SLIDE 1:  When God says “Go” Connecting our county to Christ, #1, August 3, 2008

Thank for coming to Discover church; our vision is to be a center of spiritual discovery, development, and demonstration and this month of August we’re going to help you discover the next strategic step that we believe God wants us to take together. I want to begin by unpacking a Scripture that’s driving what we’re doing.  
SLIDE 2:  [Turn to John 15:16, page 764] It’s in Jesus’ parting words to his closest friends and followers found in John 15:16: You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last.  John 15:16 NIV  
SLIDE 3: Recite that together with me: You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last.  John 15:5, NIV  Jesus says “I chose you.”  That’s comforting that he chose each of you, and challenging that you’re now together a team with a task.  What’s the task of this team?  What’s this mission that Jesus has chosen and appointed us for?  It’s to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Now, in the original language Jesus used, that word “go” means “go…” literally to “leave under” to go under Jesus’ authority and leadership; under Jesus values, ethics, purposes & priorities for life.   
SLIDE 4: Jesus is saying that if we are his followers then we are a team on the move with a mission:  The mission: “To bear fruit that will last.”  That metaphor means: to connect people to Christ in a life-changing way.  Every commentary I read said “bear fruit” means to “make converts” and it’s echoed by St. Paul in his letter to the Colossians:  
SLIDE 5: This same Good News that came to you is going out all over the world. It is bearing fruit everywhere by changing lives, just as it changed your lives from the day you first heard and understood the truth about God’s wonderful grace.   Colossians 1;4-6, NLT 
SLIDE 6: [blank] That’s why our goal is to Connect our County to Christ. [program cover], because Jesus says so.   That’s why our mission is to show God’s love and share God’s truth in relevant, appealing, and understandable ways.  Grace is powerful and wonderful; it’s life-changing when it’s clearly understood and embraced.  And Jesus has made it our mission to go and get this Good News (gospel) out.  That’s what our strategy to take our Sunday services to the Eisenhower Performing Arts Center is all about.  
Why relocate our Sunday services outside of this building?  This building is a barrier to many people without God.  And it’s because what this beautiful building represents, “traditional church” has been a turn-off, or worse, and environment where they were wounded or neglected.   Here’s where you can either have the light go on, or to get offended.. “We prefer our building, and if people headed for hell don’t like it, then it’s their problem.”  Showing God’s love and sharing God’s truth in relevant, appealing, and understandable ways in order to connect them to Christ in a life-changing way is our mission.   And we’ve got an “attachment disorder” 
SLIDE 7: Why go?  Because Jesus says so;  A. Jesus command is clear “I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will last.”
The end of each of the four stories of Jesus’ life (the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, and the beginning of the story of his church contain a command to go and share his message.  Look at ‘em in your outline and underline where Jesus says either “go,” to share his message, or to connect people to him as I read them:
Go to the people of all nations and make them my disciples.  Matthew 28:19 (CEV)
“Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone.” Mark 16:15 (NLT)

It is written that the Christ would suffer and rise from the dead on the third day and that a change of hearts and lives and forgiveness of sins would be preached in his name to all nations, starting at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.  Luke 24:47-48 (NLT)
" As the Father sent me, I now send you." John 20:21 (CEV)  
“…you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses.. to the ends of the earth." Acts 1:8 (NIV)

Do you get why we’ve got to go with Jesus to people without Jesus?  Our mission is not to remain in this building, but to remain “in Christ.”  

SLIDE 8: Still in John chapter 15, look in verse 4: Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. Remaining in Jesus is living under his leadership and partnering in His purposes together on his team –that’s “church.”  
SLIDE 9: [blank] Church is a people, not a steeple, and if you’re more attached to this building than to Jesus’ team and those he’s sent you to save; then you have an attachment disorder.   Put your hand on the wall or the furniture and repeat after me: “this is not my church.”  Now, grab ahold of someone and repeat “this is my church.”   Get it?   Church is not a place you go, it’s a team you’re on; a team with a task: to connect people to Christ. Our mission begins in our own backyard; our goal is to connect our County to Christ. 
We know that hearing this news of moving our Sunday services to the Ike PAC has created excitement in many of you, questions in some of you, and resistance in a few of you. It did with Dr. Scott McLeod, one of our Worship leaders.  Let’s listen to Scott’s story about how he’s overcome this:
VIDEO: Interview with Dr. Scott McLeod.

(Set up to interview Steve Ingalls and Lynn Toussaint as the video is being shown.
SLIDE 10: Interview Steve and Lynn. Questions:
What did you think, how did you feel/what did you think when you first heard of our strategy to host our Sunday celebrations at Ike?  
How did attending Mothers/Father’s Day events there change your perspective ?
What potential does the PAC hold that is not present here?

What is your advice to our other Discover team mates?

Look for answers to these questions:

a. Why a school auditorium?  Prominent, Appealing, & Accessable to people who won’t go to church. GO TO POINT B: Jesus’ example is compelling

b. Why there (Ike PAC)? (why not Ford II –more of our people live near there) 

POINT C: need is great. SEE BELOW
c. Why now? During a recession? When giving’s down? POINT D. time is right, Stakes are high, SEE BELOW
d. Why lease, not build? 
More civically responsible: give money to a school system that invests in kids rather than a developer or landlord.

More ecologically responsible (greener) lease an auditorium that’s never used on Sundays rather than build one that’s never used during the week.  

