SLIDE 1: Keys to an Inviting Life
Inviting Series, message #1, September 7, 2008
Welcome to Discover Church, I’m Pastor Kevin McCarthy and I’d like to begin by polling you. Please give me a show of hands.  Who here would like to: 
· Improve your relationships with your spouse, children/parents, & friends?

· Enjoy more success & security in your workplace & career?

· Become more popular, and influential?
· Become happier and more prosperous?

· Persuade more family and friends to join your faith in Jesus Christ?

If these desired results were up to just you –completely within your control- you’d have them right now, wouldn’t you?  Absolutely.  The fact is that they’re not because your success is very dependent upon the choices that other people make for you.  Your success is as dependent upon others’ choices about you, as it is upon the choices you make by yourself, for yourself.  As such, Life is a referendum on you… a series of popularity contests.  Whether you win or lose life’s many popularity contests is determined by how inviting, or appealing, you are to others.  
SLIDE 2: (Matthew 22:1, page 699) Much more significantly, if you’re a Christ-follower, inviting, and being inviting, is your mission.  "God's kingdom… (Jesus said in Matthew 22) is like a king who threw a wedding banquet for his son. He sent out servants to call in all the invited guests. And they wouldn't come!... Then he told his servants, 'We have a wedding banquet all prepared but no guests. The ones I invited weren't up to it. Go out into the busiest intersections in town and invite anyone you find to the banquet.' The servants went out on the streets and rounded up everyone they laid eyes on, good and bad, regardless. And so the banquet was on—every place filled.”  Matthew 22:1-3,8-10, NLT  We’re Jesus says that we’re to be inviting people who lead inviting lives for the sake of those who Jesus has died for –which is every person on this planet. 
SLIDE 3: Our mission as Discover Church is to show God’s love and share God’s truth in relevant, appealing, and understandable ways.  We’re gonna move our Sunday services to a more appealing and inviting location, but we’ll fail miserably if we are not appealing and inviting as persons, couples, families, and as a church.  I want you to personally reflect on this question: What does your life say to others, particularly those without faith in Jesus, without heaven? Does your life say “You’re invited?  You’re welcome?”  
There is a large amount of social research that has revealed the #1 factor determining whether you are an inviting, appealing person. Can you guess what that character quality or personality trait is?  
SLIDE 4: What’s the key to becoming inviting?  likeability.  “Yeah” you’re thinking; that’s right. Likeability.  It’s been said that It’s been said that “Likeability may be the deciding factor in every competition you enter.  People believe what they like, People surround themselves with friends they like.” Tim Sanders The Likeability Factor  You become more inviting to others by becoming more likeable by others.  Likeability is defined as the ability to create positive attitudes in others through the delivery of emotional and physical benefits and Social research reveals that there are four contributors to likeability, and I’m going to share them in this message so that you’ll have something to aim for.   In studying this, what amazed me is how Jesus emobidies these qualities and I believe the secret to becoming more likeable is to become more like Jesus.  Not everyone’s going to like you, not everyone liked Jesus.  But if most people don’t like you, then you’ve got a problem, particularly if you’re a Christ-follower who’s life is supposed to reflect and point others to Jesus.  Why?  

· 8 out of 10  attend church at the invitation of a friend. 

· 7 out of 10 become Christians through the influence of a friend.  Your likeability has eternal consequences. 

SLIDE 5: Let’s look at Four Christ-like qualities that will increase your likeability:
SLIDE 6: The first quality that makes you likeable is 1. Friendliness.  That’s your ability to 
communicate liking and openness to others.  The first question we all ask about others is: “friend or foe?”  Jesus was known as a friend of sinners.  Friendliness was the cornerstone of strategy to seek and save people: The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and "sinners." ' But wisdom is proved right by her actions."  Matthew 11:19 (NIV)  
SLIDE 7: How did he do this? By leading an open and inviting life, which he was criticized for by “the religious” “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.”  (Luke 15:1-2)  He said that friendliness should be a key strategy: Use your worldly resources to benefit others and make friends… Luke 16:9a  (NIV).  He treated his followers as friends: I don't speak to you as my servants. I speak to you as my friends, and I have told you everything that my Father has told me. You did not choose me. I chose you and sent you out to produce fruit, the kind of fruit that will last.  QUIZ: What does Jesus mean by bearing fruit?  Connecting people to Jesus in life-changing ways.   Jesus wasn’t a doormat; He was firm and authoritative; he confronted evil –even angrily sometimes, but Jesus wasn’t unfriendly to people who were looking for God or truth, no matter how bad they were, and he was never a jerk.  He was God-in-the-flesh and God is slow to anger, abounding in love, and God’s love is patient, and not easily-angered, it is kind, it is not rude, nor proud, nor bitter and unforgiving.  
APPLICATION: Take an honest look at your life and ask yourself (and others) how am I unfriendly?  Build you your friendliness and ask God to prune away your unfriendliness.
SLIDE 8: The second quality is 2. Relevance:  Your capacity to connect with others’ interests, wants, and needs.  The first question we ask is: friend or foe?  The second is this: so what? What difference can this friend make in my life? 
SLIDE 9: We see Jesus’ relevance by the way he met practical and pressing needs, and a great example is found in Matthew chapter 20 starting in verse 30: Two blind men were sitting by the roadside, and when they heard that Jesus was going by, they shouted, "Lord, Son of David, have mercy on us!"… Jesus stopped and called them. "What do you want me to do for you?" he asked.  Jesus diuscoved their felt need: “"Lord," they answered, "we want our sight." What was Jesus’ response? Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes.  What was the result?  Immediately they received their sight and followed him.  Matthew 20:30-34 (NIV) 
SLIDE 10:  Jesus shows us here that you lead right by serving others’ needs –one of the principles we learned in our Winning Serve series in June (SHOW CD SET).  We all need real friends who meet real needs, that’s real appealing!
SLIDE 11 [blank]:  Jesus showed God’s love and shared God’s truth in ways that were relevant to ordinary people, and he wants you and I to do the same.  He opened his life to them, befriended and accepted them, healed them, taught them practical principles for living a God-pleasing life.  Jesus defended and protected them, and -most significantly- he laid down his life for them: “God demonstrates his love for us in this: while we were still sinners Christ died for us (Paul says in Romans 5).  One facet of our mission is to show God’s love & share God’s truth in relevant ways.  

