30 Days to Live, Part 2: Eternal Perspectives.
Discover Church, May 25, 2008
We’re spending a month reflecting on this question: How would your life be different if you recognized just how brief that it really is.  Let’s read together King David’s prayer that’s our theme verse for this series.   "LORD, remind me how brief my time on earth will be. Remind me that my days are numbered, and that my life is fleeing away. My life is no longer than the width of my hand. An entire lifetime is just a moment to you; human existence is but a breath."  Psalm 39:4-5 NLT  Our hope is that –through this series- David’s prayers will become your prayers, and I want to challenge each one of you to make it your morning prayer for the next 3 weeks.  In another of his psalms, King David prayed: Teach us to realize the brevity of life, so that we may grow in wisdom. Psalm 90:12 The definition of Wisdom is “the ability to discern or judge what is true, right, or lasting.”  David’s praying: God, teach me to realize how short my life really is, so I don’t waste my life on things that aren’t right or won’t last.  
I want you to read this interview with man named Larry who realized just how brief life is:  "And then in February March of 2005 I was diagnosed with ALS and literally in August or that time you could say was one life and since I was diagnosed with ALS is a completely different life.  My dreams before I got sick with ALS included being able to provide for my family, walking my daughters down the aisle, seeing my kids grow up, owning a fancy Mustang.  You know, I had some material dreams and since January 07, I've lost the ability to feed myself, clothe myself, bathe myself.  I really can't say this day I lost this or this day I lost because I kinda gradually loose it and then you can try to do it but then one day you just wake up and your body won't allow you to do that so I'm pretty much considered a quadriplegic now.  I'm completely dependant on everybody for everything."   Sadly, many people don’t realize the brevity of life and what’s ultimately important until they have a health crisis or are near the end of their lives.    Don’t wait!  Go to God like David did.  Ask God to give you His perspective on life and on what’s really important in life.  We need to gain God’s perspective on life, because our time is brief, and because our life is so brief, I want to ask you what would be one of the most important questions I think that you could answer and that is this: “Where is your treasure?” What matters most to you in life? ?  
Turn with me to Matthew 6:19.   Jesus gives a very important caution about what to treasure.  He said: "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. Matthew 6:19-21 

The Greek word for treasure is thesaurus, meaning  a deposit, wealth.  What do you value the most? What are you investing your time, attention, energy, affection in –spending your life pursuing? Whatever it is, that’s your treasure.   the Greek word for treasure is the word thesauros and it means a deposit or it means wealth.  Where are you putting your best, your energy, your wealth, your resources, your time?  Are you depositing your best into things that don't last and your treasure is on earth or are you depositing your best into eternal things, things that would last forever. I want you to ask yourself honestly, where is your treasure.  If you were to check one of those two choices Look at the seven days since we began this series:  were you more focused on things that don't last or are you more focused on the things that do last forever.  Is your treasure on earth because if it is, that's where your heart will drift toward or is your treasure in heaven.  Where is YOUR treasure?  I want you to think about this: If you buy things that you don't really need with money that you don't really have, wouldn't you agree that by your very actions you are proving that your treasure is on earth.  Jesus went on to say, don't worry about material needs.  He says that Your Heavenly Father knows that you need them.  verse 33, Jesus said But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Matthew 6:33  
 
Jesus says: Seek first what lasts forever  It's not wrong to have things, but it's wrong to seek things first.  It’s not wrong to have things, but it’s wrong to hoard things.   Instead, we seek God first and His righteousness and then He will add everything that we need when we seek Him first.  Thirty days to live.  How would your life be different, if you recognized just how brief it really is?   

American Author William James wrote that “The great use of life is to spend it for something that will outlast it.”  Memorial Day, is a great example of spending your life for something that will outlast it.  Many soldiers have their lives for our great country and the liberties we enjoy.  Their legacy –a free and independent nation- has long outlasted their brief time on this planet.  Even our great county, however, will not last forever.  But there is a kingdom which will: the Kingdom, or reign, of God.  And that is what Jesus says we need to prioritize expanding during our brief lives.
How can we “seek first God’s kingdom? –to seek first what lasts forever?  Allow me to challenge you to make three personal commitments which will position you to seek first what lasts forever.  The first commitment is this:
1. I will guard against materialism  If you want to live wisely then you must guard against putting your treasure in the things that aren’t right, good, and don’t last.   Turn to Luke 12:15.  It’s a story about a pair of brothers who were very preoccupied with  Where Jesus gives this warning: "Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions."  Luke 12:15   Jesus says don’t define your life by things that don’t last. And he goes on to tell the story of a guy who’s living the American Dream.  He acquires a lot of worldly wealth and retires.  Now listen to Jesus’ punchline in verse 20: "But God said to him, 'You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?' 21 "This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God."  Luke 12:20-21  
If you’re going to seek first what lasts forever, make this commitment: 2. “I will be generous”  --Radically, aggressively, extravagantly, fanatically generous; generous with your money, your stuff, your time, your affection, attention, your energy.  You cannot be loving without being giving: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son… John 3:16  Love gives.  God gave his very best –his one and only son.  Giving your life is the only reasonable response to God.  If you don’t give from your heart, you don’t love God, because you cannot love and not give, because love gives.  Your generosity is the thermometer of your passion.   Jesus says it’s a reliable measure of your love, and a key metric by which God will judge the authenticity of your love for Him (love God with all your heart & neighbor as self).   It’s been said that If you don't give your finances and your time and your heart you don't love God --you cannot love and not give. Talk to someone who has a very limited time and what are they doing?  They are giving it all away.  Their words, their things, notes, why?  We want to give because we can't keep it.  Love gives. 

