SLIDE 1: What Ike will be like, Connecting our County to Christ #2, August 10, 2008

Hi I’m pastor Kevin.  Thanks for joining us this morning.  We’re in week two of a series in which we’re sharing with you our next strategic step in our goal of connecting our county to Christ: moving our Sunday celebrations to the Eisenhower Performing Arts Center (Ike PAC).  
SLIDE 2: Let’s recite together the scripture that is driving what we’re doing: You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last.  John 15:16 NIV  “Go, and bear fruit”  Look on your message outline and you’ll see that bible says: “This same Good News that came to you is going out all over the world. It is bearing fruit everywhere by changing lives, just as it changed your lives from the day you first heard and understood the truth about God’s wonderful grace.   Colossians 1:4-6, NLT  
SLIDE 3: Jesus’ command is clear: Go and share.  And his example is compelling: he gave up his place in heaven, became one of us, and moved into the neighborhood.  

This is why our mission is to show God’s love and share God’s truth in relevant, appealing, and understandable ways.  Part of this means going where people without God are willing to go; and by-and-large, it’s not churches.  That’s why we’re trying to line up the Ike Performing Arts Center.  Anybody surprised to hear that this building was intimidating and unappealing to Steve Ingalls?  How many of you started to “get” why we need to go to a neutral site –at least on the day and time that people without God will show up? –and that is late Sunday morning.   Let’s go and give our unchurched neighbors a safe place where we can share a dangerous message!  
Today we want to cover what Ike will be like.  Because it’s going to be different.  But first I want to unpack a powerful spiritual principle that God wants us to follow in order to be fruitful.  I call it the preference principle, and it’s found in Romans chapter 14 and 15.

SLIDE 4: [turn to Romans 14, page 804] 
SLIDE 5: Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on disputable matters… Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your brother's way… 
This is a critical principle here when it comes to our faith.  Our faith in Jesus Christ is based upon unchanging and non-negotiable truths; undisputable matters: the truth that Jesus Christ was fully God and fully human, that Jesus was without sin; that Jesus eternally existed in complete union with God the Father and Holy Spirit.  That you must turn from your sins and trust in Jesus as forgiver and leader in life to be saved from the spiritual consequences of your sins. These are undisputable matters of faith.  But differing cultures and generations express our faith in different ways which are “disputable matters.’’  Can you think of any disputable matters? Religious preferences? Bible translation; style of music/instrumentation; dress; postures of worship/prayer; structure of worship services.   God’s word here commands us who are spiritually mature/strong to give up our personal religious preferences if they ever become an obstacle to those who have little or no faith; and we should never look down on them in a critical or condescending manner.  In the same vein, God’s word warns those of you who are just acquiring or developing faith in Jesus that Christianity is not at all about organizing life around your personal preferences or priorities; but organizing your life by God’s life-changing truths and unchanging purposes.   
Big C church a lot like Goldilocks: we want “church” to be “just right” -perfectly suited to our personal preferences before we’ll attend, support, give to, serve in it.  
SLIDE 6: Let’s read on.  For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us dies to himself alone. If we live, we live to the Lord… and if we die, we die to the Lord.  We’re to prioritize God’s purposes over our preferences, and the principle purpose that Jesus came for was “to seek and save the lost.” That’s got to take precedence over our preferred styles or even pet traditions.  
SLIDE 7: --that is the Preference Principle:  #1. Defer your religious preferences that are barriers to belief for those with little/no faith.
SLIDE 8: It’s a key way you die to yourself, take up your cross, and follow Jesus, as verse one of chapter fifteen explains: We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves.   Folks I’ve got to ask you: are you willing to defer to those with no faith in order to bring them to faith?  That’s what God’s Word here is urging us to do.  
SLIDE 9: Listen: Each of us should please his neighbor for his good, to build him up. For even Christ did not please himself…  The Christian life is NOT about pleasing yourself; it’s about living for God’s pleasure (true worship).  
SLIDE 10: Therefore we’re to Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.   How did Jesus first accept you? –the second you trusted Him to forgive your sins and lead your life; not only so, but Jesus pursued/chose you long before you ever had any faith in him; and he put aside the most important preference that any human being has ever had: to live and not die, in order to connect you to himself in a life-changing way.  

SLIDE 11: Examples: seating, greeting, musical style, praise set length, message topics/length/depth, style/frequency of communion, etc.. There’s another reason to put aside your preferences of how you express your faith, and Pastor Mike’s going to unpack it now. 
What Pastor Kevin just shared reminded me of a quote attributed to Saint Augustine (of Hippo).  “in essential things, unity. In non-essentials, liberty.  In all things charity.”

