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Some people are always greedy for more, but the godly love to give! 


 Proverbs 21:26, New Living Translation.

..we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: 'It is more blessed to give than to receive.' 

--St. Paul, Acts 20:35, NLT

What benefits does generosity bring?
A. Generosity brings satisfaction.  
Social Study: The Healing Power of Doing Good, Alan Luks
'You're far happier giving than getting.” Acts 20:35 ,The Message
B.  Generosity frees you  
See Luke 6:38, p. 729 (bible in rack)

Fear, greed, materialism, selfishness
I am praying that you will put into action the generosity that comes from your faith as you understand and experience all the good things we have in Christ.  Philemon 1:6

C. Generosity enables you to enjoy God’s pleasure. 
It is good to be kind and generous. Psalm 112:5
God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7b.

God keeps track of the decent folk; what they do won’t soon be forgotten. In hard times, they’ll hold their heads high; when the shelves are bare, they’ll be full.  Wicked borrows and never returns; Righteous gives and gives. Generous gets it all in the end; Stingy is cut off at the pass. 
Psalm 37:18-19, 21-22 (The Message)
Every time we love, every time we give, it's Christmas.  Dale Evans  

How I can grow Generosity:
1. Look beyond me. 
don’t worry about these things, saying, ‘What will we eat? What will we drink? What will we wear?’  These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers, but your heavenly Father already knows all your needs. Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you everything you need.  

Excerpts: Matthew 6:25-33, MSG
TIP: Look & listen for needs
2. Care beyond me.  
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves.  Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus…   (Philippians 2:3-5)
TIP: Include others in my prayers & plans. 
3. Give beyond me.  
If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake and for the sake of the Good News, you will save it.  Mark 8:34-35 NLT  

..generous people plan to do what is generous, and they stand firm in their generosity. Isaiah 32:8 NCV

TIP: Budget to give 
4. Serve beyond me.

You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love your neighbor as yourself." Galatians 5:12-14

APPLICATION: (My part in “A Christmas Tale”)
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