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Seeing brothers and sister fight over their inheritance is a painful reminder that even the bonds of blood give way when your heart’s gripped by greed.  And your greed is a big concern of God.  Let’s look at an example in Jesus’ life in Luke 12, starting with verse 13. I’d like you to turn there, page 737 Luke 12:13-21: Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me." Jesus replied, "Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?" Then he said to them, "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions." And he told them this parable: "The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. He thought to himself, 'What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.'  "Then he said, 'This is what I'll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I'll say to myself, "You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry."  "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?'  "This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God."  “Be on guard against all kinds of greed.” These guys are concerned about their inheritance: how much they get.  Jesus is concerned about their relationships: how much they love; how much they love each other compared to how much they love themselves and their stuff.  Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions."    
“Greed” is an excessive desire for more.  Greed is one of the seven deadly sins that have become defining characteristics of  American culture (according to Dan Savage in Skipping Towards Gomorrah), and closely related to three:
· Gluttony –excessive desire to consume more than that which one requires.

· Lust --excessive craving for the pleasures of the body.

· Envy --the desire for others' traits, status, abilities, or situation.   
Are we Americans greedy? Evidence says we are: Americans compose 2.5% of world’s population but consume 25% of the world’s goods/energy --10xs more than our fair share.   American’s savings went negative in 2005 --last time since Great Depression that we spent more than we earned as a nation.  Like frogs in a kettle, we’re blind to it; like other evils in our culture: all around us, all the time.   Kids spend 5 times more (adjusted for inflation) than their parents did when children.  Shopping is the #1 activity for over 9 out of 10 teenage girls. What’s happened?  American consumers have developed the see-want-buy cycle (Read about it on sharesavespend.com).  Our bent towards materialistic consumption has infected every part of our culture, including our religion.   Example: How do we evaluate someone’s Christmas?  What’s the diagnostic question we ask?  “What did you get for Christmas?” We’re going to devote our December series “Simply Christmas” to taking a new look at an old holiday to recapture it’s real meaning.   
Economists assert that our greed has created our recession.   Our greed that has fueled over-spending, over-borrowing, over-levereged lending in the US.  For example, from 2002-2007, 3% of our GDP was due to Mortgage Equity Withdrawls.  Consumer debt was just  25%/GDP in 1959, but has increased to  98% GDP in 2007.   Household debt was 47% in1959 and has ballooned to 117% in 2007.   Our greed and debt, and fear have caused our global credit crisis.   In their greed, investment banks lent as much as 85 to 90 times their cash reserves (including Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac).  Home buyers bought way too much house, and took ridiculous risks with sub-prime mortgages to do so.   As a result, the cascade of defaults has everyone struggling with their debts, and fearful to lend to one another.  Our present crisis is a great illustration of what the bible says: “you are a slave to whatever controls you (2 Peter 2:19).  Greed, and debt, and fear are terrible tyrants, which is why God’s word repeatedly warns us about them.  The bible carries these warnings about greed:  
· Be on guard against it (Luke 12:15).   Greed has many forms and our tendency is to delude ourselves about the degree of our greediness.  We often point to an area of frugality and discount our greed in other obvious areas of excess, or  we created a ridiculous, over-the-top caricature of what we’d consider greedy, and therefore excuse ourselves.  Greed is in our hearts because it’s all around us all the time. 
· Flee from it (1 Timothy 6:11) 

· Put it away from you (Colossians 3:8) Both of these warnings have to do with distancing yourself from greed, and it from you. 
· Put to death greed in you (Colossians 3:5). This is a Hebrew idiom which implies ceasing your relationship with greed.  

· Keep your life free from it.  Why? because greed holds your heart hostage, as Paul notes: “Don’t be greedy, for a greedy person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this world.  (Colossians 3:5-6, New Living Translation)
Psychiatrist David Allen says that an idol is “Anything that has been elevated to godlike status in your life. Any problem, person, or pleasure occupying your waking or sleeping moments which distracts you from your faith, influences your passions, or pulls you away from your Christian community.”  (“Shattering the Gods Within”).  When you look to money & what it can buy for your identity, security, significance, & satisfaction instead of God, you are an idolater.   The tragic tale of Adam & Eve’s fall from grace in the beginning chapters of the bible teaches us that envy and greed will separate you from God. 
God views your greed seriously!  Listen to these warnings from His Word:  “Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.  (1 Corinthians 6:9b-11) For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a man is an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God.  Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God's wrath comes on those who are disobedient.  (Ephesians 5:5-6)  God hates greed because greed steals your heart from him: “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21).  
How can you get  free from the see-want-buy cycle?  Here’s a practical way: enroll in  Financial Peace University Thursdays, 7-8:30 starting January 8th www.daveramsey.com/fpu/home/   The cost isn’t cheap: $100 for materials,  so I’d recommend that you parents pool your Christmas money that you’d use on gifts for each other and get on a course to get your family financially free, and loosen the grip of greed in the process.   It’s one of the best gifts you can give yourself and your kids. If you want to know how you can train your children to use money without being greedy, I’d recommend that you use the materials on  www.sharesavespend.com/  Remember, “you are a slave to whatever controls you.” (2 Peter 2:19 NLT)  God does not want you held hostage in your heart to greed, or debt, or fear. 