What's one of the greatest ways that we can give to God?  We can give to people who are in need.  Jesus said in chapter 25 of Matthew that there’ll come a time after you die and your brief life here on earth will be evaluated by God himself, one of the ways that God is going commend or condemn you is whether you loved God by giving to those in need.  He’ll commend you for your in these words: For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink… Matthew 25:35  Jesus says that the reality is this:  … whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.' Matthew 25:40  You’ve got to show God’s love in order to share God’s message effectively.  Let me ask you a diagnostic question that’ll help you determine if you have God’s perspective toward people: Do you see people in need as problems, as threats to keeping your money and stuff? Or do you see people in need as opportunities to invest in what lasts?  To put your treasures in heaven?  Are you foolish, gripped by greed, or wise, and governed by generosity? 
The third commitment that will help you seek first what lasts forever is this: 3. I will focus on what matters. We often allow the unimportant and insignificant to capture our focus, our attention, our affection, our passionate pursuit.  Most of what we get bent out of shape about stuff that just doesn’t matter.  That doesn’t matter eternally.  In order to keep the right perspective on life, Pastor Andy Stanley asks himself this question: What will matter 100 years from now?  I want to challenge you to ask this question every morning as you roll out of bed: what will matter 100 years from now?  Long after you’ve left this planet, what will matter?  What matters the most are things that will last forever with God in heaven.  What things last forever? A. Your relationship to God through Jesus. B. those who you’ve connected to Jesus, and c. your character.  
 That’s why we have committed ourselves as a church to be a center for spiritual discovery, development, and demonstration: Because we want to help people to know Christ, to grow like Christ, and to show Christ to others.  Say it with me: Know, Grow Show.  Nothing else ultimately matters, cause everything else stays –all of it.  Read below as Larry –suffering with A.L.S.- shares what matters most to him:  “From the next 30 days I really want my spiritual life to be one that people can look upon and say there is somebody who believed God, believed that he knew God was doing what was best for him.  There is somebody whose family knows their loved because not only because I loved them but because God loves them because I have shown them how to love and how to love God and I hope that people can see that when they meet me.  Since I was diagnosed, I had a lot of regrets.  I wish that, I regret that there are times where I've felt like oh I know I could have been a better husband instead, I was a very selfish person.  I regret of being, you know, always thinking of myself first instead of my wife and my kids sometimes.  When I came to work, there is no job, if I were to get healthy today, there is no job, no amount of money that would keep me from my family like I used to stay away.  There is no sporting event that would keep me away from my family.  That's probably my biggest regret.  Wherever you're at, don't look at life as a series of hardships over finances, look at life as how can I take one step today to live closer to God than I was yesterday.  You know Maureen, I don't think there is anything that I haven't already told you.  I love you.  I know you love me.  And my biggest regret is that this illness has caused a lot of emotional pain for you but I do know that we have grown as a couple and that I love you and that I hope one day even after I'm gone that you can find somebody who loves you as much as I do now and yes, you can use this.”
The Apostle Paul, like Larry,  had a crisis that forced him to really drill down and distill what was important in his life: it was his imprisonment and potentially imminent death.  Here’s what he wrote from his prison cell in Rome:  But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ… Philippians 3:7-8 That  term “rubbish” is a very sanitized version of a word that the Apostle Paul chose for it’s shock value to emphasize just how important focusing on a relationship with Jesus Christ matters. The Greek word that Paul used is skubalon (skoo'-bal-on); what is thrown to the dogs, refuse, dung.  An equivalent today would be the saying: “skubalon happens.”  Strong term –skubalon—everything else besides knowing Christ, growing like Christ, showing Christ to others in our words and deeds is skubalon.   John puts it this way: The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever. 1 John 2:17

Now I don’t know Larry, but I knew Walt Frasher closely.  Walt was a member of our church and lived about a year and a half from the day he was diagnosed with ALS –Lou Gherig’s disease, to the day he died.  I visited Walt weekly until he died.   Walt had two big regrets: #1. that he hadn’t committed his life to Jesus until he was 50 -5 years before he died,  and #2.  that he was alienated from his three sons, none of whom knew Jesus as their forgiver and leader in life.   He had trashed his relationship with his sons in his pursuit of things that he found out just didn’t matter –and they were unwilling to reconcile with him, and discover His savior, as a result.   Walt wept every time we prayed for his boys –his emotional pain over this was profound, and disturbing.   Paralyzed in bed, and unable to speak, Walt couldn’t bridge the gap to bring his boys to his savior.  Nothing else mattered. 

That’s why we are going for broke to bridge the gap and bring God’s message to people you love, live near, and car for.  That’s why we’re moving our Sunday celebrations to the Eisenhower Performing Arts Center where the building is not intimidating to people without God, and without a church.  That’s why we’ve changed our style and structure to share Jesus in relevant, appealing, and understandable ways to your neighbors –four out of five who don’t darken the door of a church on Sunday.  That’s why we’re inconveniencing ourselves, spending our savings, risking our future to connect our county to Christ.  Because nothing else matters more.  Without Jesus, no one has a forever future.  He who has the son, has life; he who does not have the son does not have life.  
Do you have Jesus as your forgiver and leader in life?  If you don’t, you don’t have a forever future.   But you can.  You can begin today.   How? 

· Admit your need, --we’ve all sinned and fallen short of God’s glorious standard- the bible says, but God loves you so much that Christ died for us, even while we were still sinners. 
· Accept what Jesus did for you: Paid the penalty for your flaws, faults, and failures when he died on the Cross.  Ask forgiveness for your sins, pledge to stop them, and thank Jesus for forgiving you. 
· Allow Jesus to enter heart and lead your life.  Simply invite him in through a simple prayer. Jesus will send his Holy Spirit to fill you, guide you, and empower you to obey Jesus.   In doing this, you will begin to focus on what lasts forever: a relationship with God through Jesus Christ.   
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