So what are the ‘essentials’ here.  What must we be unified about?  Pastor Kevin mentioned them already. The mission and vision of course.  To become a center of spiritual discovery, development and demonstration. They aren’t just three ‘D’ words that were put together to be inspiring.  That would not make them ESSENTIAL. No, they represent an understandable way of restating the great commandment and the great commission.  The basic instructions from Jesus on how his church was supposed to look and what it was supposed to do.   Those are the marching orders of His church.


Everything that we do as a church needs to be weighed and filtered by this standard.  Does it help people to: know, grow or show.  It’s so important as individuals to have purpose and focus – and know that it comes straight from God’s word.  We have to do the same thing as a church. 
So what are the ‘non-essentials’.  Well, in this context, they are the METHODS, the ways that we choose to convey the MESSAGE.  Methods may change.  Over time, methods MUST change.  The Message must not. We will have to continue to change the way we communicate that message so people can hear it, own it, believe it and grab on to it.
Moving to a new building is one of those events that results in changes.  There will be a lot of things that we can do better because of the facility.  There’s some things that will have to change that we might not like but we have to because we are in a rented facility.   I want to outline all these types of changes, but I don’t want this to just be a nuts and bolts time.  There’s one change that I want to talk about, a change that is all about lining up with our identity as a church.  A change that I have been looking for my whole life.  And have been working towards for the last 10 years.

It fits under the “Demonstration” AKA “SHOW” heading of the vision.  And will require a little background teaching to help us all understand.  Remember that our mission is to be relevant, appealing and understandable.

We are a spirit filled church and we are a seeker targeted church.  If you know anything about the church in this country you will recognize that as an oxymoron.  Spirit filled churches are known to be very unfriendly to seekers.  To be fair, I know plenty of Spirit filled Christians that are passionate about reaching people that don’t know Jesus, but their churches and especially their Sunday morning services are not helping them any.  I don’t have any statistics but I would imagine that the ‘wild charismatic service’ and the ‘dead traditional service’ are running about neck and neck in their effectiveness at driving away those that are looking for God.  Let’s see, my choices are “spooky” or “boring” which do I choose?  Most choose neither.

I do not believe that we should be a contradiction.  The holy spirit was given to us for a number of reasons

14:16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— 17the Spirit of truth.
16:7 But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt[a] in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment:
13But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come. 14He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you.

The holy spirit is here to draw people to God.  That’s a good thing.  It is something that every Christian church can agree on.  But many churches believe or act like the role of the Holy Spirit ends there.  To generalize, they come from a theological viewpoint that doesn’t believe the holy spirit has an active role today, that the gifts of the spirit have “passed away”.

So what about that.  Well, as we just read in John 14 Jesus tells us the Holy Spirit will be with us forever.  So to me forever means forever.  And what about Paul.  I believe Paul’s entire ministry and message can be summed up as this.  “These are the last days.  Time is short.  Focus on what really matters.”  In I Corinthians 7, he speaks in context of the ‘the world as we know it is passing away’  and in 1 Corinthians 13, the great love chapter.  He establishes love as something that will never pass away.  And that everything else will when that which is perfect comes.  Well, the Perfect has not come yet.  So, I think we need all the help we can get – until Jesus comes back for us.  And that is what he sent the Holy Spirit to do.  What other help does the Holy Spirit offer?    

I’m going to quickly skip through some scriptures that list some of them…

John 20:22And with that he breathed on them and said, "Receive the Holy Spirit.

Luke 24:45Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.
Luke 24:49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high."
Acts1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

2:4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues[a] as the Spirit enabled them.
At the same time, I don’t want to contradict everything that I have said and say that the Holy Spirit can’t change his METHODS.  But I sure believe that the Holy Spirit still has something to offer in the arena of ‘seeker ministry’.  I believe he is the expert.  He is uniquely qualified to meet the felt needs of seekers.

I mean, who isn’t attracted to what we call ‘the fruit of the Spirit’ 

Galations 5:22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.
Anyone tired of what the world is selling is looking for those things

And what about what we call “the gifts of the spirit”

1 cor 12: 7 NLT A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other. 8 To one person the Spirit gives the ability to give wise advice[b]; to another the same Spirit gives a message of special knowledge.[c] 9 The same Spirit gives great faith to another, and to someone else the one Spirit gives the gift of healing. 10 He gives one person the power to perform miracles, and another the ability to prophesy. He gives someone else the ability to discern whether a message is from the Spirit of God or from another spirit. Still another person is given the ability to speak in unknown languages,[d] while another is given the ability to interpret what is being said. 11 It is the one and only Spirit who distributes all these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should have.

