SLIDE 1: Politically Involved, Spiritually Inviting, “Inviting” Series, #5, October 5, 2008
SLIDE 2: What words, images, or thoughts come to mind when you hear these words: Christians & Politics?  SOLICIT INPUT.  
NOTE: Not all positive, which illustrates that  “Christianity has an image problem.” And this image problem is particularly negative when it comes to politics.

SLIDE 3: “A majority of outsiders believe that the political efforts of conservative christians are a problem facing the country today.”  David Kinnaman, UnChristian, p. 156 

Common perceptions of outsiders are that Christians:

· Are primarily motivated by a political agenda, and promote right-wing politics.

· Rely too heavily on political influence. 

· Get enamored with politics

· Drown out and demonize the voices of others

· Do not respect leaders who’s political viewpoint is different from their own.

· Are hypocrites when it comes to politics. 

SLIDE 4: “We have to reconsider our strategies and approaches relating to politics or we risk losing appropriate forms of political influence and damaging our credibility in representing Jesus to outsiders.” 
Must remember the real reason 
SLIDE 5: " Let me tell you why you are here. You're here to be salt-seasoning that brings out the God-flavors of this earth. If you lose your saltiness, how will people taste godliness? You've lost your usefulness and will end up in the garbage. Salt: sodium chloride, breaks down = gets toxic; loses its appeal because it leaves people with a bad taste in their mouths –even political allies! Example: Tucker Carlson two weeks ago in Chris Matthews discussion panel.

CLIP: Tucker Carlson, Republicans contempt for Evangelicals.
Suburbanite Christ-followers being played by Republicans and urban Christ-followers being played by Democrats, and it’s leaving a bad taste in America’s mouth.  Neccessity of involving ourselves in politics in ways that are not repelling.  Not an issue of how much, but how we involve ourselves and how we express our involvement. 
SLIDE 6: 5 Keys to becoming inviting while politically involved:  1. Promote Jesus over politics.  
POINTS: 

1- Many Christ followers are politically bold, but spiritually timid –mistaken emphasis & cop-out that sends a message that politics, not Jesus Christ, are the hope of the world (the irreligious’s belief). Ie: 2004: 41% born-again Christians shared faith with anyone.  Why?  Not confident or competent in steering conversations towards spirituality.  

2- Politics a critical way to influence a culture, but not the key way; that’s connecting people to Christ in a life-changing way. 
SLIDE 7: That is the only hope we have of transforming our culture, as Scripture notes: God decided to let his people know this rich and glorious secret which he has for all people. This secret is Christ himself, who is in you. He is our only hope for glory. (or God’s dominion on earth) So we continue to preach Christ to each person, using all wisdom to warn and to teach everyone, in order to bring each one into God's presence as a mature person in Christ.   Colossians 1:27-28 (New Century Version)
The Christ in you is your family’s only hope of glory

Christ in you, your children’s, parents, aunts, uncles, cousins only hope of glory 

Christ in you, your neighbor’s only hope of glory

Christ in you, our school’s only hope of glory

Christ in you, your co-workers’ only hope of glory

Christ in you, your county’s only hope of glory

Christ in you, your nation’s only hope of glory

Christ in you, your world’s only hope of glory 

3- Not an issue of more Government, or less government, but God’s government, which can only come one commitment at a time, as people connect to Christ in life-changing ways. Key: sharing God’s truth in relevant, appealing, understandable ways (our mission).  
SLIDE 8: ACTION STEP: Attend “Steering Conversations” Seminar THIS Saturday, 9-11A.  
Brief on Michael Simpson & Susan sharing on Russia next week, Navigators; SHOW Permission Evangelism  book & What Next What Next  book.  
POLL: How many of you will commit to show next Saturday at 9A? 
SLIDE 9: 2. Pray, don’t criticize or complain.  We’re quick to complain about politicians and political parties, but complaining about, or criticizing them does nothing except discourage and create cynicism in us and others; it doesn’t solve the real problem. 
Wall Street’s broke, Washington’s broke; Something deeper is broke: our human hearts are twisted in by sin, and no amount of laws can change our hearts, only God can.  
SLIDE 10: That’s where prayer comes in, as St. Paul urges us:  First, I tell you to pray for all people, when should we pray? First thing! pray for all people asking God for what they need and being thankful to him. Pray for rulers and for all who have authority so that we can have quiet and peaceful lives full of worship and respect for God.  It’s in your best interest to pray for your political leaders.  This is good, and it pleases God our Savior, who wants all people to be saved and to know the truth. 1 Timothy 2:1-4, (New Century Version) The deeper reason to pray is the issue of salvation and the transformation of our culture.   Want a better America?  Need better Americans; only the power of God can create those; no laws can! 

