can adopt. Yeah we can do in vitro. Yeah we can have surrogates. But God planned it as one man and one woman. Because human reproduction can’t happen any other way. We have to remember that it was sin that brought these changes and other alternative family structures. But it wasn’t God’s Plan.

The purpose for having and raising children is to help them to know and trust in the God and Father that we are believing and trusting in. To be an example to them by what you say and do. Show them Jesus and be Jesus to them. Show them God and love them like God does, unconditionally. It is tough and challenging to do this, but it can be done.

I also believe that this also applies to couples who can’t or don’t have children. They do this by the way they engage and interact in the lives of children of people they know and are connected to. Their goal is to lead and direct them to Jesus, to love them like God loves them, to show them the church in action, people loving people regardless of the circumstances, just like their parents.
This area of raising and caring for family also goes beyond just having kids but also has to do with how we interrelate with our respective families and how we care especially for our parents as they get older. In Biblical times, families lived together and there were many generations and the oldest, the parents were looked up to, sought out for wisdom, respected and cared for. Just how God planned it, yet today, we live in a fragmented world. Our lives and our families are fragmented and disjointed. We don’t respect our families and we want to put away our parents as they get older so we don’t have to deal with it. I think we are losing so much when we do that. And yet I have witnessed many families struggle as they care for aging parents. But I believe it is the right thing to do. As the Bible reminds us;
Exodus 20:12 NLT

“Honor your father and mother. Then you will live a long, full life in the land the Lord your God is giving you.

My question to you is: Who do you need to build into or care for? And how can you best do that? What are some ways you can do that for your parents, your spouse, your children, the meaningful people in your life; your family? Do you get together with family and enjoy their company or grip, whine and complain about what pains in the back side they are?
I don’t know about you, but in my marriage & family I want it to be what God intended it to be. I want to live in the blessing of the promises and plan of God instead of the curse of the fall. I want to have a relationship with my wife, Carol, that is one that I am committed to her no matter what. Whether I get my way or not. Whether we have sex as often as I think we should. I want to be there for her no matter what comes our way and committed to her no matter how difficult life gets. I deserve nothing but the worst because of who and what I am, but God has been gracious to me in my marriage and has given me way more than I could have ever expected. He has blessed me with a woman who is honorable and loving. One who is selfless and giving and it humbles and changes me to be with her.

God wants that for each and everyone of us. He wants us to be moved and humbled by his love in our lives and the family that is in our lives, because it is a reflection of his love toward us. Even if we had a messed up family (and we all do), God wants us to know that he can fill the void of what we didn’t have. God loves us no matter what! He wants us to know and experience that love and he wants us to share that love with others.

Starting February 15 we are going to be offering a study for our small groups called Fireproof. If it based on the movie and there is a flyer in your program explaining it. I encourage you to do it! Jump in a small group and participate in it.

I’ll love you more tomorrow, than I love you today

I’ll love you in the sorrow and unexpected pain,

I’ll love you in the sunlight and in the pouring rain

My love, my life, my flame
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