What could be more appealing to someone who is seeking answers than wisdom and healing and miracles?  Jesus sure found them to be a useful way to draw a crowd.

I grew up in churches where the strategy towards reaching out was “when people come they will be so drawn to the spirit, and convicted of their sin, that we don’t have to change anything”.   When I got God’s heart for people far from God, the methods to reach them were developed by non-charismatic churches.
That approach can be effective.  The other creates huge barriers.

We believe that God has called us to an even better approach.

Let me take a step back as I explain that better approach.

The issue has always been centered around ‘speaking in other tongues’.  Did God realize what a mess he was making when he invented tongues.  I guess he probably did.  I’d love to talk about the right and wrong uses of this gift, but that will have to be another time.  Let it just suffice for now to say that in a corporate setting it has been a ‘barrier’.

It’s not a new problem.  In the same letter to the Corinthians that Paul explained the gifts he also had to deal with the abuses.  This is where the phrase ‘decently and in order’ comes from.   It’s amazing to me how many churches and church services I have been in – in this day and age – that were acting just like those people must have been.  Barriers.  Where’s Jeff’s fence when I need it?

Paul’s instructions on how to do things decently and in order?  It’s interesting how closely they line up with our mission of being relevant, appealing and understandable!

Focus on the understandable  1 Cor 14:1-19
1 Cor 14:16 Suppose some strangers are in your worship service, when you are praising God with your spirit. If they don't understand you, how will they know to say, "Amen"? 17You may be worshiping God in a wonderful way, but no one else will be helped. 18I thank God that I speak unknown languages more than any of you. 19But words that make sense can help the church. That's why in church I had rather speak five words that make sense than to speak ten thousand words in a language that others don't know. 

Paul lists singing and teaching and prophecy as elements of what to do when you meet together.  He certainly recommends that everything be understandable.

In a moment I will explain each one more by applying our own examples.

Establish appropriate boundaries  1 Cor 14 (2-3 prophecy).

23Suppose everyone in your worship service started speaking unknown languages, and some outsiders or some unbelievers come in. Won't they think you are crazy?

26My friends, when you meet to worship, you must do everything for the good of everyone there. That's how it should be when someone sings or teaches or tells what God has said or speaks an unknown language or explains what the language means. 

29Two or three persons may prophesy, and everyone else must listen carefully. 30If someone sitting there receives a message from God, the speaker must stop and let the other person speak. 31Let only one person speak at a time, then all of you will learn something and be encouraged. 32A prophet should be willing to stop and let someone else speak. 33God wants everything to be done peacefully and in order. 

Paul limited the prophecy to 2-3 and required those speaking to govern themselves and take turns. Among other things.  All to make sure that ‘strangers’ didn’t think we were ‘crazy’ and miss out on a chance to come to faith. 

Desire the “greater gifts” 1 Cor 12:31

27Together you are the body of Christ. Each one of you is part of his body. 28First, God chose some people to be apostles and prophets and teachers for the church. But he also chose some to work miracles or heal the sick or help others or be leaders or speak different kinds of languages. 29Not everyone is an apostle. Not everyone is a prophet. Not everyone is a teacher. Not everyone can work miracles. 30Not everyone can heal the sick. Not everyone can speak different kinds of languages. Not everyone can tell what these languages mean. 31I want you to desire the best gifts. [c] So I will show you a much better way.

By this its obvious in context that he means, the gifts besides tongues.  I believe this is the key that the church has never mastered.  We get stuck on tongues or we throw out the gifts because of tongues.

This is how we want to be different.  And we already are different.

We’re already doing this pretty well.  But in two separate services.  In my opinion, our first service has done a great job of introducing the gifts of the spirit in a non-threatening, non-spooky manner.  But we’ll have to do things even better with just one service to make it ‘barrier-free’.  And that’s one of our big changes.  One service.  I hope I don’t have to explain the advantages of having just one service! – until we fill it up!

Let’s look at our service from the guidelines that we got from Paul

Focus on the understandable.   In 1 Cor 14, Paul lists components of a church meeting including singing and teaching.   These are things that make the things of God understandable to people.  That’s also why we do dramas and use other media.  To make things understandable – and relevant and appealing.  These elements will continue to get the most time in our Sunday meetings.  That’s what ‘focus’ means.  A pastor friend of ours in Plymouth coined a term that puts it perfectly.  Our Sunday talks will focus on ‘the human condition’.  That is the perfect way to say ‘relevant, appealing and understandable’ to believers and ‘not yet believers’ alike.  We all deal with the ‘human condition’.