How to Find Freedom from Greed’s grip:  
1. Redefine life, using God’s definitions of “life, need, enough, abundance, prosperity.”  Remember what Jesus said: “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions."  Jesus invited people to come to him and experience life to its fullest (John 10:10) yet he didn’t have a place to lay his head; obviously he didn’t use a narrow, materialistic definition of “life.”   We need to revise our definition of life well lived to agree with God’s.  Look at how Jesus defines “enough:” "When you pray, say: 'Father, hallowed be your name,  your kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread. (Luke 11:2-3) Jesus is referring to God’s wise advice on finances in Proverbs: “give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, 'Who is the LORD ?' Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonor the name of my God.  (Proverbs 30:8-9) Jesus’ model is to pray for adequate provision of needs, not riches or material affluence.   He does invite us to be greedy for one thing: "So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find,  knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened... (13b) your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!"  (Luke 11:9-10)  We’re to be greedy for God, not for stuff. 
2. Release; liquidate, lighten your load.  It’s a principle of Physics: the larger the body/mass, the greater the gravitational pull.  So Jesus advises you to simplify: reduce the critical mass, emotional and mental gravity, and grip of stuff by lightening your load of possessions.  Listen to Jesus’ advice: “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.  Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  (Luke 12:32-34).  

Jesus advice to rich young ruler: sell everything you have –he knew the grip of greed on that guy; it was stifling his obedience to God.   Another example is Zacchaeus (Luke 19:8-9) who  as he trusted that Jesus was the promised “Messiah” or savior of the world, said: “today I give half of my possessions to poor… (Jesus responds) this day salvation has come to this house.  Certainly one of the dimensions of “salvation” that Zacchaeus was evidencing was salvation from the idolatrous grip of greed that had provoked him to be a dishonest thief.  Zack got hooked to Jesus, and unhooked from greed that day.  If he did it, you can do it!  Did you know that there are 2.1 billion living on less than $2 a day in the world, and 880 million on less than $1 a day. And that the Average American lives on $50/day.   Like the rich young ruler, or Zacchaeus, we need to lighten our loads, and find freedom from greed in the process. 
3. Refocus; by seeking first the “kingdom” of God –God’s agenda in our lives.   Jesus says: "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. 23Life is more than food, and the body more than clothes. Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds! Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life[b]? Since you cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest? "Consider how the lilies grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! And do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. For the pagan world runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you need them. But seek his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well.  He’s telling you to change your point of comparison, from those wealthier than you, to the simplest of creatures and plants: the birds, and wildflowers.  It’s amazing how your point of reference, or comparison, affects your perspective on how much you have and need.  Unfortunately, research shows that we consistently compare ourselves to those just above us socio-economically.  Change your comparison group: look around at the profound human needs, and see how you can show God’s love and share God’s message.  That’s what Jesus is driving at.  To seek God’s kingdom = prioritizing God’s agenda; pursuing God’s purposes rather than being preoccupied with acquisition, consumption, and indulgence like the Rich fool, whom most Christians in America are following the example of.  
4. Reinvest in the most important things in life: loving God, loving others like self: "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. Matthew 6:19-21)  When asked what was most important in life, Jesus said that it’s to love God, and love people.   You loosen the grip of greed when you open your hands and share your resources with God and with others. 

 “Store up treasures in heaven”  by investing in what God’s Word says to; What God’s Spirit says to; where others’ needs say to.

God’s WORD says to give 10% “give to caesar..” (Luke 20:22-25). 
Diagnostic Question: Why don’t I give to God what belongs to God?  Potential answers: 
1) I have no relationship w/God; 2) I have little faith in God; or I have an 3) idol in my life.  It could be what you live in, drive, wear, consume, vacation at, go up north to on w/e to.  Point is: if you’re robbing from God to enjoy something for yourself, that item has a grip on you that should be on God.  Again, God’s priorities for investment are to love God & love people, particularly “POWS” (Prisoners, orphans, widows, & strangers). A great example is the Good Samaritan (share-save-spend).  
Diagnostic Questions: 
What am I giving myself & my time to?  
What am I laying my life down for?  
What am I passionately pursuing?  
How am I living with heaven in view?   

In what tangible ways am I storing up treasures in heaven?  
Dear God, reveal to our minds where, and in what ways greed has gripped our hearts.  Show us how to redefine life according to your truth.   Give us the conviction, courage, and faith to release our grip on those things that grip us nearer and dearer than you, or than is healthy.   Show us how to lighten our load and meet others’ needs in the process.  Enable us to refocus on what’s important to you, and reinvest by using my stuff to love you and love others, rather than using others to love stuff.   Amen.
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