More likely to keep our focus/affections in the right place: on people, not property. 

e. What are we going to do with our buildings? Sell or lease them.  Why risk our savings/buildings/church?  God will evaluate/reward us by how much “fruit” we bear (people we connect to Christ) not by our buildings or bank accounts. 
f. What will services be like: to cover next week.

g. When are we planning to go?  
h. Why haven’t you said more about this? Didn’t look like we’d even have an opportunity until mid-April, or be able to negotiate a lease until early July.  We sensed what God wanted us to do and –like Nehemiah who had to sit on his vision- we had to 
Address questions not covered by Scott or in interview. The Eisenhower Performing Arts Center has provoked a lot of questions,  Let me answer some:  Why do we have to go in order to connect with people who won’t come here? Because that’s the example of our leader: Jesus.
SLIDE 11: B. Jesus’ example is compelling.   John’s Gospel starts out with this statement about Jesus: The Word was first, the Word present to God, God present to the Word. The Word was God, in readiness for God from day one. Everything was created through him; nothing —not one thing!— came into being without him…The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighborhood… to make God plain as day (to show God’s love and share God’s truth) (John 1:1-2, 14, 18, MSG)  Jesus strategy: to go; to move into the neighborhood, and the bible says that  In your lives you must think and act like Christ Jesus.  Christ himself was like God in everything. But he did not think that being equal with God was something to be used for his own benefit. But he gave up his place with God and made himself nothing. He was born as a man and became like a servant… Phil 2:5-7, NCV  We’re planning to give up a beautiful, comfortable, convenient place, but it pales in comparison with the place Jesus gave up –heaven itself.   
SLIDE 12: C. Why there?  Great need Social research has has sounded the alarm of a rapidly-shrinking church in America.  The book “A Church In Crisis” reveals that 4 out of 5 Michiganders do not attend church on any given Sunday.  Here are some of their results

SLIDE 13: 833,000 --Macomb County residents.
    On any given weekend:

166,000 (20%)  attend church services
  54,800 (33%)  of church members are absent 
220,800 (26%)  of total population) are “churched”
132,500 (60%)  of church attenders know Christ/”saved”
  22,500 (17%)  who know Christ are unchurched
155,000 (18%)  of county are connected to Christ (“saved”) 

677,900, (82%) of county are headed for hell.  2/3 of a million people in our county alone.
We need to do what Jesus told his first followers: ..wake up and look around. The fields are already ripe for harvest. The harvesters are paid good wages, and the fruit they harvest is people brought to eternal life.  John 4:35, NLT  Why Ike and not Ford II? Less need.  Nearby Ford II are several successful outreach-oriented churches in Central and Southern Macomb County.   Only two 2 small ones in Mid-North Macomb: Heritage & Orchard Ridge.  God has chosen and appointed us to go where we’re needed, not where it’s most convenient or comfortable for us.  The underlying question is: how are you going to live our your spirituality? As a comfort/convenience driven consumer? Or a mission-driven contributor?  Only one of those pleases God. 
SLIDE 14: D. Why now?  Time is right, Stakes are high  
The time is right: people are most ripe to consider connecting to Christ when they’re under stress, in crisis, or in transition, and our recession has placed hundreds of thousands of Macomb county residents in those states.  “The fields are already ripe for harvest.
The Stakes are high! Guess when American church attendance peaked? …. 1965, it has been declining (as % of population) ever since.  50 year spiritual recession in America: 1990: 20.4% attend church; by 2020: 14.7%  

The spiritual future of our culture’s at stake. 
Where is America headed?  Toward Western Europe: post-Christian.

With each successive generation “traditional church” is connecting fewer and fewer people to Christ. For example: over 50% of 60+ year-olds attend church, but ess than 13% of 18-25 year-olds attend church.  Is that the spiritual climate you want your children/grandchildren to face?  Not me. Not our staff who are willing to risk their jobs; not our leaders, who are willing to risk all of our resources to change the course of our country.   
The Good news is that Evangelical Christianity IS growing! Primarily through churches that have chosen to share God’s message in relevant, appealing, and understandable ways. The bible says that  “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” Then asks: But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And how can they believe in him if they have never heard about him? And how can they hear about him unless someone tells them?  And how will anyone go and tell them without being sent? Romans 10:8-15, NLT  
God is sending us to the Eisenhower Performing Arts Center to connect our county to Christ.  Will you go with us?  We know that this strategic step has created a lot of emotional and mental static.  And we’re sorry that it has for you. 
SLIDE 15: And we’d like to give you a few tips we’ve applied on how to Respond to your resistance or reluctance right:
SLIDE 16: 1. Consult God first not your feelings.  Go to God in prayer, Go to God’s word for direction.  And ask God to give you the “want to” 
SLIDE 17: 2. Look in faith not in doubt and unbelief, because 
SLIDE 18 : 3. Count the cost of failing to go We all resist change, but we rarely count the cost of failing to change –our extinction.  What’ll happen if we don’t try this new strategy? don’t do all possible to reconnect our culture to Christ? What will the consequnces be for us?  For our children?  Before God?
SLIDE 19: 4. Listen to your leaders not their critics.  Most of us easily become angry and embittered when asked to do what we don’t want to do, and it comes out as complaining, criticizing, gossiping, : See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.  Hebrews 12:15  
SLIDE 20: 5. Help out and see what happens “Church” is a team sport, not a spectator sport.  
Close in prayer. Notify that next week we’ll talk about our vision for Sunday celebrations at the Ike PAC, how they’ll be they’ll be the same; how they’ll be different and how we’ll prepare.
