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Today we're continuing this series we've been in since the second week of September; "Extreme Makeover Heart Edition".  Today we're going to look at the value of Fairness.  

It occurred to me that we really don't need any teaching on how to be fair.  You probably learned that in preschool or kindergarten -- share your games, share your dolly, cut the pie in correct pieces so everybody gets an equal amount. Be fair and share. 

But as adults, we really need to deal with the issue "Why?"  Why be fair?  When everybody else is living for themselves, why shouldn't I just look out for myself?

The truth is, most people in society are really not trying to be very fair.  They're certainly not thinking about other people. They're thinking "How can I get what I need for my life the most?"

The Bible is very clear that life itself is unfair. It doesn't hide it at all.  Life is unfair. This is not heaven, it is an imperfect place and because of sin in the world, there is injustice.  There are things that are unfair.  

I want to ask the question, "Why?" Why is life unfair or more importantly, why does God allow life to be unfair?
WHY DOES GOD ALLOW UNFAIRNESS?
Why doesn't God do something about the injustice in this world? Is He helpless?  Does He not care?  Is He unconcerned?  No, the Bible says that God allows injustice in the world for three reasons.

1.  
BECAUSE HE GIVES US THE FREEDOM OF CHOICE
Deuteronomy 11:26 NIV "I am giving you the choice between a blessing and a curse."  God says I'm going to let you choose what you do in life.  In the very first chapters of the Bible where we have the story of creation, it says that God made man in his image.  That means you, as a human being, are different from the animals.  The animals in the world were not made in God's image, but human beings are.  How are we different?  How are we like God in a way that's different from animals?  

One way is you have a spirit.  God gave you a soul and a spirit. That gives you the ability to talk to God and have a relationship with God, to pray.  No animal can do that.  Animals do not have a soul.  And they certainly can't commune with God.  You don't ever see a dog fold his hands and pray before he eats.  You don't see kitties going to church or cows giving offerings.

The fact is you are different from an animal.  You are created in God's image.

Another way you're made in God's image is you have the freedom to make moral choices.  You can choose between right and wrong. Animals cannot do that.  Animals can choose only by instinct between survival and death.  But they cannot choose morally between what's right and what's wrong.  They don't have a conscience.  But you do because you're made in God's image. That's the good news.  The bad news is there are consequences to our choices.  And we often make dumb choices.  I do dumb things. I make dumb choices.  I make selfish choices.  When I do that, innocent people get hurt and that's unfair.  

But God wants people who love Him voluntarily.  You can't say you love somebody unless you have the choice to not love him or her. You can't say you are good unless you've ever had the choice to be bad.  So God, in order to give you the freedom to choose to love Him because you want to and choose to serve Him because you want to, has given you the choice and the freedom to not do so. That causes all the problems in our world, when we choose to not do what God wants us to do.  And you've done that many times and so have I.  

So one of the reasons why there is injustice in the world is because it is the counterpoint, the downside, of God giving you the freedom to choose. The 2nd reason why God allows unfair things to happen is;
2.  BECAUSE IT SHOWS WE NEED GOD - 
It shows what we're really like on the inside.  There is a very popular idea that has been going around for a long time that basically says, "Human beings are inherently good.  Everybody is basically a good person.  Everybody is basically unselfish.  It's environment that makes us all do bad things."  

Anybody who's had children knows that kids are born with a selfish nature.  "Feed me!  Care for me!  I'm the center of attention!"  But we want to all think we're basically good. We'll admit we have some weaknesses, faults, areas we need to work on, rough edges, personality quirks.  But we don't want to call it what it is -- sin.  I'm not perfect, but I'm no sinner!" 

The fact is, without God in the situation people are very inhuman to each other.  And this shows us proof positive that we need God.
Ecclesiastes 3:18 LB "God is letting the world go on its sinful way so he can test mankind [circle "test" -- injustice is a test; it reveals human nature, it shows what we're really like inside] and men will see [God already knows] that they are no better than beasts."  Human beings without God tend to start acting like animals.  We hear all the time the shocking stories of abuse, violence, children killing parents, senseless acts of violence in society against innocent people who have no reason to be hurt.  

On the other hand, God says "No, you're not an animal.  But when I'm not in your life, you tend to act like one sometimes.  And you tend to do beastly things to other people, inhuman things." Anytime I hear someone say, "I believe man is inherently good," I want to say, "How do you explain Aushwitz?  and other atrocities -- the killing fields of Cambodia, the ethnic cleansings of Bosnia. How do you explain all that?  That's not inherent goodness you see being shown there?"

