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“If everyone cared and nobody cried
If everyone loved and nobody lied
If everyone shared and swallowed their pride
Then we'd see the day when nobody died…”
The lyrics from Nickleback’s popular song reflect a basic, and universal human desire for a better world, a more caring culture, a brighter tomorrow.   We were all created with heaven in our hearts.    Do you want a better world as you grow older?  Do you deeply desire a better world for your children or grandchildren?  If so, you’re in overwhelming company! 

All around the globe --from the Katrina survivors in Louisiana to the Iraqis dodging bullets in Bagdad; from the Sudanese refugees in Darfur to the auto workers right here in metro Detroit-- people desire a safer, saner, more caring, sharing world for our kids and grandkids.   
I’m convinced that, if there’s one change that you can I could make to achieve that objective, it’d be to grow and show respect.  I’m not alone in this assessment.   President Harry Truman once stated: We must build a new world, a far better world - one in which the eternal dignity of man is respected.  Eternal dignity of man is respected; underline that.  Harry Truman believed, as I do, that respecting others is a key to building a better world begins by building a better character. R.C. Samsel said: Character is the foundation stone upon which one must build to win respect. Just as no worthy building can be erected on a weak foundation, so no lasting reputation worthy of respect can be built on a weak character.   Without a change of heart, an extreme makeover of our souls, we won’t build a better tomorrow.
Why should we treat everyone with respect? A. Because God made everyone  President Truman believed, as I do, that respect begins by recognizing the eternal dignity of a human being –every human being.  Psalm 8:5 reads: "You (God) made man inferior only to yourself; you crowned him with glory and honor."  (Ps.8:5 -Good News Version)  The story of our beginnings in the book of Genesis reveals that we humans are made in the image and likeness of God; we have an eternal component: a spirit, a soul; and we have a unique purpose: to reign in His place on this planet.  That gives every person eternal dignity.   You want to be respected! It’s a reflection of God in you and a one of your basic needs in life.   Respect is a value that a stable family is built on, a stable life is built on, a stable society. Without respect for humans and human rights, civilization decays –just look at Iraq, or Darfur, or the Congo –without respect, life can be hell on earth. 
 
