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All bible quotes are taken from the New International Version, except as listed otherwise

 
Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.  Matthew 4:4.  
PRINCIPLE: 
Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.  

Matthew 7:24-25

PRINCIPLE: 

1. What did Jesus have to say about Lending? Luke 6:27-36, Matthew 5:38-42.

· Should we lend?
· To whom should we lend?

· Why should we lend? 
· How should we lend?

· Read Proverbs 19:17

2. About borrowing? Matthew 5:24-25. 

Fact: Jesus taught twice as much about lending as borrowing –kingdom value: generosity.

3. Paul about borrowing? Romans 13:8, 

4. What’s the basic spiritual issue of borrowing?
Proverbs 22:7
1 Corinthians 7:23 & Romans 13:8
5. Is borrowing a “sin?” 
What is a sin? Psalm 37:21

B. What God said about lending & borrowing in the Old Testament:

7. Exodus 22:22-27
8. Deuteronomy 23:19-20.
9. Deuteronomy 15:1-12

What was the #1 cause of slavery in ancient Israel?  Example: 2 Kings 4:1-2.

Deuteronomy 28:2 & 12,

Deuteronomy 28:44-45
C. About mortgages?  Nehemiah 5:1-11
D. About co-signing?  

Proverbs 17:18
Proverbs 22:26-27
Assumptions about debt (Randy Alcorn, Money, Posessions, & Eternity)
· We need more than God has given us

· God doesn’t know best what our needs are

· God has failed to provide for our needs, forcing us to take matters into our own hands

· If God doesn’t come through in the way we think He should, we can find another way (example: Abraham with Hagar in Genesis 16)
· Future income will be sufficient to pay this present debt.

· Our circumstances won’t change.

The dangers of debt.  Debt is especially dangerous when:

1. resale value is __________________what is owed.
2. Borrowing tempts us to __________________________________. 
3. We’re tempted to_________________to pay creditors.    Malachi 3:8-11
4. We limit our freedom to:

a. respond to __________________
b. respond to __________________  Romans 8:14
Negative consequences of debt:

1. Debt __________________
2. Causes __________________& __________________
3. Can lead to __________________
4. Is __________________
5. Is __________________. James 4:13-15.
6. Limits_____________to say no or provide through another means.

Questions to ask yourself when borrowing:
1. Is my borrowing for this item a way of getting around or depending upon God?
2. Is my borrowing for this item a means of short-cutting God-created means of acquisition (work, saving, planning, self-discipline, patience, and waiting for divine provision)?

3. Am I in any way trying to “get around God” by borrowing for this item?

4. Does my borrowing affect my faith in, or view of God and His ability, or love for me?

5. How will this debt affect my freedom to follow God?

6. Is this borrowing presuming upon God?  Upon tomorrow?

7. Is it reasonable to assume that I’ll continue to generate the same level of income or greater during the duration of this loan?

8. Am I mortgaging my future to pay for a present whim or need?

9. Is this for a legitimate need?  Or a want in disguise?

10. Have I/we spent so much money on my/our wants that I have to borrow for this need?

11. Do I/we have to borrow for this purchase because I/we robbed God and forfeited His financial blessings by failing to tithe?

12. Will I be tempted to rob God in repaying this loan?

13. Have I/we exhausted all other avenues to avoid going into debt for this?

Courtesy of Randy Alcorn, Check out his website: www.epm.org/home_mainPage.php