One day God's going to have a judgment day and He's going to settle the score and it's going to be even.  But before that happens I need God as my forgiver and leader and you do too.  One day when you stand before God and God says, "Let me look at your life" you're not going to want justice.  You're going to want mercy.  Thank God He doesn't give us what we deserve.  If He did, none of us have a chance of getting into heaven because its perfect and we're not. So God says, "You need a Savior and I will show mercy for those who ask for it through my Son, Jesus." The 3rd reason why God allows unfair things to happen is;
3.  BECAUSE IT CAN BUILD CHARACTER
Character is never built when things are easy.  Character is built in the tough times of life.  The Bible says; Romans 5:4 NIV "Suffering produces character."  I'm not saying it does build character; I'm saying that it can build character.  Suffering does not automatically produce character.  It only produces character when you choose to respond to it in the right way.  I know a lot of people who've suffered a tremendous amount and they have no character at all.  They're bitter, cynical, dried up, shriveled heart human beings.  Why?  Instead of becoming better through the suffering, they've becoming bitter through the suffering. All suffering does not automatically build character.  It only builds character if you choose to respond to it in the right way. 

The truth of the matter is that we don’t want unfairness, we don’t want suffering, we don’t want to face the stuff that we face, and we all face some amount of it.

And when I think of what has been happening here at Discover Church for almost 3 years, some of you could and maybe have said; “It’s not fair that we are making all these changes.” “It isn’t fair that I have to give up those things that I love.” “It isn’t fair that my old hymns are not played here anymore.” “It isn’t fair that we are making the service more palatable to the unchurched.” “It isn’t fair that we are changing the things around here that represent the things that are important to us.”

And as we look forward to Christmas Eve, some of you might be thinking; “It isn’t fair that we have to leave our church building to go to the IKE PAC Center and have a service there. It isn’t fair and I don’t like it! Some of you have said that and some of you may be thinking that.

And, I have to ask you; Is it fair that Jesus had to leave heaven to come to earth? Is it fair that Jesus had to die in our place and pay the price we deserve to pay? Is it fair that Jesus endured the pain of the cross for crimes that he didn’t commit?

The scripture reminds us that our attitude should be the same as Jesus.

Philippians 2:1-8 NIV

If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. 3Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. 4Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.
5Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:
6    Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 7  but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 8    And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death, even death on a cross!
We have to see that if we are going to be about the reason that God has us here, we have to be inconvenienced, we have to let go of our likes, wants and desires. We have to die to ourselves and pick up our crosses and live for Jesus. And in doing so, we reach out a hand of love and hope to people who are far from God, why? Because it STILL is his deepest passion. 

And when you and I struggle for fairness and justice, it isn’t lost, there is a reason for it, there is a purpose behind it;

That sense of justice in you and I is the image of God that lives in us. Animals don’t have that, but you and I and every other human being does!

You've gone through some unfair experiences in life.  And you've thought, "Why me, God?  Why did this happen to me?  I didn't ask for this family that you put me in.  I didn't ask for my spouse to have an affair or walk out on me.  I didn't want that divorce.  I didn't ask for this illness."  You feel like you've been dealt a bad hand and it just isn't fair.  Maybe there was a business partner who stole you blind.  Or maybe you poured yourself into a child  and they were ungrateful and actually became rebellious.  Or you had a friend stab you in the back.  Or you had a parent who mistreated you or ignored you, when other people had good parents.  Or you had a relationship that died.  Or you had a loved one that died when you needed them.  Or you had a boss that took advantage of you.

The point is that everybody has their own story of unfairness. What does God want you to do or HOW SHOULD I RESPOND TO UNFAIRNESS?
He wants you to do three things:

1.  ACCEPT IT GRACEFULLY
With God's grace.  Don't be surprised when people treat you unfairly.  Jesus said it's going to happen.  He said, "In the world you will have trouble."  And we live in a fallen world. The Bible tells us this, 1 Peter 4:13 NCV "Don't be surprised at the terrible trouble which comes to test you.  Don't think that something strange is happening to you.  But be happy that you are sharing in Christ's sufferings so that you will be full of joy when Christ comes again in glory."  

He's saying you cannot prevent people from hurting you.  You're going to be hurt.  But you can choose your response.  See every injustice, every unfair thing -- "They got that and I didn't get that! ... What made them deserve it?  I deserve it!"  You are to accept it gracefully, rather than becoming bitter or complaining or whatever.  Use it as an opportunity to develop character. 

2.  RESPOND LOVINGLY
Respond lovingly particularly to the people who hurt you.  Respond to the offender lovingly.  When somebody hurts you, they expect you to retaliate.  They expect you to seek revenge.  When somebody hurts you they expect you to fight back and try to hurt them.  God says, "I want you to do the exact opposite thing of what they expect.  You take the moral high ground."  Instead of returning tit for tat, evil for evil, bad for bad, He says, "I want you to not try to get even, but you take the moral high ground and you return love to the very people who hurt you, who are unfair to you."