Establishing Boundaries.  The fact that Paul had to write the things he did, tells us that we must be diligent in this area if we are to be effective.  And our new meeting place will impact how we do things.  The size of the auditorium will prevent us from passing a microphone around to those seated, so we’re going to ask people to come up front to the prophetic point person, rather than the point person going to them in the pew.  They will be identified at the beginning of service.  We’re going to empower our rophetic point persons to screen messages, and ask that you cooperate by notifying them what you’re impressed to share, either orally or on paper.  We also would like to become more efficient in our use of time, and the best way to do that is ask that you come up and be ready to share by the end of the worship set.  Then at the appropriate time, 2 or 3 will be asked to share as the leader prayerfully chooses.  That appropriate time could be any time during the worship time.  For example, if a certain word relates to a song that is being sung, the leader will get the attention of the worship leader and you’ll share between songs.  Otherwise we’ll pause at the end and hear what God wants to say.  I believe this will add a depth and variety to our worship that will honor God, raise the spirits of believers, and impact seekers in a very powerful, and positive way.

If you have a testimony.  Do the same thing, because it may be just what we need to hear.  But you may be asked, “can we videotape your testimony” or “can you share that next week on stage”.   Testimonies can be powerful, but they are most powerful when they add to the “understanding”, and I hope that you would want God to get the most glory from your testimony – enough not to be offended if we ask you to hold it.

Now, there’s a few other boundaries, some that we impose on ourselves and others that are imposed on us.   Communion is one that has both of those going on.  Communion is for believers.  We don’t want to confuse those who are seeking, and more than that we don’t want to put them in a position where they feel like they need to receive communion – or risk sticking out like a sore thumb.  Also, we can’t have any liquids in the auditorium, and can’t have wine on the property at all.  So, we will have communion immediately after service in the foyer behind the auditorium, with grape juice.  And.. we want to promote more of our church life taking place outside of the church walls, and outside of Sunday – in small groups.  Including communion.  That’s where the early church did it.  Even the very first communion was in a small group – called the last supper.

Greater Gifts.  There are numerous gifts working in this church.  And plenty of examples of how those gifts are impacting people.  Believers and seekers need to be aware of them and experience them. We can preach all we want about relationships and finances and people can come to see that God has answers that they can’t find elsewhere in the world.  But, what if our church could also be a place where people were invited and came to expect and experience financial MIRACLES, and supernaturally restored relationships, and words of wisdom that changed the direction of their lives.  And what if the church were a place where you knew you could come and be HEALED.  What could be more attractive to anyone? That’s the role of the Holy Spirit, working through us.  Sure, all churches hope that those things will happen within their walls.  But a spirit filled church expects them to happen, and makes sure that things are in place to see them happen.

We’re going to regularly promote what the spirit is doing in our midst, so that people know that God is a supernatural God.   And we are going to make sure the gifts of faith, and miracles and healing, and teaching and prophecy have room to operate on Sunday and on other days.  A great example is healing.  We will take time to pray for the sick.  Even better, we will talk about what God is doing on Tuesday night at the healing class that Pastor Tim and Fran lead, and encourage people to take advantage of that opportunity for more of those gifts. These are the things that make us different than other places people could look for answers.  That’s what makes us a church and not a social club or self help group.  We have something better to offer.  Not just a great self improvement program.  But an awesome, supernatural, miracle working God.  Who wants to know you.  And wants the best for you.  And wants to be your forgiver and leader. These are some of the changes that we see. To help us know, grow and show Jesus to the people that we invite to visit Discover Church.
If you want to take that step today.  To let him be your forgiver and leader.  Come up and let someone instruct you and pray with you after we dismiss.  Or jot it on your discover card and someone will call you later.  If you have any other need that the gifts that we’ve talked about can help with.  Come up for prayer after we dismiss.  Those gifts are available.  In the future you’ll be able to go into the same quiet room where communion will be served.  Definitely a change for the better over the traffic that we have up front now.  Until we move, we will be making this area where the band used to stand available for prayer.  A little better, out of the traffic flow.  And while I’m talking about it, could everyone please be considerate to people receiving ministry.  Don’t congregate up front after service, just keep walking a little further to the coffee room.

Let’s pray.
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