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SMALL GROUP STUDY GUIDE
November 3-9, 2008

SUNDAY MESSAGE:  “Resident Evil: Overcoming evil in the world”  Find an MP3 or MSWord version of this message at http:/www.discoverworship.net/current2.htm, and listen to the audio or read the transcript. 
GROUP WARM-UP:  It has been asserted that “the seven deadly sins” have become a part of The American Way –they’re now embedded in our popular culture and values (what Paul calls “the pattern of the world” in Romans 12:2).   These are the seven deadly sins: 
· Pride (also known as vanity) is excessive belief in one's own abilities that interferes with the individual's recognition of the grace of God.
· Envy is the desire for others' traits, status, abilities, or situation. 

· Gluttony is an inordinate desire to consume more than that which one requires.

· Lust is an inordinate craving for the pleasures of the body.

· Anger is manifested in the individual who spurns love and opts instead for fury. It is also known as Wrath.

· Greed is the desire for material wealth or gain, ignoring the realm of the spiritual. It is also called Avarice or Covetousness.

· Sloth is the avoidance of physical or spiritual work.  

ICEBREAKER:   Which “deadly sin” do you think is most deeply and broadly evident in American pop culture and why?   
On October 26th Pastor Kevin gave 3 remedies to help prevent you from being conformed to Christ-less culture: 
1. Connect closer to Christ than culture
2. Take in enough truth to transform you  
3. Learn to love our culture like God, not as “god”  
Read Romans 12:1-2.

1. What do you think Paul means by “present yourselves as living sacrifices?”  And how is that practically achieved?

2. We’re cautioned against being conformed to the pattern of this world. In what ways do you find yourself most challenged to conform with the culture around you?   What’s your biggest struggle? 
3. In verse two we are challenged to “be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”  What do you think is meant by that phrase?
4. How is this practically achieved?
Read 2 Peter 1:1-11.  Why is Peter writing this?  What’s his over-all purpose here?

5. What can you tell about the recipients of this letter from Peter’s greeting in verse one?
6. What do you think about Peter’s recipe for acquiring an abundance of grace peace (in verse 2)?  Has this been validated in your experience of Jesus?    

7. Verses 3-5 speak of Gods provision for our grace and peace mentioned in verse 2, and how to practically access God’s provision.   From your experience of God, discuss the role of each component listed: 
a. God’s divine power 

b. Our full knowledge of Jesus our Lord

c. (God’s) very great and precious promises

d. Our participation in (fellowship) God’s divine nature 

8. Reread verses 5-8.  In them Peter focuses on developing character qualities which will prevent us from being ineffective and unproductive in our knowledge of Christ.  Review each of them and discuss why they’re so essential to a Christian’s character.   

a. goodness

b. knowledge

c. self-control

d. perseverance

e. godliness

f. brotherly kindness

g. love

9. Which character quality to you lack most, and what practices could you put into place to develop them?

PRAYER: pray for each other about the qualities you lack; ask God to impart them to you, and grow them in you. 

10. Re-read verse 8.  What is Peter warning against here?  How could this happen a believer’s life? 
11. What do you think Peter means in verse 10?  In what ways can you” make your calling and election sure?”  Is this possible?  How?

SUNDAY MESSAGE:  “Resident Evil: Resisting spiritual evil” November 2, 2008.  Find an MP3 or MSWord version of this message at http:/www.discoverworship.net/current2.htm, and listen to the audio or read the transcript. 
ICEBREAKER:  Hollywood has made us aware that spiritual evil exists, but has greatly inflated Satan’s resume’.  Which movie or TV show has shaped your mental picture of the devil the most?  How?

Know your enemy: what to believe about satan?  As a group, quickly compile a list of “facts” about satan and his demons based upon what you collectively know. Then assess together which beliefs are biblically accurate. 
HOMEWORK: Compare your list with the biblical facts listed on one or more of these websites:

www.ficm.org/newsite/index.php?command=faqs

www.bible.ca/su-devil.htm www.studylight.org/enc/isb/view.cgi?number=T7662

www.bible.org/page.php?page_id=388
www.studytheword.citymax.com/page/page/3100611.htm
The Defining Moment: Read Matthew 3:16-4:11 and discuss:

1. What’s going on here?  Why do you think Satan is bothering Jesus?   

2. Analyze each temptation and answer the following: 

a. What makes it so tempting?  --What human desire is appealed to?
b. What’s “sinful” about each temptation?

· Stones to bread

· Catching Jesus’ fall

· Worshipping satan in exchange for money, power, and stuff?

3. What does the final temptation tell you about satan?  His desire?  His scope of authority?

4. Compare what Jesus did with James’ advice in 4:7.  What does Jesus show you about how to defeat satan in your own life?  


5.  Read Luke 10:1-9 and 17-20.  What scope of spiritual authority did Jesus’ first followers have?  
6. Read Matthew 28:18-20 & Mark 16:15-16.  What kind of spiritual authority does Jesus say that you -as a Christ-follower- possess?  

7. What prevents you from boldly exercising your spiritual authority more?  

8. DIGGING DEEPER: Getting armed and dangerous.  Read Ephesians 6:10-18 and discuss what spiritually protective practice each piece of armor refers to.

· Belt of truth

· Breastplate of righteousness

· Shoes of the gospel of peace

· Shield of faith

· Helmet of salvation

· Sword of the Spirit

Compare this paraphrased description from the Message and see what additional insights you gain on how to develop an armed resistance against satan’s schemes.   “God is strong, and he wants you strong. So take everything the Master has set out for you, well-made weapons of the best materials. And put them to use so you will be able to stand up to everything the Devil throws your way. This is no afternoon athletic contest that we'll walk away from and forget about in a couple of hours. This is for keeps, a life-or-death fight to the finish against the Devil and all his angels.  Be prepared. You're up against far more than you can handle on your own. Take all the help you can get, every weapon God has issued, so that when it's all over but the shouting you'll still be on your feet. Truth, righteousness, peace, faith, and salvation are more than words. Learn how to apply them. You'll need them throughout your life. God's Word is an indispensable weapon. In the same way, prayer is essential in this ongoing warfare. Pray hard and long. Pray for your brothers and sisters. Keep your eyes open. Keep each other's spirits up so that no one falls behind or drops out. “
9. Read 1 John 2:14. What does John say is the key to “overcoming the evil one?”   What does it mean to have the Word of God living in you?  Compare it to the caution in 1 John 3:7-8. 

10. Psalm 119:9-24 contains some great practices to help God’s Word come alive. Quickly jot them down as you read this section.  Which habits do you have in place?  Which are you not yet applying?



11. Read James 1:21-25.  How do we bring God’s Word alive in our own lives?  What unhealthy habit can leave us open to satan’s deceptive schemes?  

PRAYER:  Cover two key items: applying God’s Word to your lives, and exercising your spiritual authority over every enemy of our souls.  
   