Respect is a building block of heaven itself.  Listen to God’s word through Peter: Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and to commend those who do right. For it is God's will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men. Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God. Show proper respect to everyone: Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.   (1 Peter 2:13-17)
The bible is real specific about who to respect: it says to honor your parents (Exodus 20:8-9) –that makes God’s top ten; Husbands –you (Spouses -Ephesians 5:22,33; 1 Peter 3:1, 7). We’re all to honor the the Elderly Moses said: stand up and greet them (Leviticus 19:32) and Legitimate Authorities (Romans 13:1-7) as God’s servants; If you’re a Christ-follower, you’re to honor your church leaders (Hebrews 13:17).  But Scripture also says: Show proper respect to everyone.  Everyone.  There are no worthless people, though people do worthless things. All of us are created in God’s image, no matter how marred by sin and selfishness. Remember that!
Why treat everyone with respect?  B. Because Jesus died for everyone  "God paid a ransom to save you... He paid for you with the precious life-blood of Christ."  1 Pet. 1:18-19 (The Living Bible) The bible says that God loves us so much that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.   Even if you are living for yourself as you listen to me speak; calling all your shots; making a mess of your life, Jesus Christ died for you, just as he died for all those around you. Jesus is watching you.  He's watching you to see how you treat the people He died for.   
Why treat everyone with respect?   C. Because it shows you know God  "If a person isn't loving and kind, it shows that he doesn't know God, for God is love."  1 John 4:8 (The Living Bible)  The bible says that love is not rude, and rudeness is simply disrespect.  Author/Pastor Rick Warren writes: “If I'm rude to you it means I don't care about you.  You don't matter to me. You're not worth much.  You're not valuable in my eyes.  When I'm rude I'm basically saying, "I'm the only thing that matters.  You don't matter.  I do."  So I treat you with disgust or disrespect -- rudely.” 
Why treat everyone with respect? D. Because I’ll get what I give  All religions and cultures recognize this “law of harvest:” Hindus call it Karma; we say “what goes around comes around.” The bible says: "A man's harvest in life will depend entirely on what he sows."  Gal. 6:7 (Phillips Version) You do yourself a favor when you’re respectful, kind, generous; conversely, it never pays to be rude. Its been said that great people are just ordinary people who make people feel great. Ralph Waldo Emerson said “Men are respectable only as they respect.”  We all want to be respected; well reaping comes after sowing, folks.  One of the greatest challenges in life is to sow respect into the lives of others who are not respectful. Why should you grow and show respect? You’ll get what you give, Jesus died for everyone; God made everyone, and it shows that you know God.  
How to show respect to others: 1. When you’re speaking to others, Be Tactful, not just Truthful. The bible says that a secret to succeeding in life is tactfulness; it’s the emotional lubricant on relationships.  Our trash-talking culture confuses rudeness with frankness.  The bible notes that a "Kind words bring life but cruel words crush your spirit."  (Proverbs 15:4) A gentle answer deflects others’ anger (Prov. 15:1). “God wants us to grow up, to know the whole truth and tell it in love—like Christ in everything.” (Ephesians 4:14-15, The Message).  It’s the telling it in love part that many of us have difficulty with –particularly if we’re skunks who spray others when angry.  Telling it like it is, without telling it in love, is rude, mean, and disrespectful.  Taking others’ feelings into consideration when telling the truth is tactful; is loving. Be tactful, not just truthful.  
How to show respect to others: 2. When you’re being served by others, be understanding, Not demanding.  How many of you are in retail?  From what I hear, retailers are facing an epidemic of rudeness.  The real you comes out in the way you behave towards people who serve you, who owe you, or those who you owe nothing to.  St. Paul says to owe no one anything except to love one another.  The bible says that you owe a debt of love, kindness, courtesy to all; and it also says that Love… is not proud. It is not rude.. (1 Corinthians 13:5) NIV  Love is understanding, not demanding. 
 
