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What is Integrity? _____________________
____________________________________
____________________________________
These words I speak to you are not incidental additions to your life, homeowner improvements to your standard of living. They are foundational words, words to build a life on. If you work these words into your life, you are like a smart carpenter who built his house on solid rock... But if you just use my words in Bible studies or just listen to them on Sunday mornings and don't work them into your life, you are like a stupid carpenter who built his house on the sandy beach. --Matthew 7:24-27, (Msg) Cf to Luke 6:46-49   
Why develop Integrity?
A.  Integrity positions me

Example: The Prophet Samuel (1 Samuel 12:1-4)
I know, my God, that you test the heart and are pleased with integrity.  1 Chronicles 29:17

God can’t stand deceivers, but oh how he relishes integrity.  Proverbs 11:20
B.  Integrity protects me
May integrity and uprightness protect me, because my hope is in you.  Psalm 25:21

“God will not reject a person of integrity, nor will he lend a hand to the wicked. Job 8:20 (NLT)     
The integrity of the upright guides them, but the unfaithful are destroyed by their duplicity.  Proverbs 11:3

C.  Integrity promotes me 
Example: Joseph (Genesis chapter 39: From managing Potiphar’s household, to Warden’s prison, to Pharoah’s empire) 
How I can build integrity:

1. Inspect my values 

Investigate my life, O God, find out everything about me;
Cross-examine and test me, get a clear picture of what I’m about; See for yourself whether I’ve done anything wrong—then guide me on the road to eternal life. 

Psalm 139:23-24 Msg

2. Compare them to God’s
Anyone who claims to be intimate with God ought to live the same kind of life Jesus lived.  1 John 2:6 (MSG)

We have around us many people whose lives tell us what faith means. So let us run the race that is before us and never give up. We should remove from our lives anything that would get in the way and the sin that so easily holds us back.  Let us look only to Jesus, the One who began our faith and who makes it perfect.  Hebrews 12:1-2a (NCV)
3. Clarify my convictions 

4. Confront my compromises  

…get rid of all evil behavior. Be done with all deceit, hypocrisy, jealousy, and all unkind speech.  1 Peter 2:1 (NLT)
5. Check my consistency 