STORY: Panamanian Missionaries praying for dictator Manuel Noriega –committed his life to Jesus’ leadership 2 years after jailed. 

SLIDE 11: ACTION STEP: Pray for the Nation Nightly.  
POLL: How many pray for our political leaders/nation daily? Raise hands.  
Challenge you to spend 10 minutes per night praying for Michigan’s lawmakers, and our Metro-Detroit region.  Calculate difference (70 minutes per week per family unit).  
SLIDE 12: God’s directive through the prophet Jeremiah to Israel headed off to Babylon: “Pray to the Lord for the city where you are living, because if good things happen in the city, good things will happen to you also." Jeremiah 29:7  
Analogy: didn’t like the area they were going to live in; didn’t have godly leaders; one of those, Cyrus, gave the order to release them, and the resources to rebuild their city and temple. God can use/work through anyone!  Q: How many of you will commit to pray 10 minutes per day for the remainder of this primary season?  We’ll look at re-upping on Election day!
RECAP: Promote Jesus more, politics less; Pray more, criticize less; 
SLIDE 13: 3. respect political leaders & opponents. No trash-talking, broad-brushing, vilifying political opponents and leaders like our christless culture does.   God calls us to a different standard: …in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. 
COMMENT: God’s solution for our broken, sin-sick condition: in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. How?  Admit your condition; Believe in Jesus’ accomplishment: died to pay your consequences; Commit your life to His Leadership; Invite Him to fill and govern your heart and life. REFER TO DISCOVER CARD.  Next Step: 101 class on October_____

SLIDE 14: in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. Share your faith in Jesus; share God’s truth But do this with gentleness and respect… 1 Peter 3:15-16 (NIV)  Share God’s truth in an appealing, as well as relevant, and understandable way.   
SLIDE 15: Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone. Colossians 4:2-6 (NIV)

SLIDE 16: ACTION STEP: Join a Growth Group,  get honest w/others about the changes God wants you to make, and get the support and accountability we each need to make those changes. 

SLIDE 17: 4. Be Truthful, don’t spin.  Restate mission: share God’s truth in relevant, appealing, understandable ways to our culture.  We resort to spinning the truth, we lose credibility as God’s messengers. That’s why Paul writes to the Ephesians these words: God wants us to grow up, to know the whole truth and tell it in love—like Christ in everything. We take our lead from Christ, who is the source of everything we do… What this adds up to, then, is this: no more lies, no more pretense. Tell your neighbor the truth… When you lie to others, you end up lying to yourself.  Ephesians 4:15,  Jesus said that it’s truth that sets us free; it frees us to believe God’s messengers and God’s message.  He said that deception originates with God’s enemies: Satan and His rebellious angels.  We’ve got to traffic in truth if we want to be inviting to missing people whom God loves.  We’ve got to resist the impulse to enter the spin-zone.  Must advocate for ALL of the bible’s values, not just one or two.  

SLIDE 18: What does the bible teach that God values?

Human Life 

(Ex 20:13) 

Justice 

(Micah 6:8)

Welfare  

(James 1:27)

Peace 

(Matt 5:9)

Family Values
(Malachi 2:15-18)

Environment 

(Gen. 1:28 & 2:15; Rev. 11:18)

SLIDE 19: ACTION STEP: Join a Growth Group, where you can become transparent in a safe environment,  get honest feedback, and be challenged to change. 
SLIDE 20: 5. Develop integrity (civic & financial)  We’ve witnessed the consequences of a lack of integrity, fiscal, business & political integrity.  Church/family values
SLIDE 21: Be a good citizen. All governments are under God. Insofar as there is peace and order, it's God's order. So live responsibly as a citizen. If you're irresponsible to the state, then you're irresponsible with God, and God will hold you responsible…you must live responsibly—not just to avoid punishment but also because it's the right way to live.  Fulfill your obligations as a citizen. Pay your taxes, pay your bills, respect your leaders.  Walk your talk by being a model citizen.  Don't run up debts, except for the huge debt of love you owe each other.  Romans 13:1-8, excerpts (The Message)
SLIDE 22: PITCH Dave Ramsey seminar in January; Invite Scott McLeod to share (1 minute pitch)>
SLIDE 23: CLOSE IN PRAYER: [Issues:] Spiritually inviting while politically involved; 

Promote Jesus more, our parties and candidates less

Pray, rather than criticize or complain  --especially pray for our political enemies. 
Respect our political leaders/opponents and not mock, lampoon, ridicule them.
Traffic in truth, not spin.

Develop civic and financial integrity Get our financial house in order between New Year’s and Easter w/Financial Peace University. 

Help us to become inviting in every way, and connect our county to Christ.