APPLICATION: look & listen for, ask about, connect to needs of others.
SLIDE 12: The third component is 3. Empathy: your ability to recognize, acknowledge, and experience other people's feelings. Empathy was probably Jesus’ strongest suit; His ministry was motivated by empathy, by real compassion.  If you have a bible open, jump back to Matthew chapter 9 and verse 36 where Matthew records that: Jesus traveled through all the towns and villages of that area, teaching in the synagogues and announcing the Good News about the Kingdom. And he healed every kind of disease and illness.  When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because they were confused and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Jesus was alert to needs and available to meet them.  What separated Jesus from the religious of his day was that he not only claimed to love God, he loved people, and when he rolled up his sleeves to meet their needs God showed up in supernatural ways.  
SLIDE 13: Jesus is aware of your real needs, and willing to meet them if you’ll seek him today, as the writer to the Hebrews notes in chapter 4 and verse 15: Jesus understands every weakness of ours, because he was tempted in every way that we are. But he did not sin! So whenever we are in need, we should come bravely before the throne of our merciful God. There we will be treated with undeserved kindness, and we will find help. Hebrews 4;15-16 CEV   

The greatest need that you have is for God in your life, to yield your life to God’s plans and purposes.   Your deepest need is to receive God’s forgiveness for your rebellion against God and your self-centered, self-indulgent lifestyle.   Admit it to God, ask for Jesus’ forgiveness, and let him lead your life.  Move off self-center and commit to live a Jesus’ centered life today!  LEAD in prayer of commitment; ask to fill out DISCOVER CARD. 
SLIDE 14: IF you do, you’ll discover this truth: my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4:19 Jesus will meet your real needs, but he won’t stop there.  He wants to change your life.  
SLIDE 15: He wants you to serve others, and meet their needs that you’re able:   He said to his disciples, “The harvest is great, but the workers are few.”  So pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more workers into his fields.”  Serving others is often hard work
APPLICATION:  write down: pray: open my eyes (to see), heart (to care), hands, wallet, and planner.  Prayfully commit to be available to meet others’ needs and ask God to make you aware of the needs of those around you. In John 4 Jesus said “open your eyes, the harvest is ripe”
SLIDE 16: The fourth quality is 4. Realness the integrity that stands behind your likeability and guarantees its authenticity.   And we get a glimpse of Jesus’ realness, his integrity in what’s called his “sermon on the mount found in chapters 5-7 of Matthew’s gospel:
Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, and he began to teach them...  Jesus taught relevant principles for following God and living life, and he laid out  When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.  Matt. 5:1, 7:28-29  How many of you dislike fake people? Religious researcher George Barna
SLIDE 16: The Message version says: It was apparent that he was living everything he was saying—quite a contrast to their religion teachers! This was the best teaching they had ever heard.   Jesus walked his talk, and his harshest words were directed towards religious pretenders who “played church” without really being church.  Simply put: Jesus expects and requires us to be authentic, real-deal Christ-followers, who don’t pretend to be what we aren’t so that we can become inviting to people who matter most to God: people without Jesus. 

SLIDE 17:  The people I love, I call to account—prod and correct and guide so that they'll live at their best. Up on your feet, then! About face! Run after God! "Look at me. I stand at the door. I knock. If you hear me call and open the door, I'll come right in and sit down to supper with you. Conquerors will sit alongside me at the head table, just as I, having conquered, took the place of honor at the side of my Father. That's my gift to the conquerors!   Revelation 3:19-21 MSG

SLIDE 18 [You’re invited] CLOSE IN PRAYER to change our lives to become the inviting Christ-followers that has called us to be, so that we can connect others to Jesus in a life-changing way.   Empower & guide us to become truly likeable by becoming more friendly and relevant to others, relevant and real. 
