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Today we are beginning a brand new series. This series is designed with the season or time of year that we find ourselves in Fall. And with Fall come the second largest cash spending holiday; Halloween. Halloween is the time of year that the ghosts and goblins come out, the time of year when the scary movies are played ad infinitum. Over and over again they play them all month long.  And I have never been one to sit down and watch a horror movie, I personally don’t have a liking for seeing people being sliced and diced. What probably wrecked me was seeing the Texas Chainsaw Massacre when I was a teenager and it freaked me out. That movie scared me straight and I have no desire to see another one.

But this time of year brings to light something important for us to look at and the design of this series will help answer and deal with the questions of evil. We will be dealing with the evil in our hearts, the evil in our culture and spiritual evil. 
Paul wrote in Romans 7 about the evil that exists in each of us.

Romans 7:18-25 NLT

18 Yes, I know that nothing good lives in me—I mean nothing good lives in the part of me that is earthly and sinful. I want to do the things that are good, but I do not do them. 19 I do not do the good things I want to do, but I do the bad things I do not want to do. 20 So if I do things I do not want to do, then I am not the one doing them. It is sin living in me that does those things.

 21 So I have learned this rule: When I want to do good, evil is there with me. 22 In my mind, I am happy with God's law. 23 But I see another law working in my body, which makes war against the law that my mind accepts. That other law working in my body is the law of sin, and it makes me its prisoner. 24 What a miserable man I am! Who will save me from this body that brings me death? 25 I thank God for saving me through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

   So in my mind I am a slave to God's law, but in my sinful self I am a slave to the law of sin.

I believe that we have to come to grips with who we are, so we can see what God offers, so we can discover how God see us. We have to confront the sin inside of each of us. This scripture in Romans reminds us right up front who we are….
Who am I?

1. Evil to the core of my being – The phrase; “I know that nothing good lives in me…” Kind of puts things in perspective and yet it is a huge slap in the face to the thinking that we are all basically good. Paul is setting the record straight by telling us that we are not good but rather evil. 
And the Bible reminds us that we have a problem in this area;

Genesis 6:5 NIV

The LORD saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.
Now before we get a complex and think that we are worms and now somehow lower on the life scale than pond scum, let me make sure you understand what I am saying here. I am saying that we have to come to grips with who we are first. And we do this first so we remember and never forget where we came from. So we can see our need for Jesus in our lives and so we can help others find the help, hope and peace they are searching for. This evil that lives inside of us is our desire to do what we want to do and to do what pleases us. It is a mentality of “My needs first.” And more importantly it is not wanting to follow God’s plan for our lives. The drama showed just one aspect of this at work in us. Our words, or saying what we want to say, or not treating people with respect, gossiping, and generally not looking beyond what we want to do is all part of the evil that lives in us.
But it also goes beyond that too. It really is a struggle that goes on inside each of us as well.

Romans 7:21-23 NLT

 21 So I have learned this rule: When I want to do good, evil is there with me. 22 In my mind, I am happy with God's law. 23 But I see another law working in my body, which makes war against the law that my mind accepts. That other law working in my body is the law of sin, and it makes me its prisoner.
So, who am I? I am evil to the core and I am;
2. A Prisoner to sin – We are prisoners to the sin that lives inside of us. A prisoner according to dictionary.com is a person or thing that is deprived of liberty or kept in restraint.
Paul is reminding us that we are kept in restraint by sin, because when we want to do good, evil is right there restraining us from doing that good and waging a war so that we will do evil. Evil cannot work above our will. This is why the scripture reminds us;
1 Corinthians 10:13 NCV
The only temptation that has come to you is that which everyone has. But you can trust God, who will not permit you to be tempted more than you can stand. But when you are tempted, he will also give you a way to escape so that you will be able to stand it.

God offers us a way out of the temptation that we may be faced with. Now that way out will not be easy it will be difficult, but, and this is what we have to SEE…WE DO NOT HAVE TO FOLLOW THE TEMPTATION !!! We can overcome it by the power that he gives us, the Holy Spirit!

When I say that we are prisoners to sin I am saying that we have to remember that sin is something that we will always struggle with. It is something that we will always have to face, but God offers us help and hope through the sin we face. 

I will always be a prisoner to the fact that I will always face sin, but I don’t have to be a prisoner to the sin itself. That is the help and the hope that God offers us through Jesus. The hope is that when I sin, the blood of Jesus covers us. We are forgiven as we come to Jesus and trust him for our failures and sin, and his death on the cross pays the penalty for us as we trust in him. That is the hope part that God offers. The help that God offers us is the power of his Spirit to give us the power we need to resist the temptation that the enemy brings against us. The very power we need to walk through the temptation in a manner that honors God.
So who are you and I? we are evil to the core of our being, and we are prisoners to sin. That is not a great resume, is it? 
3. Loved By God – I have to see that I am loved by God, when I see that love, I can confront the evil in my life. Jesus died on a cross to make it possible for you and I to be forgiven. We so easily forget that and yet we need to remember that, daily.
There is something we have to hear. God’s love supersedes any garbage we face, go through or do in our lives. Going back to the Romans 7 scripture I started with, we are left feeling like this;

Romans 7:24-24 NLT

What a miserable man I am! Who will save me from this body that brings me death? 25 I thank God for saving me through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

In other words, we are saying, I am not too smart I suck when it comes to living my life for God and trying to be a good Christian. Have you ever felt that way? I feel that way often. And yet Paul says in that verse;
“Who will save me from this body of death?” And before taking a breath he says; I KNOW, I KNOW! It’s JESUS. JESUS IS THE ONE WHO WILL RESCUE ME. HE IS THE ONE WHO WILL LEAD ME IN THE DIRECTION I NEED TO GO AND GIVE ME THE GRACE I NEED AND REMIND ME HOW MUCH I AM LOVED.

Listen to me, if you feel like crap in your walk with God, if you have failed miserably in life and have really screwed things up, YOU NEED TO HEAR ME RIGHT NOW.

Are you listening? God Loves You. There is no price on that at all. You think you suck and God thinks you are valuable. So valuable that Jesus gave his life for you. 

We have to remember that in spite of the fact that we may know Jesus, and know we are forgiven, that sin will work in us. The enemy will use sin to distract and confuse us, to make us believe that we are no good. God doesn’t love us based on what we do, God loves us because we are who we are. God loves us because he created us.
Challenge here is threefold;

1. Know where you came from, don’t ever forget that. Because then you are more able to touch the lives of people who are struggling where you struggle.

2. You can repeat the sin and the junk from your past. And you will if you don’t have some good safeguards in place – Growth Groups – Freedom in Christ Seminar - to help you move from victim to victor when it comes to sin in your life.

3. Remember You are Loved, by God. Jesus paid the price for you, you are loved no matter how you feel, you are loved. And Jesus proved it!

4. Love others as you have been loved. Offer the same gracious love to other people that God has shown you. 
Today we are going to use a word picture to help us remember how much we are loved;
Communion was Jesus’ word picture to you and I on how much he loves us. It is a reminder that we need him, it helps us focus on who we are and remembering the three things we are;

Evil to the core

Prisoner of sin

Loved by God
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