We fail most often to love and respect those who serve us the most: our spouses; our parents.  We believe that they owe us, so we’re demanding and demeaning.  I’ve discovered in my marriage coaching that very often the most disrespectful people in the world share your home, even your bed.  Psychologist Willard Harley has identified disrespectful judgements and selfish demands as two of the six most toxic things to a marriage. Why is it you’ll say or do something to your spouse, children, or parents that you’d never to/say to a stranger? Since you’ll get back what you give out, it’s in your to be on your best behavior with others, but particularly with your family, which is why the bible urges husbands to respect & honor their wives; wives to respect their husbands, children their parents.  How? Be tactful, not just truthful; be understanding, not demanding. 
How to show respect to others: 3. When you disagree with others, Be gentle, not judgmental.  Telling the truth is not being judgmental, but telling the truth to put people down, hurt, or guilt trip them is.  David Kinaman, of the Barna Research Group, has just published a book entitled Unchristian: What a New Generation Really Thinks About Christianity [www.barna.org/]. In this book, he cites one of the reasons Christianity has an image problem is that non-christians see us Christians as judgmental: that we’re always trying to justify our feelings of moral or spiritual superiority.  In contrast, Jesus shows us repeatedly that you can disagree with others without being disagreeable; you can confront without being condemning.  One of the best examples is how Jesus dealt with a woman caught cheating on her husband in John chapter 8.   He defended her against those who wanted to be judge and jury.  Jesus defended her dignity, protected her life, and then he told her: I don’t condemn you; go and leave your life of sin.  He gently challenged her to change, while treating her with dignity. Jesus shows us that you can disagree with others without destroying, or devaluing them: be gentle, not judgmental. St. Paul warns us that "Each of us will give an account of himself to God.  Therefore let us stop passing judgment on each other." (Romans 14:12).  We do good to heed God’s word here!
How to show respect to others: 4.  When you share your faith with others, accept, don’t reject them.  Here’s another area where Christ-followers in particular need an extreme makeover of the heart: in the area of acceptance.  Jesus accepted people as having God-given  value & dignity --without endorsing their selfish or sinful lifestyles. Jesus tells each one of us to and share his good news with everyone; connect people to Christ who alone can give our hearts an extreme makeover. That’s why we’re planning on doing Christmas eve at Eisenhower’s Performing Arts Center. God places the responsibility to “go” with us.  And we’re going to do that –take our service to where our community is used to going: a school; an auditorium.  Jesus tells us TO share our faith.  Peter tells us HOW to share:   Always be ready to answer everyone who asks you to explain about the hope you have, but answer in a gentle way and with respect.  1 Peter 3:15-16 (New Century Version) Share your faith whenever you can; and share it with gentleness and respect.    
How to show respect to others: 5. When others correct you, accept it, don’t argue.   I’m asking for an honest response: who here doesn’t particularly like to be told you’re wrong; have your mistakes pointed out; be corrected by someone?  (Comment on response).  Fact: most of us don’t, yet correction is an essential part of everyday life and how well you receive correction says volumes about how much you respect the person giving it –that’s what the book of Proverbs says: Respect and obey the LORD! This is the beginning of knowledge. Only a fool rejects wisdom and good advice.  Proverbs 1:7 (Contemporary English Version)  There’s a connection between respect, and receiving others’ advice.  What prevents us from receiving adice/correction graciously?  Usually it’s an inflated sense of self –and most all of us are prone to that.  The bible calls it pride: misplaced confidence, and it warns us: Don’t think you are better than you really are. Be honest in your evaluation of yourselves  (Romans 12:3 NLT) Humility is confidence properly placed. And it comes from honestly evaluating yourself.  
 How to show respect to others: 6. When others are rude to you, respond politely.  One of life’s greatest tests of your character is how you respond to people who don’t give you respect, or deserve your respect.  You can choose to return disrespect; but you’re lowering yourself to their level; not lifting them to yours.  You’ll get back what you give out; so deliver what you desire, as Jesus directs: Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody… Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.   Romans 12:17,21 (NIV)  Jesus doesn’t mean don’t confront rudeness; he simply says don’t return rudeness.  
You are offended by rudeness because you share God’s sense of personal dignity; it shows you are uniquely created like God; and God is offended by your disrespect. Respect and obey the LORD! This is the beginning of knowledge.  Real Christianity is not about religion; but relationship; a relationship of trust, love, respect, obedience to Jesus as forgiver and leader in life:   "These words I speak to you are not incidental additions to your life, homeowner improvements to your standard of living. They are foundational words, words to build a life on. If you work these words into your life, you are like a smart carpenter who built his house on solid rock.   Rain poured down, the river flooded, a tornado hit—but nothing moved that house. It was fixed to the rock.   "But if you just use my words in Bible studies or just listen to them on Sunday mornings and don't work them into your life, you are like a stupid carpenter who built his house on the sandy beach. When a storm rolled in and the waves came up, it collapsed like a house of cards."  Matthew 7:24-27, (The Message)   The key to building Christlike Character is applying Jesus teachings to your life. Here’s how:

APPLICATION: 
1. Examine your behavior:  Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal any disrespectful attitudes, speech, or behavior to you.  Consider polling your spouse, children/parents, trusted friend(s), boss, or co-workers if and how they see you as disrespectful.  While your at it, ask for forgiveness where appropriate.

2. Ask God to change your heart to help you to see others as valuable people who God has made and Jesus has died for.  

3. Ask the Holy Spirit to enable you to be respectful; God has given us a spirit of love, power, and self control.  Invite the Holy Spirit’s power and self control enable you to love others by being respectful, courteous, & thoughtful.  Remember: God’s love is not rude. 
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