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SMALL GROUP STUDY GUIDE #1
May 27-June 2, 2008

WARM-UP:  Have you read an obituary, or been to a funeral lately?  Each person’s life is summed up in two dates and a dash; something like: “1947 – 2008.”   For everyone of us, our lives are eventually reduced to two dates and a dash.  Each of our lives ultimately comes down to what transpires between those two dates.  It comes down to what’s in the dash.  You don’t have control over ver many things in life.  You don’t decide when you were born, what family you were born into, and many, many other things like that.  You don’t know when your time on earth will be up; you have only a little control over how long you’ll live.   But you do have control over what’s in the dash –of how you live your life, and  how you use your time.  King David prayed: teach us to number our days and recognize how few they are; help us to spend them as we should.” (Psalm 39:4, The Living Bible).   
ICEBREAKER:  What do you wish to be remembered for?  What do you want your “dash” to represent?  How would you like people to think about you when you’re gone from this planet?   
SUNDAY MESSAGE:  “Live for What Matters“ ( May 18, 2008)  Find an MP3 or MSWord version of this message at http://www.umatter2god.com; click on “Music Site”, then on “More Info” below “Series.”   
Pastor Jeff challenged us to make four important commitments: 
1. Turn away from the less important things in your life.

2. Turn everything over to Jesus

3. Live in the moment

4. Turn WHEN into NOW

Read Psalm 39:4-5  aloud: “Lord, remind me how brief my time on earth will be.  Remind me that my days are numbered, how fleeting my life is. You have made my life no longer than the width of my hand. My entire lifetime is just a moment to you; at best, each of us is but a breath.” 
The underlined verse is our theme verse for this series. 

1. Why do you think King David would ask this question of God?  

2. Brainstorm together on the benefits we could all gain if we were to gain God’s perspective on “the dash” and how to best use it.  Write down some key benefits below.

______________________________  ________________________________
______________________________  ________________________________
______________________________  ________________________________
______________________________  ________________________________
______________________________  ________________________________
READ Psalm 103:13-18.  

3. What contrast is being made here?  

4. What benefits are mentioned here?

READ James 4:13-17

5. What sinful attitudes was James addressing? 
6. How do you feel when you think about your life being a mist that is vanishing away? 
7. If you only had 30 days to live, what is one thing you would be sure to do?    … Why are you waiting?

READ Luke 10:38-42 (Martha and Mary)

8. What does it mean to turn our whole heart towards Jesus?  

9.  and why do we (like Martha) tend to focus on doing things for God, instead of being present to the Lord (relating)? 
10 . Have you made anyone/anything a higher priority than your relationship to Jesus? 

11.  What would it look like for you to live every day simply to know and love Jesus with all your heart?

READ Luke 9:57-62.   We often suffer from “when… then” syndrome, where we put off making important changes until some prerequisite condition is fulfilled. 

12. What prerequisites prevented these people from following Jesus immediately? What (if any) prerequsites are preventing you from fully following Jesus and obeying God’s will for your life?   
SUNDAY MESSAGE:  “Eternal Perspectives“ ( May 18, 2008)  
Pastor Kevin challenged us to seek first what lasts forever by making three key commitments: 

a. Guard against materialism

b. Be generous
c. Focus on what matters. 
READ Matthew 6:19-33.   

13. What are the main points of Jesus’ message here?   
______________________________  ________________________________
______________________________  ________________________________
14. In your own words, what does it mean to “seek first God’s kingdom and His righteousness?” 

15. How would your life look different if you were to fully live out that command of Christ?

Read 1 John 2:15-17 

Comments: The term “world” here (Greek: “cosmos”) is a term the Apostle John uses to refer to “Christless culture” (irreligious society and it’s norms and values)  and not “the earth” or “the planet.”   

16.  What is John warning us against?  In what ways can a “love affair” with popular culture impair our ability to follow through on the three key commitments Pastor Kevin urged us to make?


17. Compare 1 John 2:16 with Mark 4:18-19.  What do these spiritual distractions have in common?  


18. What differences exist between these dangerous distractions?  How are they played out  in your spirituality?

DIGGING DEEPER (Optional) Read Ephesians 5:15-20 and Colossians 3:1-4, 12-17 
a. List the things mentioned that would describe living in the moment for what really matters.

b. How can we make the most of our days on earth? (Eph 5:18) 
c. What is God’s will? (5:18) 
d. What does it mean to be filled with the Spirit? 
e. Why is prayer, rejoicing and giving thanks important? (Eph 5:19-20)

f. Where are we to focus our thoughts? (Col 3:2) 
g. What are some of the things above we are to think on? 
h. How does focusing on the eternal reality of heaven and being in Christ transform us? What earthly things tend to get most of your attention? 
i. What will you do to change your focus?

j. How do you need to become more like Christ in your relationships? 
k. What qualities mention in Col 3:12-14, do you need to put on? 
l. Who do you need to forgive?

m. For what do you need to be thankful? 
n. How can you live each day to simply become more like Christ and make Him known to others?

CLOSE IN PRAYER:  Pray David’s prayers for each other in your group (Psalm 39:4, and Psalm 90:12).  
PERSONAL HOMEWORK: 
1) Spend time with God, acknowledging the earthly treasures you have valued

more than knowing Him. 
Ask Him to show you what it looks like to seek first His kingdom and His righteousness. Surrender each of your earthly treasures to God. 
What changes will you make in order to focus on what really matters?

2) Surrender your finances and material possessions to God. Ask Him to show you the changes to make regarding your spending and giving. 
Take steps this week to invest in God’s kingdom by being more generous with your time and money.

3) Filter your decisions this week through the questions, “Will this matter 100 years

from now?” and “Would I do this if I only had 30 days to live?” 
Make a list of those things that matter most and make this your “to do” list for the next 30 days.