Jesus said it like this in Matthew 5:43-44 NCV, "Love your enemies and pray for those who hurt you."  Why do you do that?  Because God tells you to and because it keeps them from controlling you.  
One of the great scientists that America has ever produced was Booker T Washington.  As a black man who lived years ago, obviously he went through many injustices and unfairnesses of life.  One of the things that he said was, "I will never allow another man to control my life by allowing him to make me hate him."  In other words he is saying; I don't have to hate.  That's a choice.  I can't control the unfairnesses that happen to me, but I'm not going to be a bitter person.  I want to be a better person.  I'm not going to let you control my emotions through resentment or hatred.  So I'm going to choose to respond in a loving way. 

When I say respond to an offender lovingly, that does not mean you continue to allow injustice.  On the contrary, we are to lovingly seek justice.  We are to work for justice in the world without retaliating, without getting revenge, without seeking to get even and without seeking to hurt the people that have hurt us.  Lovingly seek justice.

An example would be Martin Luther King who said we're not going to fight the evil people who have done things to us.  We are going to use non violent confrontation.  Passive loving resistance.  We are going to overcome evil with good. They use whips on us, they put us in jail, they use guns.  We're not going to do that.  We're going to overcome evil with good. We will return love to the very people who have done evil to us. That's what it means to be like Jesus Christ.

We have to fight for justice.  Jeremiah 22:3 NLT, "Be fair minded.  Do what is right.  Help those in need of justice."  We are to be more concerned about justice for others than for ourselves.
Proverbs 16:17 LB, "The Lord demands fairness in every business deal."  He's saying even when everybody else around you is unfair, you be fair.  Even when everybody else around you is ripping off each other, society, the government and anybody else, you maintain your integrity.  You take the moral high ground.  You be fair.  Or as the great theologian Spike Lee says, "Do the right thing!"
3.  Live Life Faithfully
The temptation is great to right all the wrongs, to see justice served and to focus on it until all things are made right.  That can get us so unfocused. We need to look outside of our circumstances and our problems. We need to see the bigger picture of what God is doing in me and how can I use what God has given me to fulfill his purposes?

1 Peter 2:19 NCV, "A person might have to suffer even when it is unfair, but if he thinks of God and stands the pain, God is pleased." When you are going through an unjust period, God is on your side. There is no sin that God judges harsher, except maybe pride, than that of injustice.  All through the Bible, God says, "I cannot stand it when people are treated unjustly, unfairly.  I will defend the oppressed.  I will care for those who are treated unfairly."  All through scripture, God has a special heart for people who are treated unfairly.  He is a God of justice.  He hears your cry and He sees your pain and He knows you were shafted, hurt, put down.  You didn't get what you thought you deserved.  But He has a plan.
Life is kind of like old school photography.  You start with a negative, but you can develop it into a positive.  When you take a picture, you don't have a picture -- all you have is a negative.  How do you turn a negative into a positive?  You take it into a development room and shine a light through it onto some photographic paper and it becomes a positive.  When you shine the light on it you get a full color picture.  

You have been dealt some negatives in life.  I have been dealt some negatives in life, but when you shine the light of God's love through your circumstance and you begin to see what God is doing, that He's working on your character, He can turn it into a beautiful picture.  You can develop a beautiful picture with the light of God's love in your life.  If you don't you will become bitter, cynical, sarcastic, mean spirited, and your heart with shrink and shrivel and die.  And you will never fully accomplish what God created you to do.
So what does God want me to do while I'm dealing with unfairness?  

1 Peter 4:19 NLT, "If you are suffering according to God's will, keep on doing what is right and trust yourself to the God who made you, for he will never fail you."  
You're never going to get an explanation for a lot of things that have happened in your life that you feel are unfair -- at least not in this life.  When you get to heaven you can understand what's going on.  But God does not owe you an explanation why one person gets one thing and you get another.  He does not owe you an explanation.

The good news is, I don't need an explanation to move forward in life. All I need to know is God loves me, God has my best interest at heart, God has a plan, God is going to settle the score one day, If I trust Him and maintain a right attitude, He's going to reward me eventually.

2 Corinthians 5:17 Ph, "These temporary troubles [the ones you have in this life] are winning for us a permanent reward [in eternity for millions of years] all out of proportion to our pain."  God is faithful.  He will reward you if you have a right response to the unfairness of life and you continue to be fair no matter what anybody else does.
