When God Says “Go”

 Connecting our county to Christ, #1, August 3, 2008

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last.  John 15:16
Jesus says we are to be a ________________

_______________________________! 
bear fruit: “to connect people to Christ in a life-changing way.”  

This same Good News that came to you is going out all over the world. It is bearing fruit everywhere by changing lives, just as it changed your lives from the day you first heard and understood the truth about God’s wonderful grace.   Colossians 1;4-6, NLT
Why are we preparing to host Sunday celegrations at the Eisenhower Performing Arts Center (Ike PAC)? 

A. Jesus’ ______________________is clear: 

Go to the people of all nations and make them my disciples. 

Matthew 28:19 (CEV)

“Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone. 

Mark 16:15 (NLT)

It is written that the Christ would suffer and rise from the dead on the third day and that a change of hearts and lives and forgive-ness of sins would be preached in his name to all nations, starting at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. 
Luke 24:47-48
" As the Father sent me, I now send you."           John 20:21 (CEV)
“…you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses.. to the ends of the earth." Acts 1:8 (NIV)

B. Jesus’ ___________________is compelling:

The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood…  John 1:14 The Message
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In your lives you must think and act like Christ Jesus.  Christ himself was like God in everything. But he did not think that being equal with God was something to be used for his own benefit. But he gave up his place with God and… became like a servant. 

Philippians 2:5-7, NCV
C. Why there? ___________________________
· 19.7% Michiganders are in church today**
· Only 18% of Macomb County residents are “born again.” 
· 677,000 Macomb county residents are headed for hell. 

..wake up and look around. The fields are already ripe for harvest. The harvesters are paid good wages, and the fruit they harvest is people brought to eternal life.  

John 4:35, NLT
D. Why now?____________________________
________________________ 
· The L.T. trend is negative (14.7% “churched” by 2020**)

· The culture is at stake (we’re becoming post-christian)
·  Kids & grandkids will face the consequences

“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And how can they believe in him if they have never heard about him? And how can they hear about him unless someone tells them?  And how will anyone go and tell them without being sent? 

  Romans 10:13-15a, NLT
Respond properly (to resistance/reluctance):
1. _________________,not your feelings.
2. Look__________________ 
3. Count the cost of __________________
4. Listen to your ____________________, not their critics
5. ________________& see what